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Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!
Four Rooms Complete 
with Private Hot Tubs 

& Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL 

YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!
Appetizers & Full Entree 

Menu
See Back Cover For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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“Wishing 
all of our 
readers a 

very Merry 
Christmas!” 

from the 
Norh Coast 
Voice staff
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TA   E IIK
Playing 50-60-70's

Favorites and Much More

For booking call Ellie
330-770-5613

www.takeii.com
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Dec. 12: Deer's Leap • 7-10pm
Harpersfield, OH

Dec. 13: Top Notch Diner
Rt. 5 • Cortland, OH
7-10pm • 9th Anniversary

Dec. 14: Winery at Spring Hill
2-5pm

Dec. 18: Packard Car Museum
Town Christmas Social
Rt. 45 • Warren, OH
5:00 to 8:00pm 
Call 330-394-1899 for info.

Dec.19: Sunrise Inn
Christmas Party & Dance
Warren, OH • 7-10pm
Call 330-392-5176 for info.

Dec. 27: Goddess Wine House
Rt. 20 • Saybrook, OH • 8-10pm
 
Dec. 31: Goddess Wine House
Rockin' New Year’s Eve Party 
8- ? • Call 440-228-3284 for info.

Entertainment

DISC
JOCKEY

440-313-4801
trenda@TrendaRocks.com

TrendaRocks.com

DJ/Emcee, Trenda Jones
now booking Summer & Fall

Events • Private • Parties • Clubs

Emcee • Bands
Production
Multimedia

OLDIES
     DANCE
          CLASSIC ROCK

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

Becky’s Bistro
  
Old Firehouse Winery

  
Debonne Vineyard

  
Old Mill Winery

‘Acoustic Thursday Night’

  

  
Old Firehouse Winery
  

Debonne Vineyard
  

The Winery at Spring Hill
  

My 30 years of experience can help
you reach your musical goals!

Call or Text Rick
440-413-0247

Guitar
Lessons

Let me teach you
how to make music!

Schedule your
lesson today!

Beginner
to

Advanced

Electric
and

Acoustic

From Rick Piunno



December 10 - 31, 2014 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 5

By Don Perry

Home for the Holidays
        Once again this holiday season, Clevelanders of national and even international fame come 
home to the Nighttown stage.  This annual homecoming event is eagerly anticipated by local jazz 
enthusiasts each and every holiday season.  Come enjoy the ambience that only Nighttown can offer 
and enjoy an intimate evening with some of Cleveland’s most precious gifts to the world of jazz. 
These Clevelanders inspire not only by their artistry and musicianship, but they also  serve as living 
examples of the true meaning of the holidays, by giving back to their communities through education and 
countless acts of goodwill.  Visit www.nighttowncleveland.com for ticket information.

VANESSA RUBIN ALL-STAR QUARTET   Friday 12/26 • 8:00 & 10:00 pm 
Featuring: Helen Sung-piano, Peter Dominguez-acoustic bass, & (Cleveland native) Jerome Jennings-drums.
        Born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio to parents from Trinidad and Louisiana, Vanessa Rubin received her Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Journalism from Ohio State University.  She then taught school for a number of years, though she always remained focused upon a career in music 
and performed regionally, dabbled in band management, and continued to hone her skills.
       By 1982 Rubin knew that the time had come to move to New York City, where she attended the Jazz Cultural Theater and studied under Barry 
Harris and Frank Foster.  Ever the pragmatist, she kept a day job in the New York City school system for a short time, but it was clear that the 
bandstand would be her ultimate arena.
      Rubin has shared the stage with a seemingly unending list of prominent jazz artists nationally, and has toured globally with Herbie Hancock, 
the Woody Herman Orchestra, and the Jazz Crusaders. Vanessa’s musical skills do not end on the bandstand.  She’s not only vocalist, lyricist, 
and composer; she’s a producer, arranger and educator (cited for Outstanding Service to Jazz Education by the International Association of Jazz 
Educators) and has served as a music student adjudicator at such auspicious institutions as the Thelonious Monk Institute, Jazz at Lincoln Center 
and the Kennedy Center.  

PAUL FERGUSON BIG BAND FEATURING EVELYN WRIGHT AND SANDY SIMON    Saturday 12/27 • 8:30 pm 
        Master Trombonist, composer, arranger and bandleader Paul Ferguson plays music from his Christmas CD and more, featuring Evelyn Wright 
and Sandy Simon on vocals. Paul Ferguson has been director of Jazz Studies at Case Western Reserve University since 1988. A graduate of the 
University of Akron and the Eastman School of Music, Paul has traveled with the Tommy Dorsey and Glenn Miller bands as lead trombonist and 
arranger and currently fi lls those functions with the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra.
Paul was principal trombonist of the Canton Symphony from 1989-98 and at various times has also performed with the Cleveland Orchestra, 
Cleveland Opera, the Ohio Chamber Orchestra, Apollos’s Fire, the Cleveland Chamber Brass, the New Hampshire Festival Orchestra and various 
groups across Northeast Ohio.

CURTIS TAYLOR QUARTET     Sunday 12/28 • 7:00 pm 
       Rapidly rising young trumpeter and Cleveland Native, now living in San Diego Ca. plays his latest music. Featuring: Mike Jellick – Piano, 
Noah Jackson – Bass, Jerome Jennings (NYC - Cleveland native) – Drums
       Growing up in Bedford, Ohio, Taylor’s interest in music began at age 10, when he took up the trumpet and got involved with the school’s 
band program.  Shawn Nichols, the school’s band director, took notice and encouraged him to get involved in the jazz ensemble.  In addition, 
Nichols also took Taylor to several concerts around the city where he got his fi rst real taste of jazz. In 2007, Taylor completed his B.A. in Jazz 
Studies at Michigan State University and his Master’s at Rutgers University, where he studied under the late William “Prof” Fielder.  Fielder was a 
legendary educator who taught many jazz notables such as Wynton Marsalis, Terence Blanchard and Sean Jones. Taylor’s resume already boasts of 
performances at the Kennedy Center and Dizzy’s Club in NYC.  He has also toured internationally with saxophonist James Carter’s Quintet, with 
performances in Germany, France, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Canada, and Austria.

JAMEY HADDAD    Monday 12/29 & Tuesday 12/30 • 7:00 pm 
        Master drummer & percussionist and professor of Music at Oberlin, in his annual holiday residency at Nighttown. Born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
Jamey Haddad has been a professional jazz musician for over 25 years and  was voted one of the top 4 world percussionists in the world by the 
most largely read Percussion Periodical “Modern drummer” (July 2007). 
   Haddad’s musical voice transcends styles and trends, and the universal quality of his playing has attracted much international collaboration, 
including Paul Simon, in whose band Jamey has served for over 9 years.
 Regarded as one of the foremost world music and jazz percussionists in the U.S., Jamey Haddad is an associate professor at Boston’s Berklee 
School of Music, New England Conservatory, Oberlin Conservatory and the Cleveland institute of Music.
 
DOMINICK FARINACCI - NEW YEARS EVE!!  Wednesday 12/31    7:30 & 10:00 pm
Celebrate New Year’s on Nighttown’s new intimate all weather back patio. Seating limited
       Trumpet phenom, and Cleveland Native, back home for New Year’s.  Playing material from his future CD, to be released in 2015. Trumpeter 
DomTrumpet phenom, and Cleveland Native, back home for New Year’s.  Playing material from his future CD, to be released in 2015. 
      Trumpeter Dominick Farinacci has been recently credited the title” Global Ambassador to Jazz” at Lincoln Center by Wynton Marsalis, 
working to further integrate jazz into communities around the world. He graduated from The Juilliard School in 2005 launching his career in Japan 
with a prolifi c run of eight albums.
     Dominick has been successful in his personal commitment to bringing the art of jazz into the community.  He is a featured performer for 
the Cleveland Clinic in both Ohio and Abu Dhabi, taking part in the fi rst jazz performance for patients in Abu Dhabi in collaboration with the 
Cleveland Clinic and the Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Foundation. He played an integral role in launching a music education program at the Tommy 
LiPuma Center for the Arts in Cleveland, which brought together over 30 international artists and involved over 3,000 students.
     Farinacci created a campaign which collected over 3,000 toys for areas affected by Hurricane Sandy called “a Trumpet, a Truck and our Toys 
for Tots,” partnering with the US Marines and Archdiocese of New York. He has also been a featured musician working for the Happy Hearts 
Foundation; a non-profi t foundation dedicated to rebuilding schools and restoring hope and opportunity in the lives of children after natural 
disasters.

