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Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!
Four Rooms Complete 
with Private Hot Tubs 

& Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL 

YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!
Appetizers & Full Entree 

Menu
See Back Cover For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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TREEN INSURANCE

Scott Treen

(440) 576-5926

Auto Home Business Life

We Offer the Personal Service You’ve Missed Lately

" I detest life insurance agents; they always argue 
that I shall die some day, which is not so."
                                                      ~ Stephen Leacock

LETR Polar Plunge Saturday, February 22
         The 18th annual Law Enforcement Polar Plunge will be held 
Saturday, February 22, 2014 at Breakwater Beach, Geneva-on-the-
Lake. All events and activities surrounding the plunge will take 
place at the Lodge and Conference Center at Geneva-on-the-
Lake. The event is one of nine plunges to be held throughout 
winter. Plungers are required to raise a minimum of $100 in 
pledges by the day of the event. All proceeds from these events 
directly support and benefi t Special Olympics Ohio. 

Event Location: Geneva State Park Breakwater Beach, Geneva-
on-the-Lake Saturday, February 22. New – High School plunge at 
noon; regular Plunge at 2pm. A shuttle is available from the Geneva 
Lodge & Conference Center. Sign up online at www.polarbearplunge.org or phone 440-969-
8907.

        The mission of Special Olympics Ohio is to provide year-round sports training and 
athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities by giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fi tness, demonstrate 
courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their 
families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community. 
        Special Olympics is founded on the belief that people with intellectual disabilities can, 
with proper instruction and encouragement, learn, enjoy and benefi t from participation in 
individual and team sports, adapted as necessary to meet the needs of those special mental and 
physical limitations. 
        Special Olympics Ohio believes that consistent training, with emphasis on physical 
conditioning, is essential to the development of sports skills, and that competition among those 
of equal abilities is the most appropriate means of testing these skills, measuring progress and 
providing incentives for personal growth. 
        Special Olympics Ohio believes that through sports training and competition, people 
with intellectual disabilities benefi t physically, mentally, socially and spiritually; families 
are strengthened; and the community at large, both through participation and observation, 
is united with people with intellectual disabilities in an environment of equality, respect and 
acceptance. 
        Special Olympics Ohio believes that every person with an intellectual disability who is 
at least eight years old should have the opportunity to participate in and benefi t from sports 
training and competition.
New: High School Plunge
The High School Plunge now has its own website. High School plungers can now register 
online, create individual fundraising pages, and collect online donations. All high school 
plungers must print off the waiver on the site and have it signed by a parent or guardian. The 
high school plunge will take place at 12 p.m. on Saturday, February 22. 
Winter Celebration & Awards Brunch
A Winter Celebration will be held Friday, February 21 in the Ballroom at the Lodge. There 
will be a D.J. and food for plungers and guests. NEW: An Awards Brunch will be held on 
Saturday, February 22nd at 10 a.m. We will award the top ten individual fundraisers and top 
fundraising team at the brunch. The brunch will be free for plungers.
Guests
Plungers must register any guests at check-in for $20. The guest fee covers entry to the Winter 
celebration and Awards Brunch.
Incentive Prizes
You can earn additional prizes for raising additional funds for Special Olympics Ohio. Prize 
levels and choices are listed on the registration page. Prizes are not cumulative. Incentives at 
the $500 level and above will receive a certifi cate that can be redeemed online. Your prize will 
be mailed directly to you at your address.
The plunge is a full day of fun! For a full schedule of events see polarbearplunge.org
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Saturday, Feb. 8th
Lake County Historical

Society Fundraiser
 

Saturday, Feb. 15th
Hooley House - Mentor

 
Saturday, Mar. 22nd

Willoughby VFW
Fundraiser

www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

TA   E IIK
Playing 50-60-70's

Favorites and Much More

For booking call Ellie
330-770-5613

www.takeii.com

Sat. Jan. 18 • 7 -10
Deer Leap • Rt. 534
 
Thurs. Jan. 23 • 7-10
Station Square • Liberty Twp. OH
 
Fri. Jan. 24 • 7-10
Halliday Winery • Lake Milton, OH
 
Sat. Jan. 25 • 6:30 -9:30
Mocha House • High St. Warren, OH
 
Sat. Feb. 1 • 3:30 - 7:30
Chalet Debonne
 
Fri. Feb. 7 • 7-10
Deers Leap • Rt. 534
  
Sun. Feb. 9 • 2:30 - 5:30
Winery at Spring Hill
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Entertainment

Emcee • DJ
Bands • Production
Multimedia

440-313-4801
trenda@TrendaRocks.com

TrendaRocks.com

Media Transfer Service!
VHS and SD Cards to DVD

Vinyl and Audio Cassette to CD
$20 per recorded hour, 2-4 day service

(for Blu-Ray, call for pricing)

DJ/Emcee, Trenda Jones
now booking Summer & Fall

Events • Private • Parties • Clubs

New...
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The Michael Weber Show!
Michael Weber is 16 years old and a sophomore in high school but do not let that fool you. This young man is on the 
right track for success in music and in life.

      
       There are not many 16 year olds who have their own 
band, an album released and have played alongside rock 
legends but that is exactly how the past year has been for 
Michael Weber.
     “Luckily I was born into a great family where music 
was always around. Neither of my parents actually play an 
instrument but my dad was a roadie for bands back in the 
80s. He was part of the Farm Aid show and toured with 
Mountain. He eventually started working in a music store. 
My dad likes to collect music instruments so I grew up 
having a lot of instruments in the house,” said Michael.
     “I can remember at a very young age playing Pink Floyd 
records and watching Stevie Ray Vaughan on VHS tapes. I 
loved watching those tapes repeatedly. I absorbed so much 
of it that I think it has made me the old soul I am today. I 
started out with plastic toy guitars but quickly moved on 
to strumming a real guitar when I was still a toddler. I was 
singing my own gibberish lyrics (laughs) even before I 
could talk.”
     “I have played piano since fi rst grade and drums since second grade. I like to play the bass and harmonica, too. I think it’s good to play as 
many instruments as you can because you can only gain experience from doing so and it helps when you are recording demos. You want to show 
someone what you can do. You don’t want to do everything acoustic. It’s important to show diversity.”
     Michael has many music infl uences, “I admire many artists. Some of my favorites are Jimi Hendrix, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Robin Trower, The 
Beatles, of course. I really like Thin Lizzy. I think he is an infl uence for songwriting.  Music appeals to the soul, as most musicians would tell you. 
It’s a melting pot of genres. When you’re playing music, it isn’t just about the songs, its taking what you have learned and putting it into your own 
defi nitive style. Writing songs is about the ingredients you put into it. You take what you see and 
feel from day to day life, mix it together and let it bake, so to speak and now you have a song.”

     “There is something about the music 
that came out of the 60s and 70s that 
has always appealed to me. It seemed 
as though the songs had a meaning back 
then. The musicianship was great and 
has that soul. Soul is lacking in today’s 
music. I love the 60s. It was a spontaneous 
generation.”
     Michael was able to participate in the 
benefi t for Sonny Geraci that was held 
at the Z-Plex in Streetsboro during the 
weekend of November 15 and 16, 2013. 
The classic line up included Dennis Tufano 
(The Buckinghams), Frank Stallone, Billy 
Joe Royal, The Refl ections, Jimy Sohns 
and many more.
     “It was amazing to play with those 
guys,” said Michael. “There were so many 

great people that played who I had always admired. John Kocisko, who is one of the promoters 
for Streetsboro Family Days, contacted me about playing for the benefi t. I jumped in full force 
because I have always been a fan of Sonny Geraci. It was a wonderful experience. You can’t 
beat hanging out with people you like and admire, the ones who pioneered rock and roll. It was 
amazing to play with them and help out for an important cause.”
     Michaels’s band is a trio of very talented musicians, including himself who work together 
well and support each other’s love for music. “I have played with several bands and I have never 
been happier than I am right now with the band I have. I have a great drummer, Steve Zavesky 
and a great bass player, Scully. I love these guys because they are team players. It’s all about the 

By Helen Marketti

~Continued on Page 10

"The Most Fun You Can
Have with Your Boots On"

jewelsdancehall

440-275-5332

One of this Area’s Original Country Dance Halls

 

Live Music Fri. & Sat. 9-1

Jan. 17-18....
Jan. 24….....
Jan. 25........
Jan. 31........
Feb.  1.........
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By Donniella Winchell

Tasting Room
Open Every Day!

Full Restaurant
11:30-9 Daily!

DEER’S LEAP WINERY

yy!!
FFu
1

R’S EAPPPP II
Steak & Seafood RestaurantFull Bar • 27 different Beers!

1520 Harpersfield Road • Geveva • 440-466-1248

www.deersleapwine.com

MONDAY:
Mexican Monday 75¢ Tacos
Half price Margaritas 5-7
TUESDAY: $2 Off All Burgers
WEDNESDAY: 35¢ Wings
THURSDAY: Pasta Bar!
FRIDAY: AUCE Fish 

EVERY SUNDAY
HOMESTYLE PLATTERS $4.99

MUSIC
Jan. 17: Take II
Jan. 18: Two Aces 
Jan. 24: Those Guys     
Jan. 25: Incahootz
Jan. 31: Jay Habat
Feb. 1: Blue Monsoon (Jazz)
Feb. 7: TBA
Feb. 8: SNE Acoustics
Feb. 13: Thursday with
               Those Guys & Friends
Feb. 14: Chad Hoffman 
Feb. 15: Hattrick

Special Valentine’s Menu
Thurs thru Sunday

Ask about private tables in the banquet
room for a quiet, cozy evening. Limited

seating, great for a special nite!

3 Big Screen TVs
Appetizer &

Beer Specials

www.theoldmillwinery.com

403 S. Broadway
Geneva

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Closed Monday
Tues - Thurs 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

ENTERTAINMENT

Home of the Original Wineburger!

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

Closed Monday

Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm

Only $299 With purchase
of beverage.
Dine-in only, please.

Meatballs/Sausage 99¢/ea. Salads $1.49
ENJOY PASTA WHILE LISTENING TO OPEN MIC!

PASTA SUNDAY!

Fri, Jan 17: Killer Jones, Jr.

Sun, Jan 19: Open mic
        w/Tom Todd
Fri, Jan 24: Unchartered Course
Sat, Jan 25: Catfish (Free Howie)
Sun, Jan 26: Open mic
        w/ Julie Slattery

Sun, Feb 2: Open mic
      w/ Face Value Duo
Fri, Feb 7: Incahootz

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Enjoy the specialty burger every month!

Tues-Thurs.…
All beers $1.99!

Celebrating 8 years with 8 Meals under 
$8!

All food orders 4-5:30pm,
enjoy an extra 10% off!! (dine in only)

CHOCOLATE IS FOR LOVERS
 
         Chocolate is for Lovers is an event the Vines and Wines Trail annual offers to wine lovers 
who are suffering from a case of ‘Cabin Fever.’  Participants will explore regional wineries, 
sample yummy chocolates and finish with wines and chocolates in time to celebrate Valentines’ 
Day with their sweetie.
 
Dates are January 31, February 1, 7 and 8 [Fridays and Saturdays]
Hours are noon til 6 pm each day.
 Reservations are required and the trail is $50 per couple and $40 per single traveler.
 
        Each participant receives a souvenir wine glass to use as they visit thirteen wineries, collect 
delicious chocolates made here in northeast Ohio, sample of wines and enjoys appetizers at each 
winery. This is a self driving tour and reservations are necessary.
 
Participating wineries include:
Buccia Vineyards, Conneaut
Debonne Vineyards, Madison
Emerine Estates, Jefferson
Ferrante Winery & Ristorante, Geneva
Goddess Wine House, Ashtabula
Grand River Cellars, Ashtabula
Kosicek Vineyards, Harpersfield
Maple Ridge Vineyard, Madison
Old Firehouse Winery, Geneva-on-the-Lake
Old Mill Winery, Geneva
The Lakehouse Inn & Winery, Geneva-on-the-Lake
The Winery at Spring Hill, Geneva
Virant Family Winery, Geneva 

To make reservations call 800-227-6972 or 
visit www.OhioWines.org to order on line

MULLED POMEGRANATE AND RED WINE PUNCH
 
1 qt. pomegranate juice
1 bottle (750 ml.) fruity red wine, such as Zinfandel
2 cinnamon sticks (each 2 1/2 in. long)
6 cardamom pods
1/4 cup honey

         Stir all ingredients together 
in a 4- to 6-qt. slow-cooker; 
cover. Cook until very hot, about 
1 hour on high or 2 hours on 
low; once hot, keep warm on 
low heat up to 4 hours.
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Buccia
 Vineyard

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

10am-6pm Mon-Thurs
later on Friday & Saturday • Closed Sunday

518 Gore Rd. • Conneaut
440-593-5976

Top 6 reasons
to visit our winery

6. We are open ALL WINTER!

5. Great appetizers

4. Small, friendly, family owned

3. You can meet the winemaker

2. We appreciate your business

1.  We grow grapes & the wine is great!

warm up with
SOUP AFTERNOONS!

March 1 & 29 • 2-6p
Chili & two other Great Soups!

Call for reservations.

Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com

Book your Winter Getaway at our
Bed & Breakfast and Cottages! Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites!

  Gift
 Certificates!

Winter Warm~Up! Join us for

Happy
 Hour!Food & Wine Pairing Event

MERLOT POT ROAST
  
1 tied fat-trimmed boned beef chuck roast (3 to 3 1/2 lb.)
Fresh-ground pepper
1 tablespoon butter or olive oil
3 carrots (about 1/4 lb. each), rinsed and peeled
1 onion (1/2 lb.), peeled and chopped
2/3 cup chopped celery
3 cloves garlic, minced or pressed
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme
1/4 teaspoon black peppercorns
1 dried bay leaf
1 cup Merlot or other dry red wine
1/3 cup canned tomato paste
1 1/2 tablespoons cornstarch
 
 1. Rinse beef, pat dry, and sprinkle generously all over with fresh-ground pepper. Melt butter in 
a 10- to 12-inch nonstick frying pan over high heat. When hot, add beef and brown well on all 
sides, 6 to 8 minutes total.
2. Meanwhile, cut carrots into sticks about 3/8 inch thick and 2 inches long. In a 4 1/2-quart or 
larger electric slow-cooker, combine carrots, onion, celery, garlic, thyme, peppercorns, and bay 
leaf. Set beef on vegetables; add drippings. In a small bowl, mix wine and tomato paste; pour 
over meat and vegetables.
3. Cover and cook until beef is very tender when pierced, 8 to 9 hours on low, 5 to 6 hours on 
high. If possible, turn meat over halfway through cooking.
4. With 2 slotted spoons, transfer meat to a platter; keep warm. Skim and discard any fat from 
cooking liquid. Turn cooker to high. In a small bowl, blend cornstarch with 1 1/2 tablespoons 
water; pour into cooker and stir often until sauce is bubbling, 10 to 15 minutes.
5. With a slotted spoon, lift vegetables from cooker and arrange beside meat. Spoon horserad-
ish smashed potatoes onto platter; sprinkle with parsley. Garnish platter with watercress. Spoon 
sauce over meat. Slice meat and serve with vegetables, potatoes, and sauce, adding salt to taste.
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By Cat Lilly

“Ghost of the Blues”
Akron Civic Theater • Friday, February 7th

         There’s no better way of learning the history of the blues 
than to let the music tell the story. That’s the idea behind 

Ghost of the Blues Broadway Review, coming to 
the Akron Civic Theater on Friday, February 7 
at 8:00pm. The show tells the story of the blues 
in the only meaningful way - through the lyrics 

and music. The characters will take you on a 
historical ride through the only music which is truly 
American, as Willie Dixon says “The blues is the 
roots.”
          Ghost of the Blues is a musical review 
featuring the songs of Son House, Etta James, 
John Lee Hooker, Willie Dixon, Muddy Waters, 
Jimi Hendrix, and Stevie Ray Vaughan, with some 
added surprises thrown in. The cast of the show 
will feature Mud Morganfi eld, the “Son of the 
Seventh Son”, as his father Muddy Waters (McKinley 
Morganfi eld), playing his father’s songs that made him 
a blues legend. Also on the bill are Howard “Sonny” 
Robertson, who plays the dual roles of Son House and 
John Lee Hooker, Bobby Wilson as Robert Johnson, 
John King as Little Walter, Stacy Brooks as Etta James, 
Dave “Biscuit” Miller as Willie Dixon. They will be 
backed by about 15 additional actors and musicians, 

including the “Ghost of the Blues” Band. 
          Promoter Randy Knight said he once contemplated 
holding a blues festival, but he decided there were 
too many moving parts and logistics to contend with. 
He decided to go another route. “I thought it would be 
interesting to show the history of the blues in a controlled 
environment,” Knight explained. “I thought we need to 
get inside and tell the story through music and the lyrics 
themselves.”