For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

DON PERRY

Face Value Duo
Beach Club Grill 
 

Face Value
Old Mill Winery
 

Duo with Al Bonnis
Kosicek Vineyards
 

Doc Genre hosts;
3rd Annual Christmas Jam
CK's Lounge, Quail Hollow
 

with Miles Beyond
Grand River Cellars
 
New Year’s Eve Celebration! 
Face Value
CK's Lounge, Quail Hollow
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By Donniella Winchell

DEER’S LEAP WINERYR’S EEEEEAAAAAAPPPPPAAAPPPPPPP II
Steak & Seafood Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection of
Domestic, Imported & Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

www.deersleapwine.com

MONDAY:
   Mexican Monday 75¢ Tacos
   Half price Margaritas 5-7
TUESDAY: $2 Off All Burgers
WEDNESDAY: Wing Night
  40¢ Wings
THURSDAY: Pasta Bar!
FRIDAY: AUCE Fish 

SUNDAY
HOMESTYLE

DINNERS $5.99

Live Bands
Fri & Sat. 

12/12: Take II
12/13: Black Jack Gypsies
12/16: Songs of Christmas 2
12/19: good company
12/20: InCahootz
12/21: Lyra and Fred Grupe
12/26: Those guys
12/27: Jonathan Browning
             Acoustics

We now carry a full line of

Biscotti Wines!
Full Restaurant 11:30-9 Daily!

New Year’s Eve
Dinner Specials

Buccia
 Vineyard

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

10am-6pm Mon-Thurs
later on Friday & Saturday • Closed Sunday

518 Gore Rd. • Conneaut
440-593-5976

Top 7 reasons to visit our Winery
7. The Vineyard is looking GREAT!
6. We are open ALL YEAR!
5. Great appetizers
4. Small, friendly, family owned
3. You can meet the winemaker
2. We appreciate your business
1.  We grow grapes & the wine is great!

Holiday Wines
& Gift items!

Please remember to

SHOP LOCALLY

Picking a wine for Christmas dinner
        Christmas is our nation’s most celebrated holiday. Families gather from around the 
country, trees are decorated and presents are everywhere.  When planning the big meal, whether 
it be a sit down affair with the best china or a buffet with colorful paper plates, the fi nal task for 
many hostesses is selecting the correct collection of wines to match all the festivities. 
       In reality this ‘most diffi cult’ decision is actually quite simple. Ham and turkey can 
be served with nearly any wine color, level of dryness, intensity and complexity. It easily 
complemented by reds, whites and/or blushes. It stands up to bone-dry wines, but light, fruity 
wines also work well. This is one holiday meal where nearly anything goes.  
       Chardonnay is a good choice for many. The vanilla-like fl avors that develop from barrel 
aging provide an interesting combination with the turkey’s white meat. Oak in the varietal’s 
background especially complements smoked fl avors and matches well with sage and herb 
dressing as well as a ‘German’ potato salad in the buffet line.  
       Light, fruity, Riesling with a hint of sweetness and acid ‘backbone’ stands up well to an 
eclectic collection of ‘pot luck’ dishes brought by the variety of family, friends and neighbors 
gathering this season. It is a wonderful middle of the road choice when your family’s palates 
range from those which enjoy bone dry reds to those whose favorite wine is a sweet, aromatic 
Catawba.
       This season, lots of wine writers are talking about ‘Winter Pinks.’  Blushes made by local 
vintners come in dozens of styles and sweetness levels.  One local favorite in this category is 
the old standby Catawba -- a festive wine for those who enjoy a sweet, grapey and pretty pink 
color on their table.  Additionally, it is moderately priced so will not break the family budget.
       A light dry red like, Chambourcin, Pinot Noir or Merlot is a great choice for a mixed group 
of folks who enjoy reds but do not appreciate bone dry varietals. 
       Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon should satisfy those who love big tannic and full 
bodied reds.

       The party may 
be BYOB or the 
hostess may select 
a range of wines to 
suite lots of palates, 
there is, however, a 
single, universally 
accepted choice 
for dessert: one of 
Ohio’s own luscious 
ice wines. The sweet 
sophistication of 
these unique wines 
IS dessert.  And, 
while they are 
somewhat pricey, 

two or three ounces served will single-handedly cap off that ordinary holiday meal with aplomb 
and mightily contribute to making your Christmas gathering even more memorable.
       As a fi nal note: one last dilemma sometimes faces families who bring a variety of different 
wines to the table.  Often, in the name of moderation, there are partial bottles left unfi nished.  
A suggestion to preserve those wines perfectly until the next time they are served:  there is an 
argon preservative called ‘Vineyard Fresh’ that can be squirted into the partial bottle. After the 
cork is replaced, it will keep wines in nearly perfect condition for several weeks….so will be 
ready to serve again when friends gather for the New Year’s celebrations. Vineyard Fresh is an 
Ohio based company [distributed nationally] and is available at many fi ne retail shops and at 
VineyardFresh.com

For additional information:  dwinchell@ohiowines.org

Mon. & Tues. 5-10 p.m.
Wed. & Thurs. Noon-10 p.m.

Friday Noon-Midnight
Saturday Noon-Midnight

Come enjoy the music!

(440) 964-9993

Entertainment Every Saturday!
The Non Trio

Sat. Dec. 13

Open Mic Ed Dana
Fri. Dec. 19 

Fred Barringer
Sat. Dec. 20

Take II
Sat. Dec. 27

& Weds. Dec. 31...
New Year’s Party!
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

Geneva
440.466.5560 Kitchen HoursWinery Hours

Closed Monday
Tues-Thurs: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

ENTERTAINMENT

Home of the Original
Wineburger

or Try Our Monthly Specialty Burger!

Hosted by SUSIE HAGAN

Closed Monday
Tues-Thur: 4-8pm
Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm
Sun: Noon-8pm

NOT NEEDED

A GOOD IDEA.

Tuesday-Thursday
Happy Hour  4-6pm!

All Domestic Beers $2

Wed. Dec. 10th

Four Year Anniversary
of Open Mic Party!

                     Holiday Hours:
Wed, Dec. 24: Noon-6pm, to go items only!
Thurs, Dec 25: Closed- Merrry Christmas!
Wed, Dec 31: Dinner only, 3-9pm
Thurs, Jan 1: Closed- Happy New Year!

 

Hours:  
Wed, & Thurs 12-6pm 

Fri 12-10pm  
Sat & Sun 12-9pm 

 

636 Route 534 South 
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041 

440-361-4573 

www.kosicekvineyards.com 
 

See our ad in the Winery Guide on 
Page 2 for our  

Entertainment Schedule 

Creamy Shrimp Asparagus Pasta Recipe
 
Ingredients:
1/2 pound pasta of choice (linguine suggested)
3 Tablespoons butter
1/2 cup minced sweet onion
2 to 3 medium garlic cloves, pressed or finely-minced
1/4 cup white wine (Chardonnay suggested)
1/4 cup white balsamic vinegar
1 Tablespoon fresh lemon juice (reserve half of the lemon for 
garnish)
1/2 cup heavy cream
1/2 pound asparagus, tough ends removed, sliced diagonally 
into 1-inch pieces
24 jumbo (31 to 40 count) raw shrimp, thawed and peeled
1/2 cup sliced roasted red peppers
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1 Tablespoon fresh dill weed (or substitute 1/2 teaspoon dried)
Lemon, dill weed, and additional Parmesan for garnish, optional
 
       Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. Add the pasta and stir to prevent sticking. Cook 
pasta according to manufacturer’s suggestion, usually about 12 minutes. Once the pasta is in the 
pot, begin the shrimp and asparagus.
        Heat a large, deep, heavy skillet over medium heat. When skillet is hot, add butter and swirl 
to coat the pan. Saute onion until softened, about 2 minutes. Add garlic and cook for 1 additional 
minute, stirring often.
       Carefully add wine, balsamic vinegar, and lemon juice to the onions. Cook, while stirring, 
until liquid is reduced by half. Add heavy cream and asparagus. Stir until bubbling and slightly 
thickened, about 3 minutes.
       Add shrimp and cook, stirring often, until shrimp turn pink. Do not overcook or shrimp will 
become rubbery. Remove from heat and stir in roasted red peppers, grated Parmesan cheese, and 
dill weed. You shouldn’t need it, but now is the time to taste and add salt to suit your palate.
       Stir a couple of spoonfuls of the sauce into the cooked, drained pasta to keep it from stick-
ing together.
       Serve shrimp, asparagus, and sauce over hot cooked pasta and garnish with remaining 
lemon slices, dill sprigs, and additional grated Parmesan cheese.
 Yield: 3 to 4 servings
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By Cat Lilly

 
Blue Barry/Smoky Mtn Blues Society
I mean when you have an 8 piece band that’s been playing, and 
changing, and getting better since 1984, you better count on 
great music!  I guarantee it has something you’ll like. 

Blue Lunch has some more great shows coming up in 
December; take some time out during the holiday season to 
enjoy this fi ne band and take home a CD. Blue Lunch never 
disappoints!!
House of Swing on Fri. Dec. 12
Harpersfi eld Winery on Sat. Dec. 13
Double-bill with Cats On Holiday at the Music Box on Friday, Dec. 19
8th Annual Blue Lunch Holiday Latke Party at the Beachland Ballroom on Christmas 
night, Thursday, Dec. 25

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

A Big Band Holiday Dance

Ernie Krivda and his Fat Tuesday Big Band • Tuesday, December 23rd
Music Box Supper Club
        Whether in concert or playing swinging dance music, Ernie Krivda and The Fat Tuesday 
Big Band are one of the most exciting and engaging acts to hit the Midwest music scene in 
recent memory. The band refl ects the electric intensity of their leader as well as his superb 
musicianship and stylistic distinction. Combining the musical values of the great big bands of 
yesterday with the dramatic energy of a new century, the nineteen-piece “band  that swings” 
plays each performance into an unforgettable event. This show features an 18-piece band doing 
two sets. Come at 7 pm for swing dance lessons! Music starts at 8pm.

Brothers Lounge

Monday, December 22 @ 8pm • Mojo Big Band Christmas Show
$15 Admission - In the Music Hall
        The Big Band will be performing an assortment of classic Christmas jazz arrangements 
along with some of the standards you’re accustomed to hearing. MOJO Big Band is a 
professional 17-piece band that performs music from the great jazz orchestras of the past 
including Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Buddy Rich and many more. First and third Monday 
each month.

New Year’s Eve Celebration Featuring: Becky Boyd and 

the Groove Train

Wednesday, December 31 @ 930pm
Doors at 8pm, Show at 9:30pm, $10 Admission - In the Music Hall
The band consists of Becky Boyd on vocals, Michael Bay on Guitar and Alfredo Guerrieri on 
bass.
Admission includes: Light appetizers being served at 9 & 11pm; Party favors and Champagne 
toast at midnight.

Beachland Ballroom

SAT, DEC 13 | 8:30 PM (7:30 DOOR)
Burlesque-A-Pades, A Christmas 

Shimmy!

        Featuring Angie & Helen Pontani (direct from 
NYC), Albert Cadabra & The Maine Attraction, and 
Pinch & Squeal. Burlesque extraordinaire, Angie 
Pontani, “The Italian Stallionette,” is one of few 
involved in the ecdysiast arts who shimmies and 
shakes on stages around the world. A key player in 
establishing the neo-burlesque scene, this bump-
n-grind bombshell has spread the glamour gospel 
across the globe for over a decade. The New Yorker 

BLUE LUNCH
       Blue Lunch has a new CD out - Above the Fold, their eighth 
release and the second for Rip Cat Records..There are fi fteen cuts 
on the effort, just about an hour of their special blend of blues, 

R&B, jazz, and gospel.  Above The Fold is available from 
the Blue Lunch web site, and from Amazon.com, 

barnesandnoble.com, itunes.com, and several other 
CD retailers.
       Some say with the rise of the CD and its 
successor, streaming audio, that the art of liner 
notes is dead. Blue Lunch tries to include them 

whenever possible and they fi nd the best writers 
they can get to do them. Big Sound Blues notes 
were written by the late Harvey Pekar, a Cleveland 
icon. For Above the Fold, they have outdone 
themselves, recruiting world-famous, multi-award 
winning writer Harlan Ellison to write the notes. 
According to Harlan, these are the fi rst liner notes 
he’s written since the early 1960’s, when he wrote 
them for luminaries like Charles Mingus and Miles 
Davis. Some early reviews are already in; here’s what 
people are saying about Above the Fold:
     
WDPS-90.5 FM Radio
I’ve been a Blue Lunch fan for several years now and 
have sang their praises to fellow music heads. It’s great 
to see them the very fi ne Rip Cat label.  This one is a 
real contender for this year’s top 10!… Mike
 
WUEV 91.5 Radio
 I just listened to the Blue Lunch CD you sent. That’s a 
really good album! I added it to our computer and I’m 
also leaving it for the jazz producer to see if he wants to 

use any songs.-Paul Bragin
 
ChickenWilson Blogspot
If this album doesn’t hit on something to your liking, you 
are most likely dead
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~Continued on Page 10

calls Angie, “fi rst rate, the perfect centerpiece!” and rightfully so, since her signature acts and 
productions all set standards of style and class. Ballroom, primarily seated, general admission. 
$17 Advance/ $20 Door

MON, DEC 22 | 8:30 PM (7:30 DOOR)
19th Annual Rockabilly Holiday

       Featuring Johnny Fay & The Bel-Aires, David 
Loy and The Ramrods, and A-Train and The Steamers. 
High-energy show with three of the best rockabilly 
bands in the Cleveland area. Tavern. $8 admission. All 
ages.

WED, DEC 31 | 9:00 PM (8:00 DOOR)
A Soulful New Year’s Eve!

With Wesley Bright & the Hi-Lites
       Wesley Bright & The Hi-Lites formed in the heart of Akron, Ohio with the interest of 
being a part of the timeless sound of soul music. Specifi cally, the band identifi es with the sweet 
“Northern Soul” genre, drawing from the 1960’s era of soul from the Motown label. A happening 
group of talented musicians that can produce the raw soul sounds of the 1960’s. If you love true 
souI music, what a way to welcome in the New Year! Ballroom. $15

BEST BLUES RELEASES of 2014
        Make your holiday shopping a whole lot easier - give the gift of music! Here are some 
suggestions for the blues lovers on your Christmas list:

Mud Morganfi eld & Kim Wilson: For Pops
       With Mud Morganfi eld singing and Fabulous Thunderbirds’ frontman Kim Wilson blowing 
his harp, you just knew that For Pops (A Tribute To Muddy Waters) was going to rock! The two 
bluesmen are backed on this 14-track tribute to the King of Chicago Blues by an all-star band. 
They decided early on to record a mix of Waters’ better known and more obscure songs together, 
so For Pops includes takes on classics like “Nineteen Years Old,” “Trouble No More,” “Still A 
Fool,” and others. Morganfi eld’s vocals sound eerily like his father’s, and that’s a good thing, 
while Wilson sounds like a cross between James Cotton and Junior Wells, two notable (and 
infl uential) Waters’ sidemen. The result is less a tribute to the great bluesman than a celebration 
of the blues itself. This one should be a big winner come Blues Music Awards time.

Dave and Phil Alvin: Common Ground
         The music of Big Bill Broonzy was a favorite of brothers Dave and Phil Alvin when they 
were growing up in Southern California. It would infl uence them in the music they made with 
their band the Blasters and, after the group broke up due to confl icts between the brothers, Dave 
Alvin’s solo career has displayed more than a few Broonzy infl uences over the years and many 
albums. The music of Big Bill also brought the brothers back together in the studio for the fi rst 
time in 20 years, the Alvins paying tribute to the Chicago blues legend with Common Ground. 
Revisiting the Broonzy songbook and bringing the most reluctant of contemporary interpretation 
to the music, the Alvins do a great job in honoring their musical idol.         

Johnny Winter – Step Back
       Before his death earlier this year, blues-rock guitarist Johnny Winter had all but fi nished up 
Step Back, his star-studded follow-up to 2010’s acclaimed Roots album. Comprised of vintage 
blues and R&B songs that Winter grew up listening to as a teenager in Texas, Step Back features 
covers of classics by artists as diverse as Ray Charles, Bobby “Blue” Bland, and Lightnin’ 
Hopkins, to name a few. While the presence of talents like Joe Bonamassa, Eric Clapton, Leslie 
West, and others is welcome, the spotlight here is fi rmly on J.W., who plays guitar and sings 
on his fi nal album with the same love and affection for the music that he brought to his fi rst 
recording.

Walter Trout – The Blues Came Callin’
       In a year where the popular blues-rock guitarist was supposed to be taking a victory lap 
in celebration of the 25th anniversary of his solo career, Walter Trout has spent much of 2014 
recuperating from his life-threatening illness and long anticipated liver transplant. Although the 
good news is that Trout got a new liver, the bad news is that he’s still not out of the woods and 
each day is a struggle with his health. Still, the man lives for the blues, and before his illness 
sidelined him altogether in late 2013, he went into the studio to record The Blues Came Callin’. 
A twelve-song celebration of life in the face of mortality, ten of the album’s tracks are newly-
penned Trout originals, one was a J.B. Lenoir cover, and the other was penned by British blues-
rock legend (and Trout’s former bandleader) John Mayall specifi cally for the album. A love 
letter from the guitarist to his fans, Trout delivers the performance of a lifetime, his fretwork 
phenomenal and the emotion of the songs as deep as one can get into the blues, but with his 
optimism bubbling up to the top.