          The set for the beginning of the show will look like the 
promotional poster (Knight did the artwork) that shows grave markers of 

great blues artists. Fog will accompany the cemetery scene as the haunting 
song “Voodoo Moon” by Anthony Gomes plays. Then, starting with Son House 

(referred to as the father of the blues) the story of the blues will evolve through the music 
of artists like Dixon, James, Johnson, Hooker, Hendrix, Vaughan, and Muddy Waters.
           “Our goal is to bring to the stage, the real, authentic blues as it was played in 
roadhouses across America, and as it was passed down from one bluesman to another,” 
Knight said. “We want the audience to experience the blues music as it was originally 
written and played.”
          Stacy Brooks, who will sing songs by Etta James and KoKo Taylor, said she was 
on board with Knight’s vision from the start.  “He (Knight) was looking for somebody 

that could sing Etta James and KoKo Taylor,” Brooks said. “He 
told me he had a guy who plays upright bass (Biscuit Miller – 
portraying Dixon) and asked if I had ever heard of him. I told 
him I could call him now and get a three-way conversation going 
on the phone. We’re great friends. It was like it was meant to be.”
          Brooks, who lives in the D.C. area, has been singing since 
she was fi ve years old. She has high expectations for the show 
and is all in if – or when as Brooks said — it leads to other cities. “I have some 
friends in Philadelphia who have said they want to see it,” she said.
          Knight said he also is excited that Wilson, who hails from Detroit, will portray 
Robert Johnson. “Bobby Wilson has toured Broadway shows before and is primarily known for 

his singing ability, but only a few people know he can really play a great blues guitar. Bobby 
will be the surprise of the show.”
          Those attending the show will fi nd out interesting tidbits like how a song like “Whole 
Lotta Love” by Led Zeppelin was actually created by Dixon. Led Zeppelin was sued for stealing 
the song. If you look at credits for the song you will see W. Dixon listed. Songs like the Doors’ 
“Backdoor Man,” Johnson’s “Crossroads,” Dixon’s “Spoonful” and James’ “Sunday Kind of 
Love” and “At Last” are among a list of songs in the musical.
          There will be some local fl avor when a banner with the name Canal House appears across 
the stage of the production representing the roadhouse where the artists perform. It is inspired by 
the blues venue that is in Tuscarawas. Canal House owner John Hursey is humbled to have his 
establishment’s name used as a symbol of a roadhouse like the ones so many of the artists have 
played. “It’s quite an honor to be thought of for this musical,” said Hursey. “It’s amazing the 
people you meet, that come to the shows. He (Knight) started coming to the shows here a couple 
of years ago and called one day and said he had an idea.”
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          Knight said the Akron Civic Theatre will be the closest venue where the show can be seen 
for people in this area. He’s hoping the production will take off and will be picked up by other 
venues. “This show will appeal to blues fans, music fans and people who enjoy the theater,” said 
Knight, who also has the backing and support of various Blues Associations.
          Ghost of the Blues will have only one performance on Friday, February 7, 2014 at 8:00pm. 
Ticket prices are $49 and $39. Tickets are available at the Akron Civic Theatre Box Offi ce, by 
calling (330) 253-2488 or online at www.akroncivic.com, or TicketMaster (1-800-745-3000).  
Tickets are on sale now. 
          The full schedule is available 
at www.akroncivic.com.  Additional 
events will be added throughout the 
season.  Tickets and information are 
available in person at The Civic Box 
Offi ce or by calling 330.253.2488.

About the Akron Civic Theatre
        The Akron Civic Theater was 
built in 1929 by Marcus Loew and 
designed by famed theater architect, 
John Eberson. The interior structure 
was fashioned after a Moorish castle 
featuring Mediterranean decor, 
including medieval carvings, authentic 
European antiques and Italian 
alabaster sculptures. In June 2001, the 
Akron Civic Theatre underwent the 
most comprehensive restoration and 
expansion project in its history, whereby 
the theater was brought up to modern 
performance and patron standards.  During the 2012-2013 season, the theater attracted 107,071 
people for events ranging from Wanda Sykes, Ian Anderson, Hall and Oates, Matchbox 20 and 
non-commercial (YEPAW’s production of THE WIZ, the all-city production of RAGTIME, 
Cuyahoga Valley Youth Ballet, Festival of Nations) attractions.  For more information visit www.
akroncivic.com

Take Five w/ Mud Morganfi eld
          Thanks to Ghost of the Blues promoter Randy Knight, I had the opportunity to interview 
Mr. Mud Morganfi eld by email for this column. Here’s how it went:

North Coast Voice: How did you become involved with “Ghost of the Blues”?
Mud Morganfi eld: I became involved with the “Ghost of the Blues” through some great people 
like Randy Knight and Jeff Malone.  I am very proud of many things I have done, but being part 
of the “Ghost of the Blues” has been a highlight for me.
NCV: How does it feel to portray your famous father in the production?
MM: To portray his farther is the greatest honor any child can do for a parent. When I take the 
stage, you can bet my Dad is in the house guiding me, no one knows this but me, and now you 

know. Lol 
NCV:  Have you worked with any of the other musicians in the play 
before?
MM: No, I haven’t worked with of the other musicans, but know most of 
them, and let me tell you, this thing is bigger and more important than one 
may think. This play will go in the history books, and after all the players 
are gone, we know the world will look at this dedication to our blues 
forefathers.  I am honored to be part of it...
NCV: What Muddy Waters songs are covered in the show?
MM: We have decided to do songs that my Dad made great.  You have to 
come and hear the songs Miss Lilly. Lol
NCV: How much musical interaction did you have with your dad?
MM: My Dad’s music has always interacted with me.  I still dream of 
being on stage with my Dad, I know this will never happen here on Earth, 
so each time I take the stage, God has allowed for my Dad to sit in with 
me. Until we meet Pops, I love you with all my heart! Mud  
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music and having a good time doing 
what we do.”
     “I know that some musicians are 
all about making the bucks but for 
me it’s about making good music 
and then the money will follow. My 
band works as a team. We share the 
same passion for music. We have 
been together for about a year and 
a half. We released our fi rst album 
last year. There are nine songs, 
including the single, “Speck In 
Time”. The song is about all of us as 
humans being specks in time. I don’t 
think anyone has any special power 
regardless of who you are. We are 
just blips on the radar, just specks 
in time. I truly believe that and we 
need to remember it.”
     “I would describe our music as 
high energy, 70s inspired rock and 
roll. It’s all of our original music 
with a few covers for our shows. 
I do many guitar solos because I 
love to feel the notes and hope the 
audience experiences it with me. 
I would like to bring people back to the blues as Stevie Ray Vaughan did. In 1983, when Texas 
Flood was released, Stevie brought people back to the blues again when people were listening to 
anything but the blues. He was able to remind people of the blues infl uences he grew up on such 
as Albert King, Freddie King and Albert Collins. He reminded people of these musicians. As 
much as I want to show people my music, I want to show them that there’s other music out there, 
too.”
     Michael’s stage costumes are very 60s and 70s themed. “It’s the message I try to give which 
is very much based on my Jimi Hendrix experience,” he said. “It’s not just a song, concert or 
guitar playing; it’s an experience. It’s multidimensional. If you come to any of my shows, you 
will see more than a concert. We are exciting and upbeat. As for my stage clothes, those are fi nds 
from thrift stores. It has been somewhat hard to fi nd 60s style clothes. My mom is now making 
my stage costumes full time. She has been able to fi nd cool fabrics that fi t my style. I think 
clothing is very much an important element to a show. It gives you a visual as well as an auditory
experience.”
     Michael plans to keep moving forward with music as well as his education. “Maybe it’s just 
my youth speaking but music is enough for me. I know some musicians who like the party life 
style. I know that kind of life style isn’t for me. Anyone who has ever been great in music began 
with the love of music itself. Once someone thinks they have “made it” and feels they are great 
is when things start to fall apart. I like to see great musicians who want to keep improving; those 
are the guys I have a lot of respect for.”
     “I like to edit my own videos. I love art and graphic design. I design the posters for our band. 
I think everything is important. You have to be a Renaissance man. You can’t just be a guitar 
player. You have to be a guitar player, singer, design artist, web master, promoter, photographer 
and booking agent. If you’re just one thing, you’re not enough, especially in this day and age.”

THE MICHAEL WEBER SHOW is currently in the studio working on their 2nd full-length 
album and has the following concert on the schedule.
The John Durda Benefi t Concert
Sunday, March 2, 2014 Los Gallos Banquet Hall in Boardman, Ohio
Other bands include: Leanne Binder, BIGSHOT, Mr. Lucky, Edison’s Medicine, Wet Lemon, 
Frank Castellano, Haymaker, & The Gary Markasky Project.
www.themichaelwebershow.com
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1153 Mechanicsville Rd.
ATM

NETWORK Mastercard
®

®VISA

Watch NFL Playoffs & CAVS
on Our Big Screens!

Tuesdays: 
40¢ Boneless & JUMBO Wings

Open Mic with Jimmy & Friends 6:30
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FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS!

Sat. Feb. 1
Ernest T Band

9 – 1

Sun. Feb. 2
Super Bowl Party

Food & Drink Specials
Foot Bingo

Football Toss
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5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1am!
Open at 7am for Breakfast and cooking until 11pm, fryer may

be available later. Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com
Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8 PM-12:30 AM

NO BOOKS! NO NUMBERS! NO HASSLES! 

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

Mystery
  Party! 8pm

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well Drinks (Holidays Excluded)

YOU'VE GOTTA SEND IN PHOTOS TO WIN
SEND US AN EMAIL TO RECEIVE OUR MAILINGS!

Once again, THANK YOU 
EVERYONE for your 

overwhelming donations at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
for our 3 adopted families.  

We were able to brighten their 
Holidays and they were all 

extremely appreciative. February 15th

CALL FOR CARRY OUT (440) 466-2361
FOR MORE INFO M- www.sportsterz.com

OPEN ALL YEAR!
Monday & Tuesday – CLOSED

WEDNESDAY - Open at 4pm
Happy Hour - 4pm to 8pm

Wing Night!

THURSDAY - Open at 4pm
Happy Hour - 4pm to 8pm

$3 - 10” Cheese Pizza
(toppings extra)

FRIDAY - Open at 4pm
5pm to 7pm - $1 Domestic Bottles

SATURDAY - Open at Noon
Various Events  & Specials!

SUNDAY - Open at Noon
AUCE Spaghetti - $3.99

~Continued on Page 14

The Rubber City BeatleFest returns to the Akron Civic Theatre
        “Beatlemania” is alive and well and Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the “British Invasion”
The Akron Civic Theatre in conjunction with RSM Productions and 97.5 WONE will present The Rubber City BeatleFest 2014 on Saturday, 
February 1, 2014 at 6:45 p.m. 
       BeatleFest begins with the doors opening at 6:45 p.m. in the Civic Grand Lobby with memorabilia exhibitors Steve Madonna, Jim Hoffert, 
and Lawrence Puljic. Attendees will also be able to view a photo exhibit by George Shuba, Cleveland’s fi rst and foremost Rock Photographer, and 
have the opportunity to purchase Beatle-themed paintings by noted artist, Billy Nainiger.
This year’s musical show will start at 8:00 p.m. and features Jim Bonfanti, the founding member of two of Ohio’s greatest rock bands, The Choir 
and The Raspberries. Mr. Bonfanti will be performing with the Fantom 4. The ReBeats will be performing songs from the post “Revolver” album 
era and feature their “Beatle-Delic” light show. Closing the show will be Hard Days Night who will be recreating the set list from the famous Ed 
Sullivan Show 50 years ago!
Ticket prices are $25 reserved, $15 general admission or a special date night offer of two reserved tickets for $40. Tickets are on sale now at the 
Akron Civic Theatre Box Offi ce, (330) 253-2488, online at www.akroncivic.com, or Ticketmaster charge by phone (1-800-745-3000). 

COMING IN FROM THE COLD: CARLOS JONES and UMOJAH NATION 
AT THE BEACHLAND BALLROOM!
       Little Fish Records announced today that Carlos Jones & The PLUS Band (Peace, Love, and Unity Syndicate) will be performing at The 
Beachland Ballroom with Umojah Nation on Saturday, January 18 at 9:00 pm. (15711 Waterloo Road, Cleveland, OH 44110; 216-383-1124) 
Tickets are $10 in advance; $12 day of show. Doors open at 8:00 pm, and this show is for all ages. 
The “iron-man” of the reggae scene in Cleveland, Ohio is without question, Carlos Jones. His journey is a history of Cleveland reggae itself. 
Jones started out as a sideman (percussion/vocals) with the band I-Tal in the late 70s, and went on to become the front man for the rock/reggae 
group, First Light, for 14 years. Now Carlos leads The PLUS Band, focusing on rootsier reggae sounds and uplifting positive messages.  Coming 
off of another busy year, Jones has been collaborating with other artists including the hot new Jamaican producer – Mantis Tan Tan, who brought 
him in to sing on a track by reggae artist Jr. Blessington.  Jones also contributed vocals on a song written by Hawaiian reggae artist, Marty 
Dread (Stop Misleading the Youth), and now the two are discussing putting a music video together for the song when Dread is in Cleveland for 
the House of Blues show on February 22nd.   Jones has also been in demand as a percussionist, having played on the 2013 Winslow CD – “Left of 
the Right Direction”.
       Founded by the husband/wife team of Stefano and Tracey Nguma, Umojah Nation features four female performers with heavenly harmonies. 
Together they lead Northeast Ohio’s most inspired new reggae band. The group adopts its moniker from the Swahili word for unity, and while 
seeded in Jamaican roots and dancehall, Umojah Nation possesses an original style of reggae all 
its own.
        LITTLE FISH RECORDS (LFR) is a Cleveland-based record label presenting the fi nest 
local and regional sounds within a variety of genres, including Reggae, World, Americana, Blues, 
Folk, Jazz, and Rock. LFR is a division of Cross Track Music, Inc., a full-service provider of 
artist services, including management, promotions, distribution, bookings, publishing, foreign 
licensing, mobile marketing (through its Music America subsidiary), and video production. 