TREEN INSURANCE

(440) 576-5926

Auto Home Business Life

We Offer the Personal Service You’ve Missed Lately
 ...From Your Favorite Guy!

Happy Holidays

Scott Treen
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GRAND RIVER
MANOROPEN

DAILY
INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

www.grandrivermanor.com
ATM

NETWORK Mastercard
®

®VISA

Watch Browns & CAVS
on Our Big Screens!

Tuesday Wing Night
40¢JUMBO Wings & 45¢ BONELESS Wings

Open Mic with Jimmy & Friends 6:30

A
LL

 R
O

AD

S & TRAILS LEAD TO THE  

FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS!

Queen of Hearts Drawing - Fridays at 8pm.  100% Winnings if Present!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

Sat. Dec. 13: Oscar Gamble Trio 9 -1
Wed. Dec. 17: Christmas Party
New Year’s Eve with Southern Express Band
Free Party Favors, Champagne Toast, Snacks

Call me at (440) 417-2475
or find me on Facebook 

Jim Ales
Acoustic Fun!

Grand River Manor, 7- 10pm

PRIZES  &  GIVE –AWAYS
Courtesy of The North Coast Voice

TUESDAYS!!

Sun, Dec. 21,   2:30 – 5:30
     Winery at Spring Hill
Come celebrate as the days 
begin to get longer and we start 
heading back into summer!

Various Artists - Remembering Little Walter
        Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Little Walter Jacobs receives a fi tting tribute on this sparkling 
live recording, bringing together fi ve of the greatest harmonica players currently on the blues 
scene - Charlie Musselwhite, Billy Boy Arnold, Mark Hummel, James Harman, and Sugar 
Ray Norcia.  All fi ve of these fi ne players share a deep love for and keen insight into the 
revolutionary force that Walter’s music brought to bear on the Chicago blues scene of the fi fties 
and sixties.
          Charlie Musselwhite and Billy Boy Arnold actually knew and played with Walter. Charlie 
recalls that Walter “started phrasing on harmonica like a saxophone. This phrasing combined 
with his creativity and amplifi cation really took harmonica playing to a whole new level that 
hadn’t been heard before. He was miles ahead of all the other harp players on the scene. No one 
could touch him. He was creative, innovative, and spontaneous. Little Walter is still the top and 
most infl uential harp player that ever played.” 
          Musselwhite and Arnold are joined here by three other harpists, each renowned in his 
own right. Producer Mark Hummel has toured and recorded with Lowell Fulson, Eddie Taylor, 
Charles Brown, Brownie McGhee, Jimmy Rogers and many other blues legends. James Harman 
has been a mainstay on the scene for forty years, having played with everyone from Canned Heat 
to ZZ Top. Sugar Ray Norcia is best known for his lengthy tenure with the acclaimed Roomful 
of Blues and with the Bluetones - a band he started thirty years ago with guitarist Ronnie Earl.

BLUES CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Juke Joint: Photographs
By Birney Imes
       In this famed collection of full-color photographs, Birney 
Imes reveals a previously unexplored and now nearly vanished 
domain, the black juke joints of the Mississippi Delta. Imes’s 
work transforms these common gathering places in Delta 
cultural life into something rich and strange.
       The evocative Mississippi place names in Imes’s 
photographs are as captivating as the names of the juke joints 
themselves: the Pink Pony in Darling, the People’s Choice 
Café in Leland, Monkey’s Place in Merigold, the Evening 
Star Lounge in Shaw, the Playboy Club in Louise, Juicy’s 

Place in Marcella, the Social Inn in Gunnison, and A. D.’s Place in Glendora. Richard Ford, the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author, contributes a long, perceptive introductory essay that probes the 
photographs for their aesthetic value and for what they reveal beyond their obvious documentary 
qualities.
       Juke Joint includes approximately sixty photographs taken between 1983 and 1989 as Imes 
traveled throughout the Delta. Many of the images are the result of long exposures that show the 
blur of human movement as a fi gure lounges at a bar or steps across a room to feed quarters into 
a juke box. The resulting “ghosts” animate the pictures and give them an otherworldly quality.
       Today, many of these places no longer exist. And yet these photographs continue to inspire 
songs, poetry, movie sets, and the interior designs of countless bars, restaurants, and live music 
venues striving for authenticity and that inimitable Delta Blues feeling.
Available from amazon.com and University Press of Mississippi
124 pages, 11 x 10 inches, 60 color photographs, $45.

2015 Blues Images Calendar

        For the twelfth year in a row, John 
Tefteller presents another brilliant calendar 
and beautiful CD to go along with it.  The 
2015 “Classic Blues Artwork from the 
1920’s” Calendar and CD has broad appeal 
to anyone interested in early blues music or 
history. Within its pages is a huge treasure 
trove of original blues artwork from the 
earliest days of recorded blues history, 
including three never before seen pictures of 
early blues greats. Each calendar is packaged 
with a full-length CD that cleverly matches 
up each month’s artwork with the original 
recording it advertises. These songs make the 
calendar come alive!
       This year’s CD has a total of 24 tracks; 
many are absolutely delightful recordings 
from Tefteller’s own impressive collection. 
There are 12 blues classics from blues 
masters Memphis Minnie, Gus Cannon, 
Charley Patton, Blind Lemon Jefferson and others plus 12 super rare songs by legendary blues 
artists Blind Blake, Willie Lofton, and The Famous Blue Jay Singers of Alabama.  A real gem is 
the ultra rare Tommy Johnson Paramount 78 (which he paid over $37,000 for!!)
       The CD and 12’’x12’’ 12-month calendar are bargain priced at around $20. What a great gift 
for any blues lover and absolutely essential for the blues history buff. It doesn’t get much better 
than this!
Available from amazon.com
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5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1am
Open at 7am for Breakfast and cooking until 11pm, fryer may

be available later. Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com
Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/VJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8 PM-12:30 AM

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS
GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Happy Hour DAILY 1-7pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well Drinks (Holidays Excluded)

OUR NOVEMBER PHOTO WINNER IS TRACY!
SEND US AN EMAIL TO RECEIVE OUR MAILINGS!

Food & Gift

     Drive Party
Bring in a non-perishable

food item, gift or cash
donation and receive a free beverage.

Sat. Dec. 20

Collecting non perishable food items, gifts and 
cash for our 3 adopted Christmas families all month.

Closed
Christmas

Day.
See you
Friday!

Weds. Dec. 31

New Year’s Eve Party
Larry, Darryl, Darryl & Sheryl!
Pork & kraut, Champagne Toast,

Hats & Noisemakers

~Continued on Pg 12

Come for the Food ... Stay for the Entertainment

6884 North Ridge Road (Rt. 20) • 440.428.9926

BOOK
YOUR

HOLIDAY

PARTY
NOW!

FREE
PARTY
ROOM!

New Year’s Eve
Double Header Gala!

Comedian Steve Fielder 8:00 pm

Bring in the New Year with
107.9 The Band 
beginning at 9:30 pm

Serving Full Dinner Menu 5-10pm 
Call for details and reservations.

Muriel Anderson, Playing Woodchoppers Ball Dec 13th at Kent Stage, 
wins 10 National Awards, and is giving away Harp Guitar Christmas 
CDs to celebrate...
        Guitar virtuoso Muriel Anderson’s star-studded award-winning double CD Nightlight 
Daylight is her idea come to life - What started out as a gift for a best friend’s fi rst child turned 
into a double CD; one to go to sleep to 
and one to wake up to....with the fi rst-ever 
interactive lighted cover. When you push the 
moon, a beautiful light show happens right on 
the CD cover!
       She has swept up 10 top awards so far, 
including Global Music Gold Award, Parents’ 
Choice, Academics’ Choice, Creative Child’s 
CD of the Year and the NAPPA Award. To 
celebrate, she’s giving away copies of her 
“Harp Guitar Christmas (with a wooden 
Christmas tree ornament tucked inside) with 
each order online, and there is also a free 
shipping offer at www.murielanderson.com
       Nightlight Daylight, Anderson’s 12th album, features world-class musicians such as Victor 
Wooten, Phil Keaggy. Mark Kibble (Take 6), Stanley Jordan, Earl Klugh, Howard Levy, 
Tommy Emmanuel, Danny Gottlieb, Beth Nielsen Chapman, and members of the Nashville 
Symphony. Check it out and download the free bonus track at www.murielanderson.com/
nightlight
 Happy holidays to you, sweet dreams and good mornings!