Geneva Winterfest February 1st 2014 – Get On Board!
        The Annual Winterfest in Geneva is gearing up for another winter season of community fun 
and events throughout Geneva Saturday, February 1st.  There will be a chili cook-off, parade, 
pancake breakfast, spaghetti dinner, carriage rides, and if there is snow - snowmobile rides, sled 
riding, and much more. Some participating businesses will have local musicians playing at their 
venues during Winterfest. The event is free to the public and a great time for everyone!  The 
parade takes place noon. There is still time to sign up to anyone wishing to participate in the chili 
cook-off contest.  Forms and details can be found at www.visitgenevaoh.com

NEW FOR 2014 - BRIT FLOYD DISCOVERY WORLD TOUR 2014
A SPECTACULAR NEW LIVE PRODUCTION FEATURING MUSIC FROM ALL 
FOURTEEN PINK FLOYD STUDIO ALBUMS PLUS A DAZZLING NEW LIGHT AND 
LASER SHOW
        The Akron Civic Theatre welcomes Brit Floyd on Monday, March 24, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 
Having performed to over one million fans around the world since it’s fi rst show in Liverpool, 
England in January 2011, Brit Floyd - The World’s Greatest Pink Floyd Show, returns to North 
America from March to June 2014 to perform DISCOVERY, a stunning new three hour 
chronological musical journey spanning the entire recording career of Pink Floyd from 1967 - 
1994. 
        Named after Pink Floyd’s recent box set of the same name, and featuring music from the 
Syd Barrett led ‘60s psychedelic pop of ‘The Piper at the Gates of Dawn’, through to the nineties 
‘The Division Bell’, and everything in between, the brand new DISCOVERY show will capture 
in note-for-note detail, all your favorite moments as well as a few lesser known gems, from one 
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Rogue Double Chocolate Stout, Chocolate Stout available now in time 
for Valentine’s Day
       Show some love with the beers for Valentine’s 
Day; Rogue’s Chocolate Stout and Double Chocolate Stout – now made 
with Rogue Farms ingredients.
ROGUE CHOCOLATE STOUT
Give the perfect fi t this Valentine’s Day with Rogue Chocolate Stout 
in 22oz limited release bottles with a special “Valentine Red” label. 
These special Valentine’s bottles are available nationwide in January and 
February only.
Chocolate Stout was created when Rogue Brewmaster John Maier paired 
his World Champion Shakespeare Oatmeal Stout, made the “Best of 1500 
Beers” by Bob Klein in the Beer Lover’s Rating Guide, with decadent 
chocolate. This World Class product has received over 20 awards, including Gold in the 2012 
World Beer championships.
Rogue Chocolate Stout has a mellow, earthy fl avor of oats
and hops that gives way to a rich, chocolate truffl e fi nish. 11 ingredients make up this brew: 
2-Row, C-120 Chocolate & Rogue Farms Dare and Risk Malts; Rogue Farms Rebel Hops; 
Rolled Oats, Roasted Barley, Chocolate, Free Range Coastal Water and Pacman Yeast.
ROGUE DOUBLE CHOCOLATE STOUT
Show some love this Valentine’s Day with Rogue Double Chocolate Stout in its special limited 
edition red 750mL bottle. Discover it on shelves in January and February only.
Double Chocolate Stout is an amplifi cation of Chocolate Stout, brewed with 12 ingredients: 
2-Row, C-120 Chocolate & Rogue Farms Dare and Risk Malts; Rogue Farms Rebel Hops; 
Rolled Oats, Roasted Barley, Honey, Chocolate, Free Range Coastal Water and Pacman Yeast.
Rogue is a revolution that expresses itself through world class artisan ales, lagers, stouts, porters, 
meads and spirits. From ground to glass, Rogue has remained committed to saving the terroir of 
Oregon hops and barley, one acre at a time, by growing their own.

Woodchuck Cellar Series Chocolate cider ships
       Woodchuck Hard Cider continues its tradition of category pioneering ciders with the 
release of Woodchuck Cellar Series Chocolate. The third cider released in the Cellar Series line, 
Chocolate is on store shelves now, just in time for Valentine’s Day.
        Woodchuck’s original small batch hard cider, featuring Vermont culinary apple varieties 
such as Macintosh and late season Northern Spy, was aged with crushed cocao beans. Cocao 
beans, or nibs, are the starting point from which chocolate is produced. The infusion of the cocao 
nibs bring notes of artisan chocolate throughout the nose and taste of the cider. A hint of caramel 
accompanies the dry fi nish, as does a full apple fl avor.
        “The use of crushed cocao nibs allowed for this cider to showcase chocolate’s true 
character,” says Cider Maker John Matson. “The infusion of the beans brought out those strong 
natural chocolate notes, without the sweetness found in a chocolate bar. The balance of the apple 
against the cocao creates a truly distinctive tasting experience. I am thrilled with the result and 
hope our fans are too.”
        Cellar Series Chocolate represents one of the most unique ciders Woodchuck has ever 
brought to market. It deepens the commitment to crafting cider styles that push the category 
forward while exposing cider to an ever-growing audience.
Cellar Series Chocolate is pasteurized and featured in a 22oz bottle. Alcohol by volume (ABV) 
is 6.9%. It is shipping now nationwide and will be on store shelves through February. Suggested 
retail for a 22oz bottle is $4.99.
For more information on Chocolate and all things Woodchuck visit our blog, The Core. Looking 
to fi nd it near you? Check out the Woodchuck Cider Locator.
About Woodchuck® Hard Cider

Woodchuck Hard Cider is a hard cider handcrafted with apples. Woodchuck Amber was 
developed in a Proctorsville, Vermont garage in 1991. Its recipe and creator, Greg Failing, 
remain at the core of the product. Woodchuck Hard Cider now operates in a state-of-the-art 
cidery in Middlebury, Vermont, and its lineup of styles has grown to include a variety of seasonal
and limited releases. Distribution, which started in a single Vermont country store, now stretches 
across all 50 states. The Woodchuck family is dedicated to providing exceptional quality and 
premium taste in every bottle. A naturally gluten-free beverage, Woodchuck Hard Cider lends 
itself well to food pairings and recipes. More information is available at www.woodchuck.com.

Youngstown’s Rust Belt Brewing Company announces Grand Opening 
      Rust Belt Brewing Tap House located at 112 W Commerce Street, Youngstown, OH 44502. 
The Tap House is currently in the soft opening stage with current hours of 4PM-12AM Monday 
thru Wednesday, 4PM-2AM Thursday and Friday, and 11A-2A Saturday and Sunday.
The Grand Opening is scheduled for Friday January, 17 2014.  Please join to celebrate.
          Rust Belt Brewing Company, LLC is Youngtown Ohio’s one and only craft brewery. The 
Tap House is being opened to serve as a tasting room to supplement the brewing operations. The 
Tap House will carry the four core beers produced by Rust Belt, other seasonal or special Rust 
Belt brews, as well as emphasize unique local craft beers, wines, and liquors produced in the 
Rust Belt region while having the standard liquors as a supporting cast. Follow the company on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to be informed of special events, product offerings, and craft 
beer and liquor drink specials. 
        Rust Belt Brewing Company, LLC was established in 2008 in Youngstown, Ohio. The 
company has operated with deep respect for the roots and DNA of the Youngstown and Rust Belt 
region. This respect to community is evident in the titles and descriptions of the four core beers: 
Blast Furnace Blond Ale, Coke Oven Stout, Old Man Hoppers India Pale Ale, and Rusted River 
Irish Red as well as the Tap House efforts to highlight non Rust Belt Brewing product offerings 
manufactured in Ohio and the surrounding Rust Belt Region. www.rustbeltbrewing.com.

Founders Smoked Porter joins Backstage Series in February
       Founders Brewing Co. will introduce Smoked Porter, brewed with a 
combination of beech wood–smoked barley and oak-smoked wheat malt 
along with a generous helping of chocolate malt, on shelves and draft 
lines beginning in February 2014. Like all Founders’ Backstage Series 
beers, Smoked Porter will be sold in 750mL bottles, with a suggested 
retail price to be determined.
       “This is a style of beer that we’ve discussed brewing for a decade,” 
said Co-Founder and Vice President of Brand & Education Dave 
Engbers. “We weren’t able to fi t it into our production schedule for 
years. Now, with our pilot system, our brewers have room for greater 
experimentation and aggressive recipe formulation.” The brewery’s 
taproom in Grand Rapids, Michigan, also recently announced 
the addition of a draft line dedicated to their pilot system, only pouring those small batch 
experimental beers. A recent offering showcased the brewery’s fi rst lager in twelve years.
        Founders’ Backstage Series is made up of boundary-pushing, experimental beers. The 
intent of the series is to take the diehard Founders fan experience to a wider audience—though 
all of the beers are still released in limited batches. Since its introduction in the summer of 2011, 
Founders’ Backstage Series beers have quickly become some of the most sought-after releases in 
the industry.
       Limited bottles of Founders Smoked Porter will only be available in Michigan; draft will be 
available in most markets across the brewery’s distribution footprint. The beer will be released 
in February, with exact timing dependent on distributor shipments. Bottles will be released in the 
brewery’s taproom at a to-be-determined date. It will not be a pre-ticketed release. Look for at 
least two more Backstage Series releases from Founders in 2014.
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By Don Perry

Louis “Satchmo” 
Armstrong, Part 2
  Greetings Everyone, I hope that your holidays were 
peaceful and joyous.  You may recall that our last 
issue of 2013 featured part 1 of a 2-part look at the life 
and music of perhaps the most infl uential jazz artist 
of all time, Louis Armstrong.  We left the story in 
Chicago, toward the end of the 1920’s with Armstrong 
making his fi rst appearance in a Broadway production, 
switching from cornet to the trumpet and introducing 
scat singing to a much larger part of the country’s 
population by recording popular songs of the day 
rather than strictly jazz numbers.  By the end of the 
decade his popularity grew from the Chicago and New 
York jazz scenes to national and even international 
notoriety.
  By 1932, Armstrong had begun appearing in movies and made his fi rst tour of England. While 
he was beloved by musicians, he was too wild for most critics, who gave him some of the most 
racist and harsh reviews of his career.  Louis didn’t let the criticism stop him however, and he 
returned as an even bigger star embarking on a longer European tour in 1933.
   In a strange turn of events, it was during this tour that Armstrong’s career seemed to unravel.  
He had a fi ght with his manager, Johnny Collins, who had evidently caused problems for 
Armstrong with the American mob, and Collins left him stranded overseas.  Soon after the 
incident, Armstrong decided to take some time off and spent much of 1934 relaxing in Europe 
and resting his exhausted chops.
  When Louis Armstrong returned to Chicago in 1935, he had no band, no engagements and no 
recording contract.  He turned to Joe Glaser, who had previously owned the Sunset Café, where 
Louis had played regularly through the 1920’s. Glaser had mob ties of his own and had loved 
Armstrong from the time the two had met.  Armstrong put his career in Glaser’s hands and asked 
him to make his troubles disappear. Glaser, who would remain Satchmo’s manager for the rest of 
his career, did just that; within a few months, Armstrong had a new big band and was recording 
for Decca Records.   
        Over the next several years, Armstrong set a number of African-American “fi rsts”.  In 
1936 he became the fi rst African-American to write an autobiography, Swing That Music. That 
same year, he became the fi rst African-American to earn featured billing in a major Hollywood 
movie, Pennies from Heaven, which also starred Bing Crosby.  Then in 1937 he became the fi rst 
African-American entertainer to host a nationally sponsored radio show, when he took over the 
Rudy Vallee radio show for 12 weeks.
      Armstrong’s music was a frequent presence on radio, as he continued to appear in major 
fi lms and often broke box-offi ce records throughout the height of what is now known as the 
“Swing Era,” which did eventually wind down in the mid-40s, as be-bop and other new jazz 
forms came upon the scene with young, hungry artists, the likes of Dizzy Gilespie, John Coltrane 
and Miles Davis, many of whom viewed Armstrong’s ever-smiling stage persona as outdated. 
To adapt to the changing times, Armstrong scaled down to a smaller six-piece combo, which he 
called the “All Stars”; personnel would frequently change, but this would be the group Louis 
would perform with live, throughout the remainder of his career. 
    He continued recording for Decca into the early ‘50s, creating a string of popular hits, 
including “Blueberry Hill,” until moving to Columbia where he scored one of the biggest hits of 
his career: His jazz transformation of Kurt Weill’s “Mack the Knife.” 
     His popularity overseas skyrocketed through the 50s and 60s, leading him to be known as 
“Ambassador Satch” as he performed all over the world, including Europe, Africa and Asia.  

For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

or
www.facevaluemusic.com

Face Value Duo
Sat, Jan. 25th • 8-11 pm
Beach Club Grill

Sat, Feb. 2nd • 4:30 pm
Old Mill Winery hosting Open Mic
 
Face Value
Sat, Feb. 1st • 8-Midnight
CK's Lounge @ Quail Hollow
 
Sat, Feb. 8th • 7:30-10:30
Grand River Cellars

His grueling touring schedule caught up with him in 1959, when he suffered a 
heart attack while traveling in Spoleto, Italy.  Taking only a few weeks off to 
recover, he was back on the road, performing as many as 300 nights a year into 
the 1960s.
        After 2 years without entering the studio, Satch was called into the studio in 
December of 1963, to record the title number for a Broadway show that had not 
yet opened; Hello, Dolly!  The record quickly climbed the charts and unseated the 

Beatles from the No.1 slot in May 1964, the height of Beatlemania. 
Perhaps his most everlasting recording came in 1967, with the ballad, “What a Wonderful 
World.” Different from most of his recordings of the era, the song includes no trumpet and 
features Armstrong’s gravelly voice in the midst of strings and angelic voices.
 By 1968, health issues fi nally forced the legend to begin to slow down. Heart and kidney 
problems forced him to stop performing completely in 1969.  But by the summer of 1970, 
Armstrong’s doctors allowed him to perform publicly and return to the life he loved.   
  After a successful engagement in Las Vegas, 
Armstrong once again began accepting 
engagements around the world, including in 
London and Washington, D.C. and New York (he 
performed for two weeks at New York’s Waldorf-
Astoria). However, a heart attack two days after 
the Waldorf gig sidelined him yet again.
  Armstrong returned to his home in May 
1971, and though he soon resumed playing and 
promised to perform in public once more, the 
most infl uential Jazz Artist in American History 
died in his sleep on July 6, 1971, at his home in 
Corona, Queens, New York. 
  The home was declared a National Historic 
Landmark in 1977, and today, is home to the 
Louis Armstrong House Museum, which receives 
thousands of visitors annually, from around the 
world.
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You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER,
Leader Dogs for the Blind

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!

of the most outstanding and enduring back catalogues in the history of recorded music. 
        Featuring the trademark Pink Floyd arch and circle light show, Brit Floyd’s musical 
performance will also be accompanied by amazing original video and brand new animation, 
inspired by the timelessly brilliant artwork designs of longtime Pink Floyd collaborator Storm 
Thorgerson.  
        With painstaking attention to detail, replicating every nuance of every Floydian moment 
both musically and visually, the band’s execution of all Pink Floyd’s greatest works will make 
each familiar track sound fresh and pristine.
        Brit Floyd will have one performance on Monday; March 24, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. Ticket 
prices are: $44.50, $39.50 and $34.50.  Tickets are available at the Akron Civic Theatre Box 
Offi ce (330) 253-2488 or online at www.akroncivic.com, or TicketMaster (1-800-745-3000).  
Tickets are on sale now.

Hard Rock Rocksino Northfi eld Park Concert Announcements!
Clannad 
February 11th at 7:30 PM Reserved Seat Tickets: $55/$40/$30 
        Over the decades, Clannad have made music that entwines the traditional and the modern, 
the past and the future, with stunningly beautiful results. With their haunting songs, mesmerizing 
vocals, and captivating sound the group has sold over fi fteen million records worldwide. 
        Comprised of siblings Moya, Ciaran and Pol Brennan, along 
with their twin uncles Noel and Padraig Duggan, the band began life 
performing in the family owned tavern in a remote part of North West 
Ireland. After winning an established folk competition of which the prize 
was a record deal with Phillips, they decided to go at it full time. Their 
self titled debut album, Clannad, was released in 1973. 
        Their trademark sound began to develop over the course of their 
fi rst six albums, taking near forgotten traditional Irish songs, often in 
their native Gaelic language, bringing new arrangements to them, and 
creating a unique vocal harmony sound. Throughout this period they 
toured extensively across Europe. Towards the end of the seventies 
they recruited their younger sister in on piano and harmony vocals. She 

worked on two albums and several tours with them before going on to establish her own highly 
successful solo career as Enya. 
        The new album Nádúr, (Irish for Nature), released in September 2013, is their fi rst album of 
new material since 1998. For this close-knit group, their musical journey is both remarkable in 
its personal accomplishment and historic in its contributions to Irish culture. 
         It is indeed fascinating to consider that what today is so widely regarded as Celtic music 
was fi rst called “Clannad music.” There is perhaps no greater testament to the impact of this 
groundbreaking group than that. www.clannad.ie

Michael Stanley and the Resonators with special guest Donnie Iris & The Cruisers 
Valentine’s Day Concert Celebration 
Friday February 14th at 7:30 PM Reserved Seat Tickets: $59.50/$47.50 
        Love is in the air and Cupid’s arrow is pointed at the heart of Rock and Roll on Valentine’s 
Day with a concert featuring Michael Stanley and the Resonators with special guest Donnie 
Iris & The Cruisers! The people of Cleveland do not describe Michael Stanley just as a rock 
star, media personality, or musician– he is a living legend. His career has spanned over 30 years 
including 28 record releases and hundreds of concerts! 
        The Resonators consist of Tommy Dobeck on drums, Bob Pelander on piano/vocals, Danny 
Powers on guitar/vocals, Jennifer Lee on vocals/percussion, Rodney Psyka on vocals/percussion, 
Marc Lee Shannon on guitar, Eroc Sosinski on bass/vocals and Paul Christensen on Sax. 
Considered to be the best screamer in rock and roll, Pittsburgh icon Donnie Iris learned how 

to sing from his Mother and then from Tony Bennett and 
Marvin Gaye. In 1970, Donnie was a member of the Jaggerz 
and earned a gold record for writing and singing the No. 
1 song “The Rapper.” In 1978, Donnie was asked to join 
“Wild Cherry” (“Play That Funky Music, White Boy”) in the 
group’s waning days. This is when Donnie met Mark Avsec, 
his future collaborator and partner, in “Wild Cherry” began 
discussing plans for a recording project and in 1979 Donnie 
Iris & The Cruisers were born. 
        2014 marks the 35th Anniversary of Donnie Iris & The 
Cruisers! “Ah! Leah!”, “Love Is Like A Rock”, “That’s The 
Way Love Ought To Be”, “My Girl” and “Do You Compute” 
are just some of their hit songs. 
       In August of 1982, The Michael Stanley Band, set an 

attendance record of four sold out performances at Blossom Music Center, 74,404, that still 
stands today… Donnie Iris and the Cruisers were the opening act on all four of these dates. 
Come celebrate Valentine’s Day with Cleveland and Pittsburgh’s favorite sons…Michael Stanley 
and The Resonators and Donnie Iris and The Cruisers. There will certainly be a number of 
surprises on the very special occasion! 
www.michaelstanley.com 
www.donnieiris.com

Jennifer Nettles with special guest Brandy Clark 
Saturday, February 15th at 8:00 PM Reserved Seat Tickets: 59.50/$45/$35 
        Jennifer Nettles, lead vocalist for international super duo Sugarland, has become one of the 
most popular singer-songwriters in music today. Since Sugarland exploded onto the music scene 
in ’04 they have worldwide sales of over 22 million (albums and singles) to date, have achieved 
eight No. 1 singles and have won numerous awards including trophies from the Grammys, 
AMAs, ACM Awards, CMT Music Awards and CMA Awards. Nettles has won fi ve ASCAP 
awards for her songwriting abilities, and in 2008 individually received a Grammy Award, ACM 
Award and CMA Award for penning the emotionally charged, platinum-selling No. 1 hit “Stay.” 
At the 2009 ACM Awards, Nettles was honored with the “Crystal Milestone Award” for being 
the fi rst woman to be the solo songwriter on an ACM “Song of the Year” winner since 1972. 
         Nettles has been seen all over the media spectrum, with performances ranging from 
President Barack Obama’s inauguration celebration to Oprah, Good Morning America, Ellen, 
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno and CNN Heroes, among others. Her fans have grown to 
expect Nettles to deliver memorable, heartfelt performances both individually and with surprise 
duet partners: At the 2007 AMAs, Beyonce joined Sugarland on stage for a countrifi ed version 
of her hit single “Irreplaceable.” Two years later, at The Kennedy Center Honors, Nettles paid 
tribute to icon Bruce Springsteen, covering “Glory Days” and “I’m On Fire” with Ben Harper. 
In 2010, Nettles, Katy Perry and Keri Hilson opened VH1 Divas: Salute The Troops with a 
playful and sexy reprise of the WWII-era hit “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,” and most recently 
Nettles treated fans to a show-stopping performance of “You and I” with Lady Gaga at the 2011 
‘Grammy Nominations Live’ concert. Nettles and her Sugarland partner Kristian Bush have 

~Continued on Page 20
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A Conversation with Russell Hitchcock 
of Air Supply
Air Supply will be performing at Akron Civic Theatre on January 31.
By Helen Marketti
        
         Russell Hitchcock and Graham Russell have been the 
talented duo for the band, Air Supply for forty years. The 
two fi rst met in 1975 in Sydney, Australia while performing 
in the stage play, “Jesus Christ Superstar”.
     “I was working in an offi ce for a computer company 
in 1975,” remembers Russell Hitchcock. “One day when 
I came home from work, my girlfriend at the time told me 
there were auditions being held for “Jesus Christ Superstar” 
and that I should attend because I can sing. I didn’t think 
much of it at the time and told her that everyone can sing so 
why should I try? She said because no one else sings as I do. 
I ended up going to the audition, brought sheet music with 
me and sang, “Bridge Over Troubled Water”. I didn’t even 
know if I was singing in the right key but I made it and that’s 
how Graham and I fi rst met. He had already been writing 
songs on his own and then we started working together. I 
never thought about a career in music and certainly not one 
that has lasted this long.”
     Air Supply had dominated the charts during the 80s with 
many hits that millions are familiar. Lost in Love, Even the 
Nights Are Better, Every Woman In the World, All Out of 
Love, Making Love Out of Nothing At All, Sweet Dreams and 
many more. They are still recording new material, touring 
and working on other projects. 
     “It’s a great shock to us to have a career going this long,” 
said Russell. “We fi rst started in Australia and had major 
hits. We thought this would be a good thing for us to do for a 
few years, never realizing at the time how long it would last. 
As the years went by, I remember mentioning to an audience 
that we were celebrating eighteen years together at the time. 
I thought that was a long time! Now it has been forty years 
and it really is quite amazing. I think it’s a testament to our songs because it starts with Graham 
being a brilliant songwriter. We work very hard at what we do. We give of ourselves as much as 
we can when we are onstage. We play for an hour and fi fty minutes. People know most of the 
songs and that’s a great luxury.”
     Russell continues, “Graham writes the songs. He writes with the passion and vision with 
what he sees and feels. I do my job to sing. He will ask me my thoughts on a song and I 
might throw in my two cents to make myself feel important. (laughs) There isn’t any need for 
tweaking because Graham knows what he is doing. We have kept it this way since day one 
of our career. We each have a defi ned role and do not step on each other’s toes. It’s the most 
incredible working relationship that I have ever had and I’ve seen a lot of them.”
     “Graham and I do not see each other at all when we’re not working. I always look forward 
to seeing him in the studio and on the road. He lives in the middle of nowhere in Utah whereas 
I live in the suburbs of Atlanta. We have both been through quite a bit in our personal lives and 
we have always been there for each other. Neither one of us has any brothers so we rely on each 
other and have a lot of fun together.”
     Air Supply was recently inducted into the (ARIA) Australian Recording Industry Association 
Hall of Fame. In addition to their recent induction and touring, Russell and Graham are involved 
with the musical, “All Out of Love” which features the classic songs of Air Supply and an 
original script. They are also working on their 24th studio CD due to be released later this year.

     “There is a lot of activity going on and we are very fortunate,” said Russell. “We have been 
successful because of our music that was played on the radio. We have always maintained a 
high level of performance and recordings. I am extremely proud of our career.” 
     “We are looking forward to our fi rst show of the year at Akron Civic Theatre. It’s going to 
be great. We play the songs everyone is familiar with plus some new material. Graham has a 
solo spot in the show. Our band and our show is high energy and very dynamic. We involve 

the audience as much as we can. We put a great deal of 
thought into our shows. We are very grateful that people still 
appreciate Air Supply.”

A Conversation with Graham 
Russell of Air Supply
By Pete Roche

         It’s January 6th and the temperature is hovering at zero 
degrees as the much-hyped Polar Vortex comes swirling 
over Northeast Ohio.  I’m on lunch break, bundled in my 
Toyota in the same Lakewood parking lot where (in order 
to minimize interruptions and offi ce distractions) I conduct 
most of my telephone interviews with itinerant musicians.  
        Suddenly, surreally, Graham Russell—one-half of 
multiplatinum Australian pop act Air Supply—is singing the 
band’s all-time biggest hit in my ear.  
       How’d my ordinary winter Monday in Cleveland 
become so awesome?  
        It’s been several years since Russell and Air Supply 
cohort Russell Hitchcock came to town, but now the duo is 
prepping for a return to America with a string of shows at 
midsize venues and concert halls.  The two friends have been 
collaborating for nearly forty years, hitting a hot streak in the 
early ‘80s and maintaining success overseas with albums like 
The Vanishing Race, News From Nowhere, and Across the 
Concrete Sky.  They scored another minor hit in “Dance With 
Me,” from their 2010 effort Mumbo Jumbo, and are poised 
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to strike again:  Air Supply will have a brand new track 
available for download by the time they play the Akron 

Civic on January 31st.  
     The forthcoming single (and proposed new album) 
puts Air Supply in the rare company of “legacy” 
acts who’ve issued original material over the span of 
fi ve or more decades.  But—like The Rolling Stones 
and Rush—these guys refuse to rest on their laurels, 
perennially returning to the studio between tours to 
embrace their muse and record fresh tracks, many of 
which end up joining classics like “All Out of Love,” 
“Lost in Love,” and “Every Woman in the World” in 
concert sets.  
       British by birth, Russell immigrated to the “land 
down under” as a teenager.  He met Hitchcock on an 
Aussie production of an Andrew Lloyd-Weber play in the 
mid-‘70s and gigged with the operatic Afro-haired singer 
around Melbourne as an acoustic combo before cutting 
their fi rst album.  Early incarnations of Air Supply 
opened for Rod Stewart, Boz Scaggs, and Chicago (with 
Divinyls guitarist Mark McEntee in the lineup)—but 
it wasn’t until the band’s Arista Records debut that the 
troubadours found global success, cracking Billboard 
charts with its fi rst three Top 10 hits.  
       1980’s triumph Lost in Love was followed by the 
equally impressive The One That You Love and Now and 
Forever, with both LPs yielding additional smash ballads.  
For 1985’s Greatest Hits, the band teamed with Meatloaf 
writer Jim Steinman on the cinematic “Making Love Out 
of Nothing at All.”
        But Air Supply’s light romance music wasn’t for 
everyone.  Subsequent albums (CD’s, by this point) were 
overlooked in the United States. Event “soft rock” Adult 
Contemporary radio started giving Air Supply the cold 
shoulder, and the band was lost in a tidal wave of dance 
(Michael Jackson’s Thriller), bubblegum pop, and patriotic roots-rock (Springsteen’s Born in the USA).  Russell and Hitchcock enjoyed further 
success overseas—particularly in the Far East—but the ‘80’s biggest balladeers never lost their affi nity for American audiences. 
        Russell assured us that Air Supply will effectively bridge past and present with its Akron show, uniting Ohio “Air Heads” with a hits-plus 
marathon that’ll be equal parts novel and nostalgic—all rendered with Air Supply’s trademark passion and fi nesse.    
      On hiatus from a sold out tour of Korea, China, Japan, Philippines, Australia, and New Zealand, the North Coast Voice had the opportunity to 
speak with Graham Russell from his home in Utah.

NORTH COAST VOICE: Air Supply was recently inducted into the Australian Recording Industry Association’s Hall of Fame, with you and 
Russell receiving ARIA awards last month.  That must’ve been gratifying, even if it felt to fans like it was long overdue.  
GRAHAM:  Oh, it was a wonderful thing, and some great artists performed, some international artists.  And it was nice to get that recognition 
fi nally from our home country, you know?  We certainly achieved the criteria necessary to get that award, but it’s nice to get it!  
NCV:  Can you talk a bit about what’s new in Air Supply camp?  You issued a single called “Sanctuary” a few weeks back, but apparently there’s 
another new song—“Desert Sea Sky”—in the pipeline.
GRAHAM:  Well, “Desert Sea Sky” comes out in two weeks, and we’re expecting great things from it.  It’s the fi rst real dance track we’ve ever 
released as a single.  It’s kind of full-on dance, remixed by two guys in England who do a lot of the big artists like Madonna and Beyonce, and 
they wanted to remix one of our tracks.  So we gave it to ‘em, and it sounds amazing.  I think it’s going to pop a few eyes open—a dance track 
coming from Air Supply.  It’ll be interesting to see what the reaction is.  But the track sounds fabulous.
NCV:  Your website also mentions a new live CD / DVD compilation.  You’ve done a few live albums before.  Is this the big show from Hong 
Kong?
GRAHAM:  The new one is Hong Kong.  I think it’s coming out after the Chinese New Year, near the middle of February.  We did one in Israel 
four years ago, and then this one suddenly came up with only a week’s notice.  Our Chinese promoter asked if we’d like to do one in Hong Kong.  
So we said “yeah,” and it sounds great.  It’s 5.1 Surround Sound and will be available on Blu-Ray, which is our fi rst Blu-Ray DVD.  
NCV:  Can you talk a little about how you and Russell fi rst teamed up?  It’s fairly common knowledge amongst Air Heads that you met as cast 
members in an Australian production of Jesus Christ Superstar back in the mid-Seventies.
GRAHAM:  We did, yeah.  That’s where we both met.  We became great friends, and had so many things in common.  It was almost like it was 
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predestined that we work together.  We both had a great love of The Beatles and had both seen them live when we were fourteen in the other side 
of the world.  We were born in the same month, and share the same name.  So I think the universe channeled something there, like “You guys 
need to work together!”  So we did!
NCV:  I’m inclined to agree.  It’s not often in popular music that you encounter vocal harmonies like yours.  The Beatles, Beach Boys, Bee 
Gees…and yourself and Russell—the kind of vocals and harmonies that can give chills, and get stuck in the brain forever.
GRAHAM:  Thank you, that’s very kind.  The thing with Russell and I is, everything we do, we don’t have to work at it.  I mean, we work very 
hard, but the harmonies come very naturally.  It’s never a case of planning it, where “You sing this, and I’ll sing that.”  When I present a new 
song, Russell just starts singing it.  And if he’s singing the melody, I’ll sing the harmony, or vice-versa.  So everything falls into place, like it 
always has.  We’ve very fortunate in that respect.
NCV:  A lot of people don’t know about the different versions of your break-out hit, “Lost in Love.”  There was one version on the Life Support 
album, but then you guys gave it a makeover to help break into America and the rest of the world with the Lost in Love album a year or so later.  
Is there a preferred version for you?  Or perhaps a live version you’re fond of?
GRAHAM:  Well, the two recorded versions—the Australian one is quite different from the American one.  It’s not as lush, and there aren’t those 
background singers in back going [sings] “Lost in love and I don’t know much.”  They’re not on the Australian one.  That’s just Russell.  But 
when [Arista Records president] Clive Davis heard the track in 1979, he said “I want to put some female voices on.”  And we said, “Alright, we’ll 
put them on.”  Because Russell was doing all the voices, but he wanted that, to make it a little catchier.  But whatever he did, it was right.  Clive 
always seems to make the right decisions!  But as far as which is the best one…they’re both slightly different.  If you listen to the Australian one 
on headphones, you can actually hear us talking in the background on the track.  And that’s not on the American one.  They took that off.    
NCV:  Clive mentions a lot of that in his autobiography, The Soundtrack of My Life.  He’s got almost an entire chapter devoted to you guys.  
GRAHAM:  Oh really?  I didn’t know that!  I’ll have to pick that up.  That’s cool.
NCV:  One of my favorite Air Supply releases from the last fi ve or ten years is The Singer and The Song, which features stripped-down acoustic 
versions of some of your biggest hits.  Listening to those raw spins on “Love and Other Bruises,” “All Out of Love,” “Yours Truly,” and the 
rest…it’s kind of like hearing you and Russell doing a campfi re session.  It’s very intimate, with no clutter.  How did that project come about?   
GRAHAM:  Yeah, it’s quite interesting, actually.  We were in the studio at my house working on other tracks, and we were just waiting around.  
Something had gone wrong in the control room.  Some piece of equipment had gone down.  So we were sitting in the live room talking.  And I 
just picked up the guitar and started playing “Lost in Love.”  And Russell just sang it, and we both said—almost at the same time—wouldn’t it be 
fun one day to record all the big songs the way they used to be, with just the one guitar and two voices?  And he said, “That would be great!”  So 
I said, “Well why don’t we just try it right now?”  So while they were fi xing the other piece of equipment, we just sat around the mic and fi gured 
out what songs we were going to do.  And then we did them all, in about an hour and a half!  There are no overdubs, and there’s no patching 
anything up.  We just sang it from top to bottom, and that’s the album.  It was cool.  I think we just wanted to prove we could still do it, you 