Willoughby Businesses Team Up to Fight Hunger in Lake County
       Erie Street Guitars and Nickleby’s Roundbar are co-sponsoring Food Aid, a benefi t concert 
and food drive.  Sunday, December 14th from 3-10pm, Nickleby’s will be hosting a music 
festival to benefi t Karpos, a non-profi t organization that cooks community meals for homeless 
and food insecure residents in Lake County.  Karpos distinguished itself early on by traveling 
out into the community and serving on the street.  Word spread fast and their numbers grew 
exponentially.  
        “When our mobile street ministry to and with the homeless began fi ve years ago, we could 
hardly imagine the many people we would meet and the close bonds we would share,” says 
Karpos organizer, Kathy Philipps. “While the large numbers we now serve don’t permit us to be 
mobile any longer, we continue to practice solidarity with the street homeless by continuing the 
tradition of dining together on the street, focusing our efforts on relationships and spending time 
together.” 
       Local music fans and owners of Erie Street Guitars, Maggie Rice and Jason Falstreau 
approached Nickleby’s about hosting the benefi t, in the interest of being good neighbors.  
Nickleby’s owner, Erin McCrone immediately got on board with the idea.
       “In the essence of the holiday spirit, we’re really looking forward to the opportunity to give 
back to our community,” McCrone explains.  She and Rice worked together planning the event.
“We saw a need, and realized we were in a position to do something about it,” says Rice, who 
volunteers with Karpos and has seen fi rsthand the necessity of community cooperation.  “These 
people are our neighbors, our friends, and we feel a deep sense of solidarity with them.”
The event promises to be a festive affair, complete with food specials, a variety of beers on tap, 
and an ugly sweater competition.  The winner will receive a gift basket full of goodies from 
downtown Willoughby businesses. A fi fty-fi fty raffl e is also planned.
        The main event, however, will of course be the music.  The lineup will feature many local 
favorites, including country and Americana artist Red Brick Rhoads, classic style rock band The 
Shizz, and Lake County’s own, singer songwriter Nick Zuber.
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Rated #1
With Northcoast

Women!

Enjoy Great Savings With
“Discount Deals” Online @ STAR97.com

Today's Best

Saturday, December 27th

Pat Shelby

Christmas Presentation

 

 
Saturday, January 9th 2015

www.Abbeyrodeo.com

11-YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

~Continued on Page 14

       “I just think it’s a beautiful thing when one can use his or her talents toward a good cause,” says Zuber.  His enthusiasm is shared by the other 
artists playing Food Aid, seven acts in total.
“These shows are easy to book,” says Falstreau.  “Who doesn’t have an hour to donate to help people right in their own area?”  It’s that spirit of 
communalism Falstreau and Rice are hoping will be shared by other Lake County residents.  
       “We’ve had a couple people come in already to give us food and get concert tickets,” Rice says.  “We’re expecting a good turnout.  We’ve 
seen some fantastic ugly sweaters already.”  
       Tickets can be picked up at Erie Street Guitars in downtown Willoughby, from now until the day of the concert, Sunday December 14th.  
Anyone who brings non-perishable food items, new socks or gloves, or makes a small cash donation will get free tickets to Food Aid.

Bad Company Former Lead Singer, Brian Howe, Launches “Christmas” Music Video to 
Benefi t Beagle Freedom Project
       Bad Company former lead singer, Brian Howe, has released the music video for his single, “Christmas”, on his website, 
www.BrianHowe.com, his YouTube  channel and Facebook page. A large portion of the proceeds from song downloads 
between the dates of Nov. 26 and Dec. 26 will be donated to Beagle Freedom Project. The single can be downloaded on 
iTunes and Amazon. 
       Beagle Freedom Project is a laboratory animal rescue and advocacy organization with a cruelty-free public initiative. Their mission is to 
rescue any and all animals from laboratories, tell the stories of survivors and provoke a public conversation about the use of animals in all forms 
research. Their vision is to end animal-testing with values centered on the positive engagement of the public by emphasizing the heart-warming 
liberations. 
       The video includes a personal message from Howe, who currently resides 
in Fort Myers, Fla. He grew up with a passion for animals, gaining his love of 
rescues from his mother at an early age.  With eight rescues of his own, Howe 
personally donates monthly contributions from his performance earnings to 
multiple rescue organizations.  
       Howe is managed by Talent Ventures, LLC a boutique agency based out of 
Bonita Springs, Fla. that specializing in local, national, and international musical 
entertainment.  Talent Ventures, LLC President, Paul Easton, said, “This is one 
of the larger national initiatives we have undertaken since taking over Brian’s 

management late this year.  I 
am personally delighted to be 
a part of such a worthwhile 
project that also has personal 
meaning to me having grown 
up around Beagles, and to be 
working with arguably one of 
the greatest voices in rock music is nothing short of a privilege.”
       To download Brian Howe’s single, “Christmas” and take part in benefi tting Beagle 
Freedom Project to help save lives, go to the following link to download the single directly 
http://itunes.apple.com/album/id405625209 or search, “Brian Howe Christmas” on iTunes or 
Amazon.
       For more information on Beagle Freedom Project visit, www.beaglefreedomproject.org/. 
For information on Brian Howe, please contact Talent Ventures, LLC at (239) 262-5291. 

The Nutcracker continues through Dec. 20 at the Ashtabula Arts 
Center
        An enduring holiday classic, a full-scale production of The Nutcracker set to 
Tchaikovsky’s famous holiday score has been performed by Ballet Theatre Ashtabula for 
over 25 years.  The annual Christmas tale about a little girl and her best Christmas present 
ever opened Dec 5th on the Ashtabula Arts Center stage. Remaining performance dates 
are December 12-14, and 18-20.  Thursday, Friday and Saturday shows begin at 7:30 p.m. 
Matinees are on Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m.  
       The Nutcracker has been a family tradition in Ashtabula County for more than 25 years. 
Under the direction of Director of Dance, Shelagh Dubsky, the enchanting classic show 
features a smoking cannon, toy soldiers battling an army of evil mice, a magical snowy woods, 
and a Christmas tree that grows to magnifi cent heights
       As the show opens it is Christmas Eve at the Stahlbaum house.  Friends and family 
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By Helen Marketti

Give Me A Chance
     Gail Renard was 16 years old in 1969 when she climbed up 

a fi re escape behind the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Montreal, 
Canada. She was bound and determined to meet her idol, 
John Lennon. He and Yoko were staying at the hotel for their 
“Bed In” for Peace. She wanted to interview John for her 
high school newspaper. Gail not only met John and Yoko but 
became their personal assistant and friend during their 8-day 
peace campaign. John encouraged Gail to become a writer 
and helped her along the way. She was offered to continue 
touring with John and Yoko after their stay in Montreal was 
over but Gail decided to pursue her own interests. She had 
an opportunity that many Beatle fans could only achieve in 
their dreams. John Lennon seemed to have a sixth sense about 
people and he knew Gail was a genuine soul that he could 
trust. Give Me A Chance (Walker Books, London) is a rock and 
roll story written by a fan who became a friend to one of the 
world’s well loved rock icons. The reader will feel as though 
they are on the journey along with Gail and she describes in 
great detail the atmosphere, feeling and emotion.

What gave you the idea to write a book?

I’ll always be grateful to John Lennon for everything he did for me, including giving me 
confi dence which, for a teenager, is a priceless gift. One hears so many terrible stories about our 
heroes these days, I wanted to tell a happy one. John was a kind man and a good friend to me. I 
wanted to thank John by getting his peace message out into the world again. 

How did your article ever turn out for your high school newspaper?

I’d like to think it was the best article they’d ever had! 

Why do you think you were accepted rather easily into John & Yoko’s world at that time?

A mutual friend told me John could decide within 20 seconds whether he could trust someone or 
not and he was always right. After all, I came in peace! We also shared a sense of humor.

Did you ever keep in touch with Derek Taylor?
(Derek Taylor was the press offi cer for The Beatles)

Not as much as I would have liked and unfortunately he died too soon; a lovely gentle man and 
a gentleman.

You were given an opportunity at a young age that many people dream about their entire 
lifetime, yet you seemed to understand and appreciate the opportunity. What life lessons 
did you learn from that experience?

The main thing I learned from John and Yoko is that you can change the world, or at least your 
bit of it. Everyone laughed when the Lennons announced they were going to lie in bed for eight 
days for peace but John said if they’re going to be giving interviews non-stop, they might as 
well be comfortable! 

The Bed In led to 500,000 people marching on Washington six months later to protest the Viet 
Nam War. They were singing Give Peace A Chance. It’s said that the Bed In was instrumental in 

shortening the war. That’s a powerful lesson to learn.

I admire you for turning down the opportunity 
to travel with them and perhaps work full time. I 
understand you had wanted to explore and live your 
own life rather than through someone else’s schedule.  
Do you believe John admired your strength for 
sticking with what you felt was right for yourself?