know?  That we still had those chops.  
NCV:  The original versions are great, but it’s a real treat hearing the songs like that, with your voices panned right and left and the guitar in the 
middle.  The songs really hold up well without the ornamentation.
GRAHAM:  Yeah.  I think with me being the songwriter in the group, my criteria for being a good song is that it must stand on its own with just a 
guitar and a voice.  I mean, a lot of people will say to put drums on, or strings.  But for me it’s got to sound great on its own with nothing around 
it.  Because when it does, then when you do put everything else on, it’ll sound incredible.  That’s something I learned very early on.
NCV:  Two years ago Russell worked on a solo album that indulged his country side, Tennessee: The Nashville Sessions.  Meanwhile, you 
worked on a joint project with singer Katie McGhie.  
GRAHAM:  Yeah, I did.  The great thing about Air Supply is that we both encourage each other to do different things.  Being a songwriter, I 
write songs every day.  Air Supply does an album every three or four years or so now, and I need to use those songs.  Russell wanted to do the 
Tennessee album, and I wanted to do the Of Eden album with Katie, so we did them.  And now we’re back—not that we went anywhere—and 
we’re in the middle of a new Air Supply album. It really fi res us up and gives us a new perspective on everything, you know.
NCV:  You mentioned The Beatles earlier.  You’re a left-handed player, like Paul McCartney.  Do you have any other favorite southpaws?  
GRAHAM:  No, the funny thing is, I am left-handed.  And when I fi rst started playing guitar, I didn’t have one.  I borrowed a guitar from a 
school friend across the road from where I lived.  And when I got it, I simply put it up the wrong way.  And I didn’t know, until about eight or 
nine years later, that I was playing it upside-down.  I learned all my chords upside-down, and was playing them backwards!  But it gives me a 
unique sound.  And I didn’t learn that way by design; it was by default that I learned that way.  Of course, by the time I fi gured it all out, it was 

too late to go back the other way!  But it does give me a different sound.
NCV:  Who’s in the band these days?
GRAHAM:  We have Aaron McLain on lead guitar.  He’s been with us about two years.  We have a young guy on drums—Aviv Cohen.  He’s 
only 29.  He could be my grandchild!  We have Amir Efrat on keyboards, and Jonni Lightfoot on bass.  He’s been with us fi fteen years.  
NCV:  I wanted to make a point of asking, because you and Russell always surround yourselves with great players.  And I suspect that people less 
familiar with the band tend to think an Air Supply concert would be all light and fl uffy, when in fact you guys are pretty dynamic.  Your drummer 
hits hard, and your lead guitarist rips with the best of them.
GRAHAM:  Oh, yeah.  The ballads are something we do.  We do them in the show, because we do all the hits—but you’re right that people who 
haven’t seen us will assume it’s kind of soft.  But our live show is very intense.  It’s loud, and it’s rock and roll.  It gets to you.  It makes you do 
something.  It’ll make you laugh or cry, but it’ll make you do something.  That’s for sure!  

Tickets for the January 31st show, $27-$102, available now at www.akroncivic.com • www.airsupplymusic.com 
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The Missing Ingredient for Goals
By Michael Bloxton

       A goal is defi ned as the achievement towards which an endeavor is directed; an objective. 
Fairly self-explanatory and most people understand this concept. Yet, goals are also elusive for 
many and that’s what we want to explore here. Why are simple concepts such as goals, goal 
setting, and goal achievement so elusive? To answer this question, we must fi rst explore the 
context in which a goal is set, and contrast that with the context in which it is set, by successful 
achievers from all walks of life. 
        Many people have goals set for them by their family, employer, and other outside forces. 
In addition, it is common that individuals set goals they know they must achieve in order to 
fulfi ll some kind of obligation. What is missing in this picture? Passion is missing; a burning 
desire to accomplish the goal. We seldom accomplish goals that we are not passionate about 
unless they are obligations. 
       Successful achievers in all fi elds; be it business, relationships, fi nance, science, or any 
other fi eld have one thing in common without exception. They have a passion for what they are 
doing. Let’s look at an example: Do you think Donald Trump is passionate about real estate? 
Clearly, the man has a burning desire to create and participate in real estate deals. Now, do you 
think he is also passionate about fi lling out the paperwork for loans and mortgages? Somehow 
that is doubtful. You may be thinking, “he has someone else do that stuff”, and you are correct, 
but it wasn’t always this way. In fact, if he had not fi lled out all of his paperwork in the early 
part of his career, he would not be in a position to hire someone else now. So how did he get 
himself to do it? Donald, like all successful achievers, found a way to create passion for the less 
meaningful task. This is done by placing a goal in the context of our burning desire. Another 

way to look at this is to reframe the reason for achieving the goal in order to align with that 
which you are passionate about. Using the example of Mr. Trump, he connected the fact that 
completing the paperwork (which he had no passion for) moved him towards his passion of 
creating profi table real estate deals. Herein, lays the secret to goal achievement! Your burning 
desire, your passion, your vision for your life, coupled with the tasks and objectives that move 
you closer to that vision. You must fi nd a way to associate and frame every necessary goal to 
your passion. Doing so will create a burning desire to accomplish the goal, because it is part of 
your passion. 
         The following are tricks to use to create passion for your goals … even when those goals 
are not ones we created for ourselves. This trick can be used for things like work goals, family 
obligation goals, goals to get out of debt, or anything else that is a necessity goal as well as the 
ones you are passionate about. 

1. Defi ne the goal. What is your goal? As an example, let’s say your boss has given you an 
assignment that you would rather not do. It is not something you are passionate about but you 
have to do it nonetheless. Let’s say you have to review and study the entire year’s marketing 
data and create a report. 
2. Frame the goal to your passion. To do this, you must fi rst identify your passion. An example 
would be you are passionate about being retired by 50 which will allow you to spend time 
traveling with your family – a lifelong dream of yours. Reframing is a powerful tool if done 
correctly. Imagine you did the task well; in fact, you not only analyzed the data but created 
suggestions for improvement that were not required of you. Why did you do this? Because you 
realized and aligned the goal with your passion. If you do this small task to the best of your 
ability, are you likelier to get a promotion or the boss’ favor? Yes! It is not guaranteed but it 
is certainly more likely than if you did the task poorly or were late in delivering. And if you 
approach all of your work this way, it won’t be long until “the powers that be” notice your 
high value. Aren’t you more likely to achieve your passion and dream if you do this task better, 
faster, and go above and beyond the call of duty? 
3. Visualize the outcome of your passion through the accomplishment of the goal. You begin 
to see that this goal, though not of your choosing, is a required step in the process to achieving 
your dream. You are one step closer. How does it feel? Really visualize it – the excitement, 
the acknowledgement, the pride of doing the job better than was ever expected of you, having 
more time after because you fi nished early, telling your family that you are doing everything to 
ensure your dream with them. Where is your head, your eyes, how is your breathing. What are 
you hearing and seeing? Really visualize everything. Now, put your body in the same position, 
breath the same way, feel those emotions. 
4. Anchor the new frame. If you have done the visualization process you should be feeling 
good about your goal now. But this is not enough because feeling good now is only temporary. 
We now want to anchor. Anchoring is a technique where once we’re in a peak emotional 
and physical state, we do something to anchor the experience. While in peak state you might 
squeeze your fi st, or tap your shoulder, and any other physical activity that is unique to this 
instance. Repeat the visualization and anchoring often the fi rst few days (3-5 times per day) 
and then visualize and anchor each time you begin to work on your goal and after you have 
completed it for the day. Over time, it will become easier and easier to get into a “peak state,” 
fi nd the passion, and be productive. As you anchor, you will begin to notice that even this small 
physical gesture creates these same emotions in you. 

         Now you know one of the biggest missing ingredients in most goals. Find the passion, 
reframe the goal to align with the passion, and anchor the frame repeatedly. But reading isn’t 
enough either. You now have to apply this technique. Get going, do it, complete your goals, and 
live your dream! 
More from Michael Bloxton at onemynd.com
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Night Ranger Rocked Rocksino
You can still rock in America.
      Now—thanks to Rocksino’s swanky $270 million casino-cum-concert hall—you can rock in 
Northfi eld, too.
      ‘80s superstars Night Ranger turned back the clock for an hour and a half Friday night 
December 27th during a post-Christmas bash that had many in attendance reliving their teenage 
years and remembering when they “learned about love in the back of a Chevrolet.”
      Still anchored by longtime members Jack Blades (bass, vocals), Brad Gillis (guitar), and 
Kelly Keagy (drums), the San Francisco fi ve-piece performed all their FM radio hits from the 
glory days, a handful of solo tunes, and a few surprising covers.    
      The band broke ice with “Touch of Madness” (from 1983’s Midnight Madness) then 
cracked open the Night Ranger treasure chest and dusted off an energetic “Seven Wishes” and 
melancholy Dawn Patrol smash “Sing Me Away,” which spotlighted Keagy on lead vocal.  
“Coming of Age” was the fi rst of many selections hailing from a Night Ranger side project—in 
this case Blades’ stint with 1990s super-group Damn Yankees.
      Then came a covers triumvirate that dropped a few jaws despite the tunes’ direct ties to 
the musicians onstage.  Filling in for Ranger guitarist Joel Hoekstra—who’s presently on tour 
with Trans-Siberian Orchestra—utility axeman Keri Kelli sparkled on Alice Cooper anthem 
“School’s Out,” which he’s played countless times while gigging with the ghoulish rocker.  
Gillis paid homage to fellow Ozzy Osbourne alumnus Randy Rhoads on “Crazy Train,” while 
Blades served up “High Enough,” the MTV staple he penned in 1990 with Styx’s Tommy Shaw.  
The bassist gave a shout-out to Damn Yankees drummer Michael Cartellone—an Ohio native—
who’s now playing with Lynyrd Skynyrd.        
      “I get overcome with emotion thinking of all the history we have with every single one of 
you,” said Blades, who was the night’s affable emcee.
     Blades recounted an early Night Ranger gig at the Agora during a blizzard circa 1981-82.  
Stranded in Cleveland, the guys played to a whopping six people—including WMMS’ Kid Leo, 
who helped break the then-fl edgling group.
     The twin guitar attack of Gillis and Kelli was prominent throughout the set, even on 
keyboard-based songs like soundtrack hit “Secret of My Success.”  Gillis cranked out riffs for 
“Eddie’s Coming Out Tonight,” matched his guitar volume swells with Eric Levy’s synth chords 
on “Rumours in the Air,” and let fl y with whammy-bar dives and two-handed tapping on a red 
Fernandes with black pick guard and hardware.  Meanwhile, Kelli shredded on a gold-top Les 
Paul that bore a Russian appliqué—a souvenir of his tour there with Project Rock mates Rudy 
Sarzo and Tim “Ripper” Owens.
     Keagy’s double-bass kit was situated to the side of the stage, allowing fans to peek at the 
drummer when he sang lead and backup.  He occasionally stepped down from the rostrum to 
sing front-and-center or shake a tambourine (while Kelli and Gillis strummed acoustics), as on 
“High Enough” and “Goodbye”—which Blades cited as being the fi rst offi cial Night Ranger 

song.  
     The quintet fi nished strong 
with “Four in the Morning (Can’t Take It 
Anymore)” and the one-two punch of “When 
You Close Your Eyes,” and “Don’t Tell Me 
You Love Me.”  Then Blades, Gillis, and crew had the house motorin’ with encore uber-ballad 
“Sister Christian” and patriotic fi nale “You Can Still Rock in America.”       
     It was a solid performance that harkened back to the days of cassette tapes, Rubik’s cubes, 
Ronald Reagan, and hockey haircuts.  The band bypassed latter-day material from the ‘90s and 
‘00s and ignored their praiseworthy 2011 release Somewhere in California—but we’re guessing 
the Rocksino contingency was happy with the hit parade.  
     We’re not yet sold on the venue.  Joan Jett christened the new Hard Rock resort just before 
the holidays, but the staff there has yet to reduce unreasonably long lines at the box offi ce and 
bars.  We overheard several concertgoers saying they stepped out of line—sans beverage—after 
waiting twenty minutes or so shoulder-to-shoulder with other thirsty customers.  On entering 
the venue, we had to snake our way through a lobby congested with people waiting to ante up 
for a cocktail.  Hopefully they’ll resolve the problem for next week, when Detroit punk-poppers 
The Romantics headline a New Year’s Eve soiree.    
     The folding chairs in the concert hall are going to last years, since nobody sits in them for 
very long.  The sound and sightlines at the Rocksino are good (no poles or obstructions), but 
the main fl oor is un-graded, meaning you’ll have to stand up to see, particularly if the folks in 
front of you take to their feet, prompting a reverse-domino effect.  We were seated in back on 
Friday night, somewhat elevated in the bleacher-like “risers”—but it didn’t matter.  We spent 
most of the show staring at prodigious back of the guy in front of us.  
And he spent most of his time texting.        

By Pete Roche
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performed in numerous European countries and have headlined multiple U.S. tours that continue to sell out venues across the country. 
http://www.jennifernettles.com 
Tickets for all shows are on sale now and available at Ticketmaster.com, all Ticketmaster locations, or by phone (800)745-3000.

House Of Blues Concert Announcements

Winter Reggae Fest featuring Carlos Jones & The PLUS Band
Flex Crew, Roots High Power Sound System
Saturday, February 22 * doors at 8:00 PM
Tickets: $15 - In Advance On Sale: Friday, January 17 @ 10 AM
          Carlos’ journey is a history of Cleveland reggae itself. He started out as a sideman (percussion/vocals) with the band, I-Tal, in the late 
70’s, then went on to be the front man for the rock/reggae group, First Light, for 14 years. Now Carlos fronts the Peace Love Unity Syndicate, 
(aka The PLUS Band), focusing on rootsier reggae sounds and uplifting positive messages. In April of 2004, the band’s fi rst full length CD, 
Roots With Culture was released after much anticipation and it did not disappoint. Described in The Beat magazine as “a powerful, 14-track 
collection of slinky grooves and thundering bass lines, Roots With Culture delivers a message of peace and harmony, with Jones’ heartfelt 
vocals leading the way, all wrapped in a production
that can stand up to the best of them. Since their humble beginnings in 1998, Carlos, and his Peace, Love, Unity Syndicate (the PLUS Band) 
have matured as songwriters, musicians and performers, giving energetic and uplifting performances for an ever-expanding following, which 
spans generations.
Artist Website: www.carlosjones.com

WZAK Presents: Boyz II Men
Friday, April 18 * doors at 7:30 PM
Tickets: $39.50 - In Advance On Sale: Friday, January 17 @ 10 AM
        Boyz II Men is, without question, the most successful R&B group of all time. The group, known for incredible harmonies and emotional 
ballads, formed in Philadelphia in 1988 at the Philadelphia High Schoolfor Creative and Performing Arts and shortly after became one of the 
defi ning bands of the 1990s. To date,the four time Grammy winning group has sold over 60 million records, release over 10 studio albums and 
several number one hits including, “I’ll Make Love To You”, “End of the Road” and “One Sweet Day”. 
Artist Website: www.boyziimen.com
Ticket Information
Tickets are available for purchase at the following locations: www.houseofblues.com, House of Blues Box Offi ce, www.livenation.com, www.
ticketmaster.com, all Ticketmaster outlets and Charge by Phone: 800.745.3000. The House of Blues Box Offi ce (308 Euclid Ave.) is open daily at 

10 AM Monday thru Saturday. For more information, call 216.523.BLUE (2583).

Michael Schenker In Concert At The Cleveland Agora
By Rick Ray
        Michael Schenker is headed back to Cleveland, Ohio in January with a brand new album 
titled “Bridge The Gap”. The album includes ex-Rainbow singer Doogie White on vocals, 
Michael Schenker on lead and rhythm guitar, Wayne Findlay on seven-string guitar and 
keyboards, Francis Buchholz from the Scorpions on bass and Herman Rarebell also from the 
Scorpions on drums.
        Powerplay Magazine out of England says this is the best Michael Schenker album ever 
released. Doogie White has been credited with co-writing the bulk of this album, and the end 
result is a fantastic group of tracks that really stand out from the crowd. White is a perfect 
choice for Schenker’s style of hard rock & metal, and his powerful vocals are right at home on 
this album. Most of these tracks are melodic yet heavy hitting, with White soaring in fine fash-
ion over crunchy riffs, pounding rhythms, and plenty of sizzling Schenker guitar solos. Michael 
is in top form and his guitar work has never been better.
       Instead of the band being called The Michael Schenker Group, he has titled his band after 
his last album, “Michael Schenker’s Temple Of Rock” and this new album really is a band ef-
fort and it’s kind of cool to have three members of the Scorpions back in the same band again.
When asked what music means to him, Michael says, “ first of all I feel like who I am is a spirit 
on a mission, spreading the joy of music from a place of pure self-expression, so that’s what 
I do. You know, music is pure joy, it does a lot of good, it unites people, takes away borders, 
makes everybody speak the same language or understand everybody all around the world. It’s a 
feeling that can be communicated without words; it’s a different dimension of our being. Very 
often it’s difficult with words to really describe certain things from the more spiritual world, 
so music can do that better for me and I’m better with music than I am with words. I fish for 
words very often trying to extract something very deep but I don’t know the words for it”.
Michael brings his pure joy of music to the Cleveland Agora on Tuesday, January 28th, 2014 
with The Rick Ray Band opening. The Cleveland Agora has seen quite a lot of concert activity 
lately and with the new sound system in there the place sounds phenomenal. 
For more information on this upcoming concert, you can go to: www.clevelandagora.com or 
www.michaelshenkerhimself.com or www.rickray.net
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The Agony and the Ecstasy Agony

“Pain is merely an opinion.” ~Native American Maxim

        2013. New Year’s Eve. 
Columbus, Ohio. En route to the 
hot spot, comfortably situated in 
the back of a cab, the driver, to this 
point unusually non-chatty, peered 
in the rearview and politely inquired 
where your assigned correspondent 
was from. “Brooklyn, New York,” 
I stated, “but I live in Cleveland.” 
Wait for it….
        “Oh, nice,” he standardized. 
After a few additional moments of 
harmless small talk, the target of 
his search for a topic a hint heavier 
(in his mind, anyway) emerged. “What do they—uh, what do you think about the Browns fi ring 
that coach?” Ah, yes, the now weeks-fi red, less than a year on the job, former head coach of your 
Cleveland Browns, Mr. Rob Chudzinski.
        After scoffi ng, and without delving too deeply into the solid reality that I’m in no way, 
shape or form down with Browns Nation, I told the cabbie that I was shocked at Chud’s 
unceremonious dismissal, as were most of the team’s fans, and that the Browns don’t have a 
singular clue as to what they’re doing. Chuckling, he briefl y echoed the sentiment. Pulling up 
to the venue’s entrance, the cabbie was tipped, and our badinage ended as quickly as many a 
Browns season.
        No schadenfreude, Browns fans. No salt in the wounds, no trampling on graves, no beating 
deceased horses. Merely questions. Questions followed by facts. What in the hell is going on, 
not only with your football brass, but, existentially, with you? Gluttons for punishment? Masters 
of masochism? What kind of metaphysical and emotional self-fl agellation are you continuing to 
subject yourselves to? 
        I don’t get it, especially with you newer/younger generation of fans, or “confraternity of 
the lost and damned,” to quote John Clellon Holmes. As is the nature of sports, the old school 
fan base is understandably fueled by former glories, individual contests and moments, win or 
lose; the writer Scott Raab details quite a few in his works. The really old school has memories 
to hang its collective fondness and pride on, e.g., the days of Otto Graham, Jim Brown, Leroy 
Kelly, et al. But currently? This impoverished squad and the respective ones that took the 
gridiron since the “comeback,” and into the 2000s? “This is my team, punk! I was born here, 
man!” Oh, I get it; geography deems you root for this joyless lot? Why would someone willingly 
choose so dejected a fate? Color me confounded.  
         “Team”?  Point of clarifi cation: it’s a participation in pathology. Not a pro organization 
to be reshuffl ed but a disease to be cured. It’s a front offi ce and roster of regress seeking 
renaissance, fraught with misdirection, tricksters and ephemera. (Remember Holmgren and 
his promise to put the world to rights? Shhh, listen closely. That faint sound you hear on the 
vista behind The O’Jays funky bassline from “For the Love of Money” is ol’ Big Mike himself, 
laughing.)
         The Browns haven’t won a playoff game since ’94; haven’t appeared in the playoffs since 
2002; every year, and seemingly with the style of duck, duck, goose, through a draft pick or 
otherwise, there’s a constant quarterback carousel, christening whoever is tagged Cleveland’s 
new redeemer. (This year’s version of QB committee led the league in throwing the ball. That’s 
right, fans, more than Manning in Denver and other premier gunslingers in the NFL. Empty 
pockets.) 
        Despite these facts (!)—I could go on—I’m not a “crack on Cleveland” chronicler, quite the 
opposite. Believe it or not, I wouldn’t hate to see this football team, well, a football team, here 
improve, build, strive, and —O, Fortuna!—win, for I follow the sport. However, one need not 
be devoted or dispassionate when it comes to adducing the more than decade-long miasma of 
ineptitude, the parallel universe that is this long-suffering franchise and its fandom.
        With the rapt attention of Dante surveying the Inferno, I’ve witnessed these people, 
annually armed with renewed and unsinkable enthusiasm only weeks later to see the impending 

By Chad Felton
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Phil Everly dies at 74
        Phil Everly, 74, one-half of the 
American duo The Everlys, who 
were known for their harmonies, 
died Friday in Burbank, Cal. at 
74 of complications from chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease.
        The Everlys were known for 
such hits as Wake Up Little Susie, 
Bye Bye Love, Cathy’s Clown, All I 
Have to Do is Dream and When Will 
I Be Loved?
The Everlys were big hit makers in the late 1950s and early 1960s and were popular among 
country and pop listeners. They had hits on their fi rst, self-titled disc in 1958. Their follow-up 
album, “Songs Our Daddy Taught Us,” contained a series of traditional songs. A tribute to that 
disc was released in November 2012 by Billie Joe Armstrong of Green Day and Norah Jones.
Among those who recorded their songs were The Beatles, Linda Ronstadt and Simon and 
Garfunkel.
       The Everlys were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1986.
Everly was born in Chicago on Jan. 19, 1939 to Ike, an aspiring musician, and Margaret Everly. 
The Everly family (brother Don was born two years before Phil) moved to Iowa where Ike 
gained work playing country music on live radio. Don and Phil started harmonizing with their 
parents on the air at KMA in Shenandoah, Ia. in 1945.
       The family later moved to Indiana and Tennessee where they had radio shows. By 1955, the 
brothers moved to Nashville where they were songwriters and soon recording artists. They had a 
huge hit with Bye Bye Love in 1957. The Boudleaux and Felice Bryant song hit number one on 
the country charts, two on the pop chart and fi ve on the rhythm and blues chart. Wake Up Little 

Susie was number one on the country charts that same year for eight weeks. Other number one 
country hits included All I Have to Do is Dream in1958 and Bird Dog in1958.
       The hits continued until the early 1960s, although they continued recording after that. The 
brothers had a falling out in the 1970s with Phil smashing his guitar at a California concert and 
leaving the stage. Don announced the duo’s break-up. They eventually reunited in 1984. Their 
fi nal show was in 2005 in England.
Phil Everly leaves his wife, his mother, his brother, two sons and two granddaughters.

Swift, Aldean, McGraw lead country charge on Grammy CD
         Taylor Swift, Jason Aldean, Blake Shelton and Kacey Musgraves will be the country 
artists on the 29th anniversary Grammy CD coming out Jan. 21.
       Swift will have “Begin Again” on the disc. Shelton will be represented by “Mine Would 
Be You,” Musgraves by “Merry Go Round,” Tim McGraw by “Highway Don’t Care” featuring 
Swift and Keith Urban on guitar, and Jason Aldean for “Take a Little Ride.” Justin Timberlake, 
P!nk, Robin Thicke, Lorde and Katy Perry also will be on the release.
The compilation series, which started in 1995, has12 top 10 albums on the Billboard 200 chart.
The 56th annual Grammy Awards will place live from Los Angeles’ Staples Center on Jan. 26.

Aldean announces new tour
        Jason Aldean announced details of his 2014 Burn It Down Tour that will kick off May 1 in 
Roanoke, Va. and continue on to about 50 cities through the end of the year. He will play four 
baseball stadiums during his tour. Florida Georgia Line and new artist Tyler Farr are also on the 
bill.
       Aldean also revealed from MLB.com studios that the trek will hit baseball stadiums, 
including Nationals Park (Washington, D.C.), Citizens Bank Park (Philadelphia), PNC Park 
(Pittsburgh) and Great American Ball Park (Cincinnati).
      “It’s no secret that I grew up dreaming of playing baseball stadiums,” said Aldean. “I 
thought it would be as a fi rst baseman, but playing them as a musician is just as sweet. We’re 
going to crank this thing up to 11, bring along our buddies Florida Georgia Line and Tyler Farr 
and put on the biggest and best show we can. My goal is that when the last song is over, and 
you’re walking back to the parking lot, you’re already on your phone searching to fi nd the next 
show.”
      Aldean sold more than 1.5 million tickets sold on his last tour, including sellouts at 
University of Georgia’s Sanford Stadium, Wrigley Field, a two-night stand at Fenway Park, 
Madison Square Garden and the Hollywood Bowl.
A few of the tour stops are: 
State College, PA 
Darien, NY 
Cincinnati, OH 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Chicago, IL 
Saratoga Springs, NY 
Lexington, KY 
Erie, PA 
Detroit, MI 
      Fans can purchase tickets beginning Jan. 24 for select cities as part of tour promoter Live 
Nation’s Country Megaticket at www.Megaticket.com, and additional ticketing information will 
be available in the coming weeks at www.jasonaldean.com.

Williams readies new disc
Don Williams will release his 10-song studio album, “Refl ections,” on March 11 via Sugar Hill 
Records.
Williams, a Country Music Hall of Fame member, dominated for decades as a country hit maker 
and earned the name “the Gentle Giant.” Williams’ last release was “And So It Goes” in 2012.
The set features songs from Townes Van Zandt, Merle Haggard and Jesse Winchester. “The only 
description I’ve ever had for songs I choose to do is that they affect me emotionally and that, 
hopefully, they have something to say that will touch other people,” he said.
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Rusted Root returns to Ohio on January 23rd

NCV speaks with singer-songwriter Michael Glabicki

        Rusted Root’s breakthrough hit “Send Me On My Way” was inescapable upon its release in 
the early ‘90s.  MTV put the infectious, bubbly song’s video clip on heavy rotation, introducing 
the general population to the nascent outfi t from Pittsburgh.  Even then it was clear Rusted Root 
was no ordinary pop-rock ensemble; the group’s innovative blend of world beats, island grooves, 
acoustic guitar, and—in the case of “Send Me”—mirthful penny whistle set the steel town 
newcomers apart from the brooding alternative bands and angry grunge rockers who dominated 
the airwaves at the time.  
        Listeners latching onto Rusted Root’s all-inclusive, tribal-like oeuvre soon learned 
that many tracks on the band’s major label debut When I Woke were retooled from 1992’s 
independently-released Cruel Sun.  The Polygram versions of tunes like “Send Me,” “Ecstasy,” 
and “Cat Turned Blue” effectively launched their career, earning singer-songwriter Michael 
Glabicki and his cohorts coveted tour slots with Dave Matthews Band, The Grateful Dead, and 
Santana.  
       Subsequent albums like Remember and Welcome to My Party saw Rusted Root broadening 
its already considerable musical horizons and galvanizing a fervent fan base.  Joined by 
longtime collaborators Patrick Norman (bass) and Liz Berlin (vocals, percussion), Glabicki hit 
the festival circuit, playing package tours like Lollapalooza and HORDE between regular Rusted 
Root road trips.
       “Send Me” remains the band’s highest-charting hit, but that song’s frequent use in major 
motion pictures (Matilda, Ice Age) and on television (New Girl, Ally McBeal) has kept its 
creators in the public consciousness—and still prompts many “Who does that song?” discussions 
amongst the  uninitiated.  It truly is an endearing, timeless feel-good cut, its loping beat, slinky 
bass, and memorable woodwind melody and vocal (laced with nonsense syllables) adding levity 
and color with every appearance. 
       But the Rusted Root players aren’t content to trade entirely on their past.  Their eighth 
studio effort, The Movement, dropped in late 2012 and was occasioned by a gig at Musica 
in Akron.  Augmented by guitarist Colter Harper and drummer Preach Freedom, the band 
continues to craft joyful, entrancing new tunes that further its love-all, heal-together message 
and make for engaging, energetic live shows.  
       Rusted Root returns to Ohio on January 23rd with a show at The Kent Stage.  New York jam 
band Donna the Buffalo will support.         
        Rejuvenated from a Christmas break with friends 
and family, bandleader Glabicki was eager to discuss 
Rusted Root’s Shanachie Records debut, their ongoing 
tour—and a particular environmental interest very close 
to his heart.