I think John got over it! We stayed friends.

You met several celebrities during that time. What did 
you come away with after meeting them? Did you fi nd 
them to be “just normal people?” 

Like John and Yoko, the celebrities were all passionate, 
talented people who wanted to make the world a better 
place. We all loved coming together at that special time.  

It was eight days of working and speaking towards 
peace, how do you think that message is coming across 

today? 

We need John and Yoko’s peace message today more than ever so let’s keep spreading it!

Please share any current projects or writings that you are working on…

I’ve written various television series but funnily enough, I’m just about to start on a sequel to 
my book Give Me A Chance. There’s still another story about John to tell...

Is there anything else you wanted to mention or discuss?

John’s ambition was to write a peace anthem that would last for all time. Let’s sing Give Peace 
A Chance every chance we can and make it so.

Give Me A Chance is available through Amazon and Gail’s web site:
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HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI  11am-7pm

50¢ A WINGTUES. & THURS.

 

WEEKENDS

NEVER
A COVER
CHARGE

$3 Cheeseburger & Fries! MONDAYS

FRI & SAT
BANDS AT

9PM

$7 Bucket of Beer

LIVE TRIVIA EVERY THURSDAY
Prizes & Specials & NFL TICKET!

FRI. DEC. 12 ARMSTRONG BEARCAT

SAT. DEC. 13 ALIAS

FRI. DEC. 19 MARY TAYLOR BROOKS

SAT. DEC. 20 JIMILLER BAND

TUES. DEC. 23 UGLY SWEATER 
CHRISTMAS PARTY

FRI. DEC. 26 BURNT RIVER BAND

SAT. DEC. 27 JESTER'S REVENGE

WED. DEC. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

HOSTED BY WTF

enjoy a festive party where the children play, the adults dance, and a magical visitor, Herr 
Drosselmeyer, sweeps into the room bringing a special Nutcracker doll for Clara. Later that 
evening Clara falls asleep beneath the Christmas tree but as the clock strikes midnight the 
magic begins….
      Tickets to The Nutcracker can be purchased by calling the Ashtabula Arts Center at (440) 
964-3396 or by visiting the box offi ce at 2928 W. 13th Street, Ashtabula.  Pre-paid, advance 
sale tickets are $15 adults, $13 Seniors and students, and $11 Child age 12 and under.  Advance 
sale tickets must be purchased by 4 p.m. for Thursday and Friday performances or by noon on 
Saturday for Saturday and Sunday shows.  For tickets at the door (if available) add $2.  
        In conjunction with the Saturday, December 13 performance at 2 p.m. the Ashtabula Arts 
Center will feature a “Sugar Plum Luncheon.”  Step inside the “Land of Sweets” for an elegant 
holiday fest featuring live holiday music and a new menu.  Kids will have the chance to hear the 
story of The Nutcracker read by one of the Nutcracker characters. They’ll also get a Nutcracker 
dance lesson from the Sugar Plum Fairy herself.  
       Luncheon tickets are Adults $30, Seniors/Students $28, Children 12 & under $23 and 
includes both the luncheon and ticket to the 2 p.m. performance. Reservations and prepayment 
required.  (440) 964-3396.
The Nutcracker is sponsored by Ashtabula County Medical Center an affi liate of the Cleveland 
Clinic.  
The Ashtabula Arts Center is funded in part by the Ohio Arts Council. 

Music Box Supper Club
Sydney Ellis & Her Midnight Preachers
Friday, January 2, 2015
8 pm (Doors 6pm) Supper Club Price: $7 includes a cocktail
       Two sets from this Cleveland-raised Sydney Ellis began her musical career in the Los 
Angeles area when, on the day after her 44th birthday, she got her nerve up and climbed up onto 
a session stage. Since then, her singing has blossomed into an obsession for what she calls her 
cultural heritage, otherwise known as African-American folk music—what the rest of the world 
calls classic jazz, gospel, spirituals, New Orleans jazz and blues, R & B, and Chicago or Kansas 
City blues. Since 1995, Ellis has performed over 1,000 concerts in 25 countries, including 
Germany, Switzerland, Spain, France, Hungary and The Netherlands. She performs songs made 
famous or recorded by over 40 artists; just some of her infl uences include Dinah Washington, 
Nina Simone, Elmore James, Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole and Bessie Smith.
Sydney Ellis & Her Midnight Preachers are:
Sydney Ellis – vocals
Vernon Jones – drums
Lee Harris – bass
Michael Calhoun – guitar

Friday, February 27: Holmes Brothers
8 p.m. (Doors at 6 p.m.); $20 advance, $22 day of show
Supper Club
General Admission, All-Ages
       The Holmes Brothers -- guitarist/vocalist Wendell Holmes, bassist/songwriter/vocalist 
Sherman Holmes and drummer/vocalist and brother-in-spirit Popsy Dixon – released 
“Brotherhood” in early 2014. It is another stellar chapter in their storied and still-evolving 35-
year history, an album fi lled with hard-earned roadhouse blues, late-night doo-wop, proto rock 
‘n’ roll and soulful R&B, and closes with an amazing dose of Sunday morning spirit.
For venue and ticket information visit www.musicboxcle.com or call 216-242-1250.

2015 OHIO POLAR PLUNGE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 
NINE EVENTS TO BE HELD TO BENEFIT SPECIAL OLYMPICS OHIO 
       Special Olympics Ohio announces the lineup and site list for its 2015 Polar Plunge season. 
This popular event, held on Saturdays during January, February, and March at locations 
throughout the state, is among the largest fundraisers for Special Olympics Ohio. All money 

~Continued from Page 12
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By Pete Roche

Jeff Beck: Live in Tokyo
       We had the pleasure of catching Jeff Beck in concert a few years 
back at House of Blues Cleveland, mere days following his induction 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  The 2009 HOF ceremony—held 
right here at Cleveland’s Public Hall—was the second go-around for the 
guitarist, who was ensconced in 1992 as a member of The Yardbirds.
       That was our fi rst time seeing Beck perform live.  Needless to say, 
the British gunslinger was electrifying.  So we made a point of venturing 
out when he returned for a gig at E.J. Thomas Hall in Akron last 
October (we’ve included some photos here).  It certainly didn’t hurt that 
legendary Beach Boys bassist / composer was sharing the bill.  
Talk about your good vibrations.
Now, thanks to Eagle Rock, we can relive the excitement on home 
video.  
       No, the Akron show wasn’t fi lmed (not that we’re aware of, 
anyway).  But Jeff Beck: Live in Tokyo presents a full hundred-minute 
concert featuring the same band and same songs (and then some), albeit 
on the Tokyo Dome’s much larger stage. Directed by Chikara Tanaka 
and Joss Crowley, the multi-camera movie experience chronicles Beck’s 
April 9, 2014 gig precisely fi ve years after his induction.
       The Wallington-born Beck fi rst dropped jaws in the ‘60s when he supplanted Eric Clapton 
in The Yardbirds.  His fi rst “solo” efforts (with Jeff Beck Group)—1968’s Truth and 1969’s 
Beck-Ola—saw the guitarist jumbling genres (from blues to jazz to heavy metal) with prolifi c 

pianist Nicky Hopkins and a 
spritely singer named Rod Stewart.  
Later, Beck aligned with Vanilla 
Fudge’s Tim Bogert and Carmen 
Appice, and in the ‘70s with 
drummer Cozy Powell.  

       1975 opus Blow By Blow paved 
the way for future shredders like 
Steve Vai and Joe Satriani, whose 
own guitar-centric records set 
new standards in the 80s.  Perhaps 
the most versatile of the English 
guitar heroes of the ‘60s (like 
contemporaries Clapton and Jimmy 
Page), Jeff blazed ahead with 
seminal solo releases like Wired, 
Flash, and Guitar Shop in between 
guest appearances on albums by 
such diverse artists as Mick Jagger, 
Roger Waters, Jon Bon Jovi, Les 
Paul, and Cyndi Lauper.  Along 
the way, he notched numerous 
Grammys a couple honorary 
doctorates and fellowships, and 
the aforementioned Rock Hall 
accolades. He consistently comes 
in near the top of most trade 
periodicals’ annual “best guitarist” 
lists.