NORTH COAST VOICE: Rusted Root’s latest album, 
The Movement, was partly funded by fans.  A lot of 
groups are doing Kickstarters and Pledge projects these 
days.  How’d the “We Are Rusted Root” campaign go for 
you guys?
MICHAEL GLABICKI:  It was kind of different for us, 
because we’ve never done anything like that.  So we had 
these packages that were set up to be creative, and we set 
up in the studio and had fans coming in to hang out for 
the day.  And that kind of got us out of our routine a little 
bit!  And they had a good time, and got to do some hand-
claps and screams on the record.  So it was just a different 
way for us to connect with our fans.  The music itself…
we kind of got back to old-school.  I wrote the songs and 
picked out what was going to be on the record, and we 
took ‘em on the road to arrange them and structure them 
in front of the fans.  And that kind of brought out our 
energy for the record.  
NCV:  I wanted to ask about the new video for the single “Cover Me Up.”  Where was that 
shot—the footage with all of you wading out into the water?
MG:  That was Nantucket.
NCV:  Oh, see, I’m afraid of sharks.  You’d have never gotten me out there, and that’s near 
where they fi lmed Jaws.  I give you a lot of credit!
MG:  [Laughs]
NCV:  On a more serious note, your professional musical career started after you did a bit of 
traveling around the world.  How did your experience galvanize you?  I mean, how were you 

able to take those sights and sounds—some of which were hardly optimistic—and sublimate 
them into some great upbeat music?  
MG:  I was politically active in high school and was involved in a student organization.  And 
when I fi nally got out of high school, I went to Nicaragua.  It was mainly as a witness.  Because 
there was so much information about Nicaragua and Central America coming out at the time.  
So it was good to go down there and bring back some information that wasn’t insanely wrong 
[laughs].
NCV:  Again, I give you credit.  Visiting that part of the world at that time would’ve been rough 
on anybody, let alone a high school kid from the Midwest.
MG:  It was pretty tough on me, and when I came back I fl oated around for a bit.  And music 
was a way to get through that.  And that’s when I dropped out.  I went to college, but left after a 
semester.  That’s when I started Rusted Root.
NCV:  So how does a landlocked kid from Pittsburgh tap into all these wonderful sounds—these 

Latin, African, and Native American beats and grooves—and work it 
into fresh songs like the ones on Cruel Sun and When I Woke?
MG:  I guess for me at that time, I had a couple cousins who 
had played in some bands with some world beat stuff going on, 
like African drum circles.  And I caught a few concerts at the 
universities—Carnegie Melon and University of Pitt—some African 
drumming.  And my friend in high school brought home an African 
drumming tape, and we’d listen to it.  He’d try to fi gure it out on his 
drum kit, and I’d tune my guitar in these weird tunings.  And we’d 
play for days and days and days and just see what happened.  Then 
Peter Gabriel’s So came out, and I was like, “Okay—I like that!”  
And it’s not that I wanted to do what he was doing, but what he’d 
done there gave me the okay to go ahead with what I was doing, you 
know?  And that it had the possibility of working out.  So that’s how 
all that came together.
NCV:  I looked up the meaning of the word “Agbadza” because I 
always wondered about it.  Apparently it’s a kind of African dance, 
so that makes sense.
MG:  I didn’t name that one.  That’s something that [former 
percussionist / drummer] Jim Donovan came up with.  I’m not 
completely sure where that title came from!  
NCV:  I think that’s a major appeal of Rusted Root, the eclectic 
sounds.  You might hear some calypso or reggae on one song—some 
major dance vibes, like on the new “Monkey Pants”—then the next 

minute there’s some low key acoustic folk, then back again.
MG:  I really don’t think about it that much.  It’s all about feeling, and trying to dig deep into 
this pool of emotion that has meaning, you know?  It’s like the real things, the things you fi nd 
out about yourself and the world when you dig down deep, and you can’t always express it in 
words.  So it comes out in music—in tone and rhythm.  And those things just make sense and 
become your truth.  That’s how I write.  I just try to fi nd the things that make me feel that way.
NCV:  What’s the writing process like for Rusted Root?  Do you typically come in with guitar 
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       I hope that everyone enjoyed a safe and peaceful holiday season and that the New Year will bring  good tidings as well. I always look forward 
to the New Year because I can look back at the last year and see what I want to improve for the future. It’s all about moving forward!
      So far 2014 has started out very good.  My son is back to school now after getting a few extra days from that horrifyingly cold weather we 
had last week, my wife just started a new job and I have gone back to doing construction work again. Even though it has been eating up a good 
portion of my time, I still fi nd a few hours during the week and on the weekends to get my shop work done. 
      The shop work has been a little slow through the holidays, but has seemed to pick up a bit in the past week.  I have big plans this year for the 
shop. New tools, and most importantly I plan to add a small addition on to my existing building which would give me an additional 120 sq ft. of 
fl oor space. That doesn’t sound like very much, 
but to me it’s huge. Of course it is still in the 
“dream” stage, but I hope to have it all framed in 
by October, 2014. It also means that my electric 
service will have to be modifi ed which will 
add a bit more to the cost, but I’m confi dent that it 
will be in full operation by this time 2015. 
       I also have plans to do more building of 
guitars this year.  The extra space will allow 
me to arrange several workstations around 
the shop so I can perform certain procedures 
with more accuracy. After my visit to George 
Lowden’s small but very effective shop in 
Ireland last September I have thought of a 
few ways to be more productive. By having 
designated areas for different procedures, 
such as one for building necks and fi ngerboards, 
one for gluing braces on tops and backs, and 
one for bending sides, etc. It allows me to focus 
more on the task at hand and not to become 
overwhelmed with the whole project at once. 
It also allows me to perfect my methods of 
producing each part of the instruments. I can build 
better and more effi cient jigs for each part of the 
guitar. There are numerous ways to produce the 
parts and many can be found just by searching Youtube. Some are better than others of course, but the beauty of it is that you can pick and choose 
or add or delete something from everything you see and come up with your own “customized” jig or procedure.  It is easy to get carried away 
when your building jigs, meaning the you can spend hours or even days overbuilding something that doesn’t produce any better results than if you 
were to just keep it simple. My cousin said something to me last week that made a lot of sense; the phrase was “Economy of Motion”. He was 
referring to how a good guitar player should approach his playing style, but I also think the concept works in just about everything we do. It just 
makes good sense, especially in building guitars. I have seen some very sophisticated and expensive contraptions that companies have designed 
and built to sell to the luthier community for building a certain part. Often times these “machines” take elaborate set up time and “overkill” 
measurements that really might be unnecessary. I have also seen some extraordinarily simple jigs that luthiers have come up with to do the same 
thing for little or no money and the results are sometimes even better because for one thing you are eliminating all of the extra setup time that it 
might take you to do the procedure.  
      As you can probably tell by now, I’m very passionate about building jigs. To me it is one of my favorite things to try to do. By trying to fi gure 
out every move it gives you a better sense of the fi nal product. I have built a few things over the years that have helped me in my shop; one was 
a nice jig that clamps to my band saw which allows me to make sure that my very expensive wood does not become useless while I am trying to 
resaw it into thinner pieces for my tops, back and sides. Many of the jigs I’ve built can be seen in more detail on my website www.liamguitars.
com.
        Speaking of the website I have just launched a brand new site this year that looks great. “Times are a Changing” and I want to try to stay as 
current as I can. The old site was beginning to look a little outdated so I thought it would be good to give it fresh new look. Things are now a little 
easier to navigate and I hope that all of you have a chance to visit it.  I am still transferring some of the data and of course adding new stuff to it 
weekly so make sure you check in often. Please feel free to give your feedback on some of the things you like or things that you might want to see 
more of. I hope to add a few new things of interest to music lovers and other guitar builders too. 
Well, all of this talk about shops, jigs and websites are getting me pretty antsy to get something done. So till next time please “Stay in Tune”

Keep Smiling !
Patrick from Liam Guitars / Wood-n-Strings
  

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

Sunday, Jan. 19
Old Mill Winery

OPEN MIC
4:30 – 7:30

Sat, Jan. 25
Debonne Vineyards

3:30 – 7:30

Fri, Jan. 31
The Winery at

Spring Hill
7:30 – 10:30
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parts and lead vocals already written, then have Patrick add bass and Liz add her vocals?  Or is it 
a more democratic, open process?
MG:  I usually bring the song on the guitar, with a vocal and lyrics.  I might have an idea for 
rhythm—or I might not—and we go from there.  Sometimes I’ll have other parts, background 
parts or other guitar parts in mind, and I’ll dish them out.  But mostly we keep it pretty free and 
let people get involved in it, so they can make it their own. 
NCV:  Over the years a lot of Rusted Root songs have referenced the Earth and the sun in the 
titles or lyrics, like “Cruel Sun” and “Laugh As the Sun.”  Thematically, I’ve noticed a healthy, 
almost quasi-religious respect for the planet, and the symbiotic relationship humanity has with 
it.  I’m guessing it’s not all coincidental.  Is there something to these spiritual Earth / Man / Sun 
references in your songs?  
MG:  Yeah, I think those images pop up a lot.  And I think for a while I was tapping into certain 
things where those images just made sense.  I don’t know if it’s a past life, or another culture 
I was involved with in a past life—something like that.  They’ll come up, and I’m like, “What 
does it mean?”  And on some level it just makes sense to you, so you go with it.  Then it starts to 
really make sense, and you’re like, “Okay, wow, this is really coming from someplace else.”  
NCV:  Your fi rst hit, “Send Me On My Way,” continues to pop up in movies like Ice Age and 
on television shows and TV commercials.  I think it’s fair to say the prolonged exposure has 
introduced a whole new generation of listeners to Rusted Root.  I know my own kids defi nitely 
picked up on it.
MG:  I think it’s great.  It’s kind of bringing in this whole new audience.  Some days we feel like 
we’re just sitting back watching it all happen.  That’s how it feels now!  It’s a good place to be in.  
NCV:  Can fans expect a good mix of old and new Rusted Root when you play Kent Stage later 
this month?  Maybe a bit of “Drum Trip / Ecstasy,” “Martyr,” and “Cat Turned Blue” along with 
“Monkey Pants” and “Fortunate Freaks?”
MG:  We try to keep it pretty even.  I think on New Year’s Eve we played like, two-and-a half 
hours.  So we might pull it back a little; we were pretty wiped out after that one!  So we keep it 
around two hours, and it’s usually half old and half new stuff.  
NCV:  I’d be remiss if I didn’t ask about your activism against fracking.  Can you talk a little 
about your work with producer Jason Samel and Movement Music Records for the Buy This 
Fracking Album compilation?
MG:  Well, the fracking companies were trying to frack inside the Pittsburgh city limits, and 
that’s how I became more concerned.  I went to a few town meetings, and what eventually 
happened was that Pittsburgh was one of the fi rst major cities to outlaw fracking inside the 
city limits.  But there’s still a huge concern.  The water supply in West Virginia and around 
Pittsburgh…it’s all a little too close for comfort.  And it’s just not working.  Fracking isn’t about 
oil dependence, since it’s all being shipped out anyhow to China.  So Jason gave us a call, and I 
gave him that track.  And just two weeks ago we drove out to Dimock, P.A.  And that was a real 
eye-opener, talking with people in their homes and seeing some of the devastation of fracking, 
seeing these families and communities torn apart by it.  It’s just really terrible stuff.  There aren’t 
a lot of good things to be said about it at this point.  
NCV:  Have you seen the movie The Promised Land?
MG:  No, I didn’t.
NCV:  It’s a Matt Damon drama that came out last year that addresses the issue.  I just wanted 
to see if you had any thoughts on it.  It’s an okay movie, I guess, but it was nice to see a major 
fi lm address fracking, since the topic sometimes gets overlooked because it’s not as “glamorous” 
a concern as some other issues.  I read that the injection process introduces all kinds of nasty 
chemicals into the water supply.  
MG:  Yeah, it pumps millions of gallons of water laced with like, over 500 different chemicals 
in it.  It releases methane and uranium, and this whole list of pollutants into the water supply.  
And at that point it becomes irreversible.  It’s never gonna go away.  And it doesn’t take that 
much fracking to destroy a whole water system.  It’s just a little bit for it to become irreversible.  
It’s not something to take lightly at all.  And on top of it, the whole process is worse for global 
warming that using coal.  And again, it’s being shipped overseas for the oil companies to make 
money.  They’re just raping and pillaging the communities.  When I talked with some people up 
there, it was like, “First it was the American Indians.  Now they’re coming for 
us.”  And I can certainly see why they feel that way.  
NCV:  That album isn’t out yet, right?  I’ll be sure to mention it.
MG:  Not yet; I’d have to look up the release.  Not really sure when it is.
NCV:  Well, thank you so much for speaking with us!  Be safe on the road, and 
we’ll catch you with Rusted Root in Kent!
MG:  Sounds good, man.  See you there!          
Rusted Root with Donna the Buffalo.  Thursday, January 23, 2014 at Kent 
Stage (175 East Main Street, Kent OH 44240).  Doors at 7:00pm, show 
8:00pm.  Tickets ($28-$32) are available now at the venue website:  www.
ticketfl y.com/purchase/event/429037 
Watch the offi cial video for “Send Me On My Way:” and “Cover Me Up:” on YouTube. 
www.rustedroot.com  •  buythisfrackingalbum.com 
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Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557

Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

Saturday, Feb. 1
Firehouse Grille 8:30 PM

    Malvern, Ohio

Thursday, Feb. 13
On Tap Montrose

    Happy Almost Valentine’s Day!
Bring Your Girlfriend

Take The Wife Out Tomorrow!

Saturday, Feb. 15
Barbarino's 8:30 PM

    Columbia Station, Ohio

To purchase Westside Steve Simmons
newest CD A Pirates Life visit

www.cdbaby.com/artist/westsidestevesimmons

By Westside Steve Simmons

Saving Mr. Banks
Walt Disney Pictures  PG13  120 min   
        Well gang, it’s that time of year again. 
The Oscar nominations will be out shortly 
and the prognosticators are already making 
guesses as to what they may be. So if you 
will indulge me I will try to catch as many 
as possible before the big day. I’m guessing 
SAVING MR BANKS will get a Best Picture 
nomination if for no other reason than the 
star power at the top of the cast, two multiple 
Academy Award winners in Tom Hanks and 
Emma Thompson.
       According to what they claim is the true 
story; for years Walt Disney (Hanks) had 
personally been trying to obtain the rights to 
Mrs. P.L.Travers’ Mary Poppins with very 
little luck and even less response from the 
author. As time goes by, however, her fi nancial 
situation, as well as the urging of Disney and 
her agent, will prompt her to take a chance on 
allowing her famous character to make her 
way to the silver screen. But there is a caveat.  
Blank wants fi nal control and insists on being 
present for the screenwriting and production.  
From the instant Travers steps off the plane 
in California she apparently hates everything 
about the United States, the movie studio, 
the production team and everyone except her 
chauffeur, Ralph, played by the versatile Paul 
Giamatti . From that point there are two plot 
devices that make up the fi lm; fi rst a series 
of disagreements with the writers and Disney 
about various aspects of the fi lm which all 
seem to result in the writer having a change 
of heart. The other involves fl ashbacks to her 
native Australia and small vignettes of her 
melancholy childhood with her good natured 
but dysfunctional father (Colin Farrell).  His 
life is plagued by alcoholism and tuberculosis 
and I found these fl ashbacks much more in-
teresting than the cookie cutter back and forth 
with studio people. Thompson is in rare form 
as the priggish Mrs. Travers and Hanks isn’t 
bad as Walt Disney but he’s not great either, 
in my opinion, because once again he plays 
himself and I know what Walt Disney looks 
and sounds like. Actually, there is a very nice 
soliloquy near the end of the fi lm even though 
I credit that with good writing.
       SAVING MR BANKS becomes decid-
edly more substantial in the last third as the 
fl ashbacks explain the situation. 

B-

Inside Llewin Davis
CBS Films  R   105 min
        So it is always a decent bet that whatever 
Joel and Ethan Coen come up with will be get-
ting some kind of Oscar attention. 

I’ve noticed that there 
latest fi lm (And others) 
INSIDE LLEWIN DAVIS has been show-
ing in limited release for a while now. By 
the way again a shout out and big thank you 
to the guys at the Valleyview Cinemark who 
have the stones to run something a little bit 
off the beaten path. Too bad that Cinemark 
App doesn’t work but what the hell, it’s a nice 
theater and the popcorn is good.
       The beauty and the genius of the Coen 
brothers is that like  Forrest Gump’s box of 
chocolates or the next Elvis Costello CD you 
never know what you are going to get. And 
nearly everything they do is brilliant. In a way 
INSIDE LLEWIN DAVIS resists categoriza-
tion. Yes it’s somewhat biographical yet only a 
few pages from a biography. It’s a glimpse at a 
short span of the protagonists life. Yes it’s co-
medic at times but not the over the top humor 
they used in RAISING ARIZONA. It’s also a 
look inside a portion of the music industry that 
most of us haven’t thought of, with the semi-
nal era of the pre-Beatles folk music scene of 
the very early 60’s. 
        Neither is it a tragedy even though the 
fi lm deals with a series of disappointing 
episodes.