       The material on Live in Tokyo shows what all the fuss is about (as if you didn’t know).  
Now in his 70th year (like Clapton and Page), Beck still burns with the best of ‘em, plucking his 
trademark white Fender Strat sans plectrum (he stopped using picks decades ago) on twenty-
plus classic covers and audacious originals.  No pyrotechnics, laser lights, or fog machines mar 

the view; there are just the four musicians and their instruments 
rocking out on an expansive stage, a cache of cameras capturing 
their every move.
        Clad in a grey tank-top, black vest, khaki pants, and aviator 
shades, Beck greets his Japanese devotees with crunchy chords and 
searing leads as Smith (in granny glasses) thrums an electric four-
string over Joseph’s brutal beat and Meier’s complementary guitar 
line.  It’s the fi rst and only time Jeff doesn’t play his signature Strat, 
tweaking the strings of a Telecaster instead.
       Beck cooks up cool 7th chords during his elegant interpretation 
of Jimi Hendrix’s “Little Wing,” hand gliding over the frets and 
depressing the tremolo to slur his bird-like notes while Meier 
picks steady arpeggios.  The volume creases (as does the energy 
level) when the band breezes into John McLaughlin’s “You Know 
You Know” and Beck’s own “Hammerhead,” Smith popping 
and slapping her bass strings as Jeff taps his guitar neck with his 
fi ngertips.  “Angel (Footsteps)” sees the group shifting back into 
low gear, indulging an easy island rhythm for Beck’s airy, trebly, 
whale song lead melody.
       Billy Cobham’s barnstorming “Stratus” and Tony Hyman’s 
pulsating “Pump” highlight the halfway mark, as does Meier’s 
own composition “Yemin,” whereon the goateed guitarist conjures 
Turkish and Eastern strains from his Godin before swapping lead 
lines with his still-sunglassed employer.  Smith weaves a menacing 

rumble from her upright acoustic bass with a cellist’s bow, and a standing Joseph beats on his 
drums and hardware with mallets like a symphonic timpanist.    
       The group salutes Charles Mingus with an uber-bluesy “Goodbye Porkpie Hat / Brush 
With the Blues” and tip the proverbial hat to fusionist Jan Hammer on the funky, hi-hat 
powered “You Never Know.”  Tearjerker “Danny Boy” manages to hypnotize even this Far East 
audience, Beck bending his strings to evoke the traditional Irish ballad.  The tough “Blue Wind” 
and muscular Middleman entry “Led Boots” bring the crowd in on the action; the fans wail and 
“Whooo!” on cue to Jeff’s quirky guitar runs.  Benjamin Britten’s “Corpus Christi” is short but 
sweet—but Beck’s own “Big Block” (from 1989’s Guitar Shop) rocks the house.
       The grand fi nale fi nds Jeff reimagining McCartney, Muddy Waters, and Stevie Wonder on 
the cinematic Sgt. Pepper staple “A Day in the Life,” twangy, Mississippi Delta ditty “Rollin’ 
and Tumblin’,” and sultry “Cause We’ve Ended as Lovers.”  Smith steps up to the mic for 
enthusiastic encore “Why Give It Away,” melting hearts on the evening’s only vocal number 
(and a track taken from Jeff’s limited-edition Japanese EP Yosogai).   
       DVD bonus features include the fi fteen-minute “Set List Commentary” and brief “Band on 
Band” section wherein the musicians discuss the repertoire, and what each player brings to the 
songs.  
       Swiss-bred Meier is described as a “fan of fl amenco” whose fi nger-style guitar work and 
synth pedals “create more textures” in concert.  Smith says Joseph has “incredible chops and 
timing,” and brings all the elements of world music, rock, and jazz to bear upon Beck’s live 
shows.  The drummer returns the favor, calling Smith “an absolute powerhouse, as funky as 
they come.”
“She’s all that and a bag of chips!” laughs Joseph.
        As for the star?  Smith insists “it’s not all about technique or practice” with Beck so much 
as individuality and spontaneity.  
“He rarely plays the same thing twice,” notes the bassist. 
        Live in Tokyo isn’t Beck’s fi rst concert fi lm (or even his fi rst Japanese concert fi lm)—
but it just may be the best, boasting stellar performances of killer music from throughout the 
guitarist’s illustrious fi fty-year career.

Arigato, Jeff!
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LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat. Dec. 20
Old Mill Winery

Customer Appreciation Night
7 - 11

New Year’s Eve
Ashtabula
Eagles

Tickets are $10 each.
Call 440-992-9371 for more info.

By Pete RocheBy Pete RocheB

Michael Stanley: The Solo Years 1995-2014
It’s your world.  Haven’t you been paying attention to Michael Stanley these last twenty years?
Time to play catch-up with the Silk songsmith.  
        Now available from Line Level Music, Michael Stanley: The Solo Years 1995-2014 is a 
three-disc compendium collecting the very best—certainly the most interesting—of the Chagrin 
singer’s latter-day solo output in one comprehensive volume.
Lose your way after The Ground? Go off-course after American Road? Miss out on Shadowland?  
Now’s your chance to get up-to-speed with the bearded bard.
       The Michael Stanley Band seemed poised for stardom in the early 1980s, having cultivated 
a rabid Northeast Ohio fan base with its rowdy concerts and no-frills, roots-rock albums like 
Cabin Fever (1978), Heartland (1980), and North Coast (1981).  They broke attendance records 
at Richfi eld Coliseum in July 1979, and their run of sellout shows at Blossom Music Center in 
August 1982 remains the stuff of local legend—a Herculean stunt for the history books, courtesy 
a few musical miscreants from the old neighborhood.
       MSB became poster boys for Ohio blue-collar rock and roll on the strength of such hits as 
“Lover,” “Working Again,” “He Can’t Love You,” and “In Between the Lines,” and even shot a couple promotional videos for a fl edgling music-
centric cable channel called MTV. Their songwriting was sublime, their melodies and hooks strong, and their in-concert energy infectious, but the 
magic never translated to audiences outside the Midwest.  Instead of serving as a breakthrough hit, 1983 anthem “My Town” became something 
of a swansong:  The boys went their separate ways in early 1987 following a string of “farewell” shows at The Front Row Theater.
       But band namesake Michael Stanley didn’t dart out of Dodge for better prospects; settled in Chagrin Falls in 1990, co-hosted PM Magazine 
with Jan Jones on WJW-TV, and became the afternoon drive-time D.J. for Cleveland’s Classic Rock 98.5 FM / WNCX. He’s been “comin’ at ya” 
ever since.
       But the music bug kept biting the restless “Rosewood Bitters” ruminator; Stanley wasn’t content spinning other peoples’ singles without 
plying his own craft.  Enlisting former bandmates and sundry all-stars from several notable Cleveland acts, he reemerged with Michael Stanley 
& Friends and began playing out again in the early ‘90s.  “Friends” eventually transformed into The Resonators, which in turn spawned offshoot 
group Midlife Chryslers (a smaller unit geared for pubs instead of the usual concert halls and amphitheaters).  Stanley’s holiday shows have 
become an annual tradition for MSB enthusiasts, and he still packs outdoor venues like Tower City and Cain Park with the occasional warm-
weather gig.     
       Stanley also resumed writing.  Prompted into penning new material by a heart attack in his late 40s, he realigned with producer pal Bill 
Szymcyzyk (James Gang, The Eagles) for his fi rst solo album in twenty-three years, the aptly-titled Coming Up for Air.  1998’s Live at Tangiers 
captured Stanley at his acoustic best.  Eighteen Down, Just Another Night, and The Hang only furthered his legacy.   
       Rather than become bookend to an already stellar songwriting career, the all-star Stanley tribute concert held at Cleveland’s Performing Arts 
Center (Masonic Auditorium) early last month was just another feather in the cap for Northeast Ohio’s indefatigable raconteur troubadour, who 
ultimately rocked out onstage with his friends when he could’ve just kicked back the entire roast.  
        Stanley’s already sold out the fi rst of two upcoming shows at Hard Rock Rocksino at Northfi eld Park (December 19).  Tickets to the just-
added second night (December 21) are still available (link below).  Donnie Iris—the “Ah, Leah!” singer who supported MSB at Blossom all those 
years ago—opens both shows. 
       Consider cueing up the anthology as homework for Stanley’s latest homecoming.  Divided into three discs—“Rousers,” “Weepies,” and 
“Crispy’s Critters”—the compilation draws at least two tracks from each of the twelve albums Stanley issued over the last two decades.  
The fi fteen-track “Rousers” pairs piano-propelled valentines like Shadowland’s “My Brand New Day” and “I Am You” alongside Soft Addictions 
shit-kickers “Didn’t We Burn” and “Drinkin’ in the Driveway.”  Stanley channels The Velvet Underground with his cover of Lou Reed’s “Sweet 
Jane,” seamlessly working in Jim Pepper’s “Wichi Tai To” as a new refrain.  He reminisces on the bittersweet “Times We Had,” recounts the 
affairs of old on “Lover’s Lane,” celebrates friends and family on fricasseed, live-for-the-moment rocker “The Hang,” and does a cost / benefi t 
analysis of being an repentant professional musician on “The Job.”   
        Fourteen “Weepies” comprise Geodisc two, starting with the sympathetic, acoustic guitar-driven “My Side of The Moment” and synth-laden 
“Talking in Tongues.”  The church organ-drenched “You Just Never Know” considers life’s myriad possibilities, while “Any Other Fool,” and 
“Fait Accompli” bemoan past mistakes and chances lost.  Stanley makes the Bee Gee’s elegant “To Love Somebody” his own, and gives Patty 
Griffi n’s “When It Don’t Come Easy” a serious, respectful treatment.
       Edited by longtime producer Bill “Crispy” Szymczyk (Stanley’s in-studio handle is “Loopy”), disc three eschews “conventional candidates” 
for overlooked gems, intriguing reinterpretations, and otherwise “weird”—or noteworthy—songs.  “Coming Up for Air” chronicles Stanley’s 
cardiac arrest.  “Eleanor Rigby” revisits the Lennon / McCartney Revolver classic—sans George Martin’s manic strings—and “Eyeball Kid” tips 
the hat to Tom Waits.  Previously unreleased original “Money Shot” and Emmylou Harris anthem “Raise the Dead” round out the survey.  
Throughout, Stanley brings a poet’s sensibility and inveterate pub singer’s street smarts to the material:  His lyrics (and music) read not unlike a 
cross between the muscle-shirted storytelling of Bruce Springsteen and John Cougar Mellencamp and introspective heart-song of Jackson Browne 
and Andrew Gold.  We also hear a lot of Tom Petty running through the mixes.  Stanley turns midlife crises into thoughtful verses, infectious 
choruses, and boot-stomping boogies with a skill that speaks not only to his forty-fi ve plus years in the game, but to his ear for melody and 
understanding of the deepest fears and desires of the working class everyman (and woman). 
       Liner notes by Stanley and Szymczyk are accompanied by Joe Kleon’s eye-popping concert photos (the Posh Portrait cover sleeve image 
comes courtesy Sarah Kraus), and the text assigns full credit to Stanley’s cadre of crack musicians and backup singers:  Tommy Dobeck (drums); 
Bob Pelander (piano, organ); Michael Gismondi and Eroc Sosinski (bass); Jennifer Lee and Don Dixon (vocals); Danny Powers, Marc Lee 
Shannon, Bobby Latina, and John Vorobel (lead guitars); Rodney Psyka (percussion); Paul Christensen (sax); Al Moss (pedal steel); and Ed Caner 
(strings).   Producers Bob Clearmountain, Eddie Kramer, and Robert “Mutt” Lange are thanked—along with MSB conspirators Jonah Koslen and 
Kevin Raleigh.         
Michael Stanley & The Resonators (with Donnie Iris & The Cruisers).  Sunday, December 21, 2014 at Hard Rock Rocksino Northfi eld Park 
(10777 Northfi eld Road, Northfi eld OH 44067).  Show at 8:00pm.  Tickets $47.50 to $59.50 on sale now. 
Purchase Michael Stanley: The Solo Years 1995-2014 on iTunes, via www.linelevelmusic, or at Amazon (currently only $20.99).
www.michaelstanley.com
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jewelsdancehall

Wednesday
Line Dance

Lessons with
Dee 7pm

Thursday
Karaoke $ 50¢ Wings
Free Pool (over 21)

Queen of 
Hearts Drawing

Live Music Fri. & Sat. 9:30-1:30

"The Most Fun You Can Have with Your Boots On"

Hours:
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New Year’s Eve tickets on sale now!

www.jewelsdancehallandsaloon.com

Snowmobilers
Welcome!!

Door Prizes, Champagne Toast,
Breakfast & Wyld Ryde!

Dec. 12 &13 American Ride
Dec. 19 Redneck Inc.
Dec. 20 Next of Kin
Dec. 26 & 27 TrainWreck

Chesney releases “Blue Chair Bay” Xmas video
     Kenny Chesney released a video for his new holiday song, “Christmas in Blue Chair Bay,” 
December 1st at country radio and on Vevo.
     Chesney culled from home movies 
of old friends from the islands for the 
song. “Everybody says stuff like that, 
but it’s harder to do well than you’d 
think,” Chesney said. “Thankfully, the 
people around me understood I wanted 
something people could make their 
own...the way the clip for ‘Christmas 
In Blue Chair Bay’ really is a lot of 
my old friends back when. The more 
I thought about it, the more I wanted 
to create an online Christmas card...
something they could send their 
friends, personalize with a message and different pictures.”
     Fans can also christmas.kennychesney.com - via Facebook or email - a chance to win a 
Christmas present from Chesney by submitting their own customized Blue Chair Bay postcard. 
One Grand Prize winner will win a fl yaway for two to the Bahamas as well as an exclusive Blue 
Chair Bay prize pack.
     “We all have those special places we like to go to get away with our friends or our family,” 
Chesney said. “It doesn’t have to be the beach or the water...It could be a mountaintop or the 
desert. But somewhere you and yours go to get away from it all, and this video shows how that 
looks for me...And in the spirit of the season, I thought we could do a contest to send someone 
to my idea of paradise.”
     “I didn’t set out to write a Christmas song. I was getting ready for a writing session, and we 
got talking about a lot of my trips to the islands. So many of them were around the holidays, 
people I know, adventures we’ve had and the way you can just savor a day when you don’t have 
anywhere you have to be.”
    Chesney is prepping for The Big Revival Tour, which includes 18 major stadiums, starting 
March 26 in Nashville.

Brooks heads to Steel City
      The roll out of the Garth Brooks World Tour continued today with the announcement that he 
is heading to Pittsburgh in the new year.
      Brooks will play the Consol Energy Center on Feb. 5 and 7. He has scheduled one show on 
Feb. 5 at 7:30 p.m. and two on Feb. 7, at 6:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Trisha Yearwood will sing as 
well at the shows.
      Brooks, who launched his tour in Chicago in September, released the disc “Man Against 
Machine.” The title track was the fi rst single with “Mom” the new single.

McGraw rides “Shotgun” to the top
      Tim McGraw shot to the top of the Billboard Hot Country Songs chart for the week ending 
Dec. 13 with “Shotgun Rider.” McGraw displaced Carrie Underwood’s “Something in the 
Water,” which fell to second. Garth Brooks was fi rst on the Top Country Albums chart with 
“Man Against Machine.”
     Keith Urban stayed third with “Somewhere in My Car.” Maddie & Tea were in fourth with 
“Girl in a Country Song,” one ahead of Sam Hunt’s “Leave the Night On.” Florida Georgia 
Line made it to eighth with “Sun Daze,” up four. Eric Church made it into the top 10 with 
“Talladega” at 9, up 2.
     Lee Brice’s “Drinking Class” was 12th, up 4. Kenny Chesney stood at 14, up 3, with “Til 
It’s Gone.” Newcomer Craig Wayne Boyd debuted at 15 with “I Walk the Line.” Luke Bryan 
jumped from 27 to 19 with “I See You.” Randy Houser broke into the top 25 with “Like a Visit us at www.visitconneautohio.com

440-593-2402

Please join us for an extended vacation or just spend a
weekend in the northeastern most portion of the state! 

CHILDREN OF ALL AGES WELCOME! TREATS and 
SPECIAL TOKEN FOR EVERY CHILD. Be sure to bring your camera!

See the wonderful Holiday Greeting Cards displayed in the park, 
visit with Santa and enjoy a horse-drawn carriage ride in a Central Park carriage.
Enjoy this holiday event with friends & family!

Lakeview Park • 340 Erie Street
Conneaut, Ohio 44030

Saturdays 
December 13 & December 20
4:30 PM to 7:00 PM

Santa is Coming to Conneaut!!
Sponsored by the Conneaut Board of Tourism
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Cowboy,” at 24, up 2.
     Jason Aldean was second on the albums chart with “Old Boots, New Dirt.” Darius Rucker 
was third with “Home for the Holidays,” Hunt fourth with “Montevallo” and Miranda Lambert 
fi fth with “Platinum.” Lady Antebellum jumped from 14 to 6 with “747.”
     Brantley Gilbert jumped from 20 to 7 with “Just As I Am.” Cole Swindell’s self-titled debut 
also was up 13, to 13. Brad Paisley was up 12 to 18 with “Moonshine in the Trunk.” “Nashville 
Christmas” from the TV show “Nashville” debuted at 21. Dierks Bentley went from 28 to 23 
with “Riser.” Rascal Flatts stood at 25 with “Rewind,” up 14.
     On the Bluegrass Albums chart, Bela Fleck & Abigail Washburn were fi rst again with their 
self-titled disc. “When I’m Free” from Hot Rize stayed second. Alan Jackson was third with 
“The Bluegrass Album.” “Bluegrass Gospel,” a compilation album, was fourth with Nickel 
Creek fi fth with “A Dotted Line