Compellingly played by Oscar 
Isaac Llewin Davis is a folk 

singer based in Greenwich Village in the 
beginning of the 1960s. He has been a part of 
a duo that had a minor measure of success but 
no longer exists. Striving to eke out some sort 
of a living as a solo entertainer (and striving 
to hold onto his self-image of a tortured artist) 
he’s often forced to swallow his pride. For 
example he sleeps on various couches in the 
apartments of folks he has not yet offended 
too badly. He makes a few dollars as a session 
guitarist on an embarrassing novelty song and 
decides to head to Chicago to audition for a 
folk music impresario who has taken a liking 
to much less worthy (in Davis’ opinion) acts.
And there are, of course, some quirky charac-
ters along the route.
       It’s a story that every prideful artist actor 
musician or craftsman should fi nd at least 
some truth in. The reprise ending brings that 
realization full circle. 
I won’t tell you though……

A-
(ps I’d have given it an A but for the cat…..we 
can discuss it after you see it)
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The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty
20th Century Fox  PG  145 min
        Those of you who recall high 
school American literature will be fa-
miliar with James Thurber most notable 
work The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. 
It’s a story about a milquetoast type of 
fellow who lives a life of adventure al-
beit only through the portal of his own 
mind. He is not psychotic by any means 
but most certainly given to bouts of daydream-
ing which sometimes puzzle and sometimes 
annoy his friends family and his employers. 
Take note that this is the basis of Ben Stiller’s 
new fi lm of the same name yet only the 
premise has been preserved for the screen. I 
think it’s fair to call this an update rather than 
a faithful reproduction of the 1930s story. Not 
a problem.
        I’d mentioned earlier that I’m trying 
to catch a few fi lms from an article I’d read 
quite a while ago with some rough predic-
tions for the upcoming Oscars. At the time of 
the writing I assume that it was the Academy 
favorites, Stiller, Shirley MacLaine and Sean 
Penn, in the cast that made it seemed this one 
might snag a nomination. To be honest I think 
that might be a stretch, though stranger things 
have happened. 
       In the modernized version Mitty (Stiller) 
has a lackluster job in the basement of the 
legendary LIFE Magazine offi ces where he 
arranges the negatives for the photographic 
spreads. Like too many historical icons LIFE 
Magazine has become obsolete at least in the 
eyes of the corporation who has decided to 
eliminate or at least completely change the 
magazine (possibly to a digital form. To make 
matters worse they’ve set in a particularly ob-
noxious hatchet man (Hilarious performance 
by Adam Scott) who seems to have taken a 
particular dislike to the unassuming Mitty.
      The poor guy has one fi nal assignment 
which will probably make the difference as to 
whether he stays with the downsized publica-
tion or goes. That assignment is to process 
a photo shoot by the world’s most famous 
photographer (Penn) who has entrusted him 
with the negatives. The bad news is he has 
somehow misplaced number 25 which appears 
to be the one slated for the cover of the fi nal 
issue.
      And so it begins. Mitty embarks on a 
worldwide quest to track down the photogra-
pher before the deadline. Most of the time you 
can’t really tell which of the events are real 
and which are in the mind.
      But for the most part the adventure is 
surrealistic, the scenery almost spectacular, 
the characters offbeat and charismatic and 
the story itself good hearted. I also liked the 
romantic side story featuring Kristen Wiig as 
very sweet single mother who has caught the 
eye of the bashful Mitty.
         Probably as more and more heavy hit-
ters are added into the Oscar battle it’s less 
likely that THE SECRET LIFE OF WALTER 
MITTY will get serious Best Picture consider-
ation but it’s still a very pleasant and enjoy-
able fi lm.

B

American Hustle
Sony  R  129 min
        As you recall the last issue I mentioned 
that Christian Bale has become one of my 
favorite actors. Last time I was extremely 
impressed by his understated role in OUT OF 
THE FURNACE. A week later he’s back on 
the screen as an over the top Jewish con man 
from Jersey in AMERICAN HUSTLE. I was 
immediately struck by the full circle (maybe 
that should be half circle) turn around between 
the two fi lms. While FURNACE was decid-
edly low key and bleak HUSTLE is loud and 
frenetic. As a matter of fact that goes for all 
the characters here and I’m still trying to de-
cide if the aggressive characterizations didn’t 
cross over into unnecessary over acting. 
         Grifters Irving Rosenfeld (Bale) and  
Sydney, (Amy Adams)  are blackmailed by 
an unscrupulous FBI agent (Bradley Cooper) 
into participating in a sting operation against 
Mayor Carmen Polito. 
       Just about everything that could possibly 
complicate this already precarious situation 
comes to pass. First of all everybody is sleep-
ing with everybody. Rosenfeld with his partner 
who is sleeping with the FBI agent to punish 
Rosenfeld for sleeping with his wife who 
is sleeping with the mobsters in retaliation. 
Add to that vicious quadrangle the fact that 
Rosenfeld wife Rosalind (Jennifer Lawrence) 
is that dangerous combination of smoking hot 
and loud mouth alcoholic. Always a recipe for 
disaster.
          So what we have are quite a few ex-
treme performances by some fi rst class actors, 
a story about con artists, romance of sorts, a 
sting operation, the Mafi a and the old double 
(quadruple?) cross. Why then didn’t I love it? 
Like I said, the acting was almost too wild to 
be believed. Second the sting seemed under-
handed and clumsy instead of clever. Third 
there’s no one to root for. Every character 
is a rotten bastard except, unfortunately, for 
the guy who gets screwed in the end, Mayor 
Polito. So we have a bunch of pricks and no 
happy ending.
         Also I was a bit put off by the disclaimer 
that “some of the things depicted here actually 
happened.” That, I thought, makes any stab 
at reality meaningless. If you admit you’re 
making most of a story up then make it more 
palatable.
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TRY OUR EXCITING

GAME SHOW!
TRIVIA GAME/FAMILY FEUD SHOW
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and professional game show host is
guaranteed to get everyone involved in
the fun! We do ALL the work while
you enjoy a full house that will stay
longer and come back more often. 
Attention Bar Owners: Get ahead of
your competition today! Special pricing
for Bars & Clubs.

KARAOKEABOUT
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We’re
  not just...
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Attention Club Owners ... Performing FAMILY FUED at
Cleats in Chardon, Fri. Feb. 22, 9-Midnight!

Come & see how much fun ... Call for Details!
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lassitude of defeat enter their hearts and consciousness. I’ve quaffed heartily in bars and on 
streets and in the seats with the most quixotic of Browns fans that were fl amed with triumph 
after a two-game win “streak,” only to wince and suppress laughter as they were inevitably 
psychologically felled when the team endured series upon series of setbacks. (Select any one of 
them; there’s a cornucopia.)
       I’ve been present while fans choked with anger perpetually hop from one foot to the next, 
bearing the whirlwind of disorganizing sensations and emotions from one year to the next as 
Losing rears its unmistakable head. I’ve visited the hamlet that is the Muni Lot sampling treats 
and listening to the lunacy of the alarmingly deluded, cataloguing everything from standard-
issued inane naïveté to genuine debasement. “Here we go, Brownies, here we go, woof, woof!” 
Go where, exactly, back home to grab handfuls of Xanax? Every year, from Berea to December, 
it’s the same sad song. 
           “Welcome to the 15th year of our 3-year rebuilding process!” one classic handheld sign 
read, the author of it happily easing his tension and resentment with something other than the 
platitudinous “There’s Always Next Year!” Then there’s the Tears of a Clown technique to be 
grasped, most notably utilized and circulated by Mike Polk, Jr. His YouTube videos and stand-up 
sets lampooning the Browns resonate simply because the team provides him such perfect fodder. 
And you all know it. “Factory of Sadness” is part of the idiom here now, and it’s even spawned 
t-shirts you fans wear with self-deprecating glee. 
         And I get it, levity soothes the eternal ache. But sweet damnation, you fans covet a winner, 
hell, even a competitor, who doesn’t? This recent new beginning and erase-replace “design” 
reeks of something far uglier and detached. The absentee landlord Lerner exits the picture, 
introducing this new buster with the FBI and trucking companies hot on his trail. Rumbling, 
bumbling, stumbling. I know you’re fed up with the running in place and/or two steps forward, 
four steps back approach which has continued to secure a vortex of unequivocal failure. At this 
point, underachievement, mediocrity is actually something to strive for.
        So of course the newest episode of this comic opera has been the aforementioned head 
coach fi ring. After it was announced, you knew fans and the staggering amount of Browns 
Backers nationwide were going to that vacuum of what they know to be their forum, social 
media, to voice their vitriol. And voice it, amusingly but in earnest, they did. 

        A day after Chud’s fi ring, 19 Action News reporter Dan DeRoos asked Jimmy Haslam, “Can 
you assure the fans that you don’t have the three stooges running this operation?”, a collective 
lashing based on posts to Facebook, and referring to the triumvirate of Haslam, CEO Joe Banner 
and GM Mike Lombardi, who, no surprise, wasn’t there. Haslam grimaced, spouted measureless 
company lines, admitted the federal probe has been distracting and went on lamenting how 
faith in the Browns shouldn’t leak like water through a sieve. He promised continuity and 
determination to essentially turn this thing around and bring in the right people, ad nauseam. 
(By the way, according to the Bossman, on November 13, Chud was doing “an outstanding job.” 
Insert sardonic response here.)
       Things fall apart, a season in cinders. Not just the losing 10 of the last 11, six of them by 
10 or more. The overall morale is full of holes with little or no mending in sight. And the ever-
present dampening, dispiriting and depressing nature of the What-Have-You-Done-For-Me-
Lately? Mentality that looms in sports makes it even more enervating for Browns fans to believe 
they’ll be coming up for air any time soon.
          “…It was an honor to lead our players and coaches, and I appreciate their dedication 
and sacrifi ce. I was more excited than ever for this team, as I know we were building a great 
foundation for future success. While clearly I would have liked to see the long-term vision 
through to the end, I am very grateful to Jimmy Haslam and the Haslam family for letting me 
live my dream.” And while the diplomacy of Chud’s statement the day after his fi ring was 
expected, fulminating would have pumped up fans, but there’s a bigger reason he restrained 
himself: he chills at home awaiting his I.O.U. to the tune of $10 and a half million (“Cash rules 
everything around me, C.R.E.A.M get the money, dolla’ dolla’ bill, y’all….”). And the so far 
fruitless search for a new head coach begins. 
         Josh McDaniels, the candidate Haslam really wanted, took his name off the table, basically 
telling Jimmy to go to hell, and why not? McDaniels, offensive coordinator/QB coach for the 
New England Patriots, has a high-profi le canning under his belt, and with the rash of injuries, 
uncertain quarterback situation, Haslam’s capriciousness and overall plight of the Browns, well, 
I’ll wait for you to tell me why McDaniels about-faced. At this point, with these shambles, Vince 
Lombardi could be summoned forth like Lazarus and couldn’t do a damn thing with this team.
Loyalty is a virtue that’s in short supply today, we fans decry the violations of it all the time, and 
here in Cleveland, we never need reminding of that. But money talks as loudly and as personally 
as frustration, emptiness and lack of fulfi llment. Root for who you root for, for whatever reason. 
But be aware; see the forest through the trees.
         Al Pacino in “The Devil’s Advocate,” said “Free will, it is a bitch.” And that’s the biggest 
conundrum. To disabuse Browns fans is not the goal here, was never the goal, period.  But I 
look at them and see question marks levitating above their domes that can never be hidden. All 
circumstances aside, these fans had their team straight-up stripped from them for three years. 
From the ashes rises the phoenix? Not in this case. C’mon, Browns fans, “Where are the snows 
of yesteryear?” 
         I remember asking a former lifelong Browns fan if he were still into them and he told me 
no, that he didn’t have a team, because this new team “isn’t the Browns,” merely an expansion 
team that was lucky enough to have political strings pulled for them to secure the same name and
colors. I thought this attitude so unbelievably true and heartbreakingly proud, i.e., to step away, 
and be lost to the winds with your lost team, to fi guratively go down with the ship. Like Roger 
Kahn, he “becomingly left it…” He didn’t get giddy at the prospect of a new team, “imposters,” 
he called them, whoever they were to be returning here. Modell ruined that, hate it or love it. 
That fan didn’t abandon fandom, history; it all went with the team to his lasting memory, and 
damn sure not to Baltimore.
       If my beloved New York Giants moved, they’d cease to be. I wouldn’t root for the 
hypothetical L.A. Giants, nor would I even think to cheer, let alone attach my loyalty, to a team 
coming back proclaiming themselves the “new” Giants. 
Individual players are one thing, but a usurped team still 
possessing my fervor? Never. 
        Granted, wanting a wrong righted is a just pursuit, 
I get fans wanted something, but if the dice hits snake 
eyes, you steel your spine and go off into the unknown, 
not spend the rest of your days cheering a surrogate and 
playing make-believe. Remember Bunk Moreland from 
“The Wire” and his solemn adage, “A man must have a 
code.”
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In-Store Repairs
Over 50 Years of

Musical Experience
Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.

440.352.8986
Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano
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~ Rick Ray

OUT OF CONTROL!
        Don’t be afraid… I’m going to take 
control of your brain for a bit and don’t get 
jealous because the voices in your head start  
talking to me, I’ll give back your brain in a 
few minutes and you’ll be 10% smarter when 
I do and all the voices in your head will thank 
me in unison!
You’re welcome!
        Hmmm… control is a funny word, unless 
you’re losing control which usually isn’t so 
funny, and gaining control is like trying to 
catch water to fi ll a bottle with your toes!  Of 
course you can’t be in control until you’ve 
got some control, and if you don’t have any 
control then you must have lost control, and 
now you’re out of control so you must take 
control because you can’t just go to a store and 
buy some!  
I’m not kidding!
        Once you take control you’re back to 
having gained control so now you’re back in 
control but very nervous that you might lose 
control again, so… you devise ways to keep 
control so you can sit back and laugh and 
laugh at how stupid you were acting when you 
lost control!  
       Of course that depends on how you took 
control to begin with because if you took 
someone else’s control you’re not really in 
control at all but you think you are and you’ve 
just made someone else think they lost control 
and now you have become a control freak 
ass bag or… a politician!  Control freaks, 
politicians and diapers have one thing in 
common; they should all be changed regularly, 
and for the same reason! Hahaha!
       Now, I understand that somebody needs 

to be in charge and take control in certain 
situations, like running the government or 
a company, and it’s these people we work 
for that we give control of our brains or our 
bodies to do things for them and in return they 
give us money!  

       Wait… that makes us control whores!  
Yeah we’re whores!  We do things for 
them and they give us money!  WHORES! 
WHORES! WHORES! WHORES! 
WHORES! We’re all control whores!  Sorry I 
was on a roll and just had to go with it hahaha! 
         They are not supposed to keep 
controlling us after we leave for the day, but 
it sure seems they do because if we don’t go 
back and let them take control again they’ll 
fi re us and we’ll become uncontrolled sluts 
giving up our control to the government 
control freaks and their programs to almost 
survive!  
       Hmm… let me see if I got this right, it 
seems to me that it’s ok if we let someone take 
control for a while so we can both benefi t from
a mutually agreed upon goal, but only if we 
are willing to give it to them for a while and 
they give it back.  But if they just take control, 
without our consent to benefi t themselves, 
then they probably aren’t thinking on giving 
it back!
       These people are control freak ass bags 
and all I got to say to them is this; “You are 
a cursed butt kissing doormat who defi les 
the unsavory vat of vomit, and an annoying 
rectum and a pathetic fl eck of llama spit!”
       The funny thing about all this is I have 
the funny feeling that it’s going to strike me 

as funny that I fi nd it 
funny that it’s funny! 
I think that means 
I’m… Out Of 
Control!
Okay, here’s your 
brain back!

~Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com

(Answers on Page 28)
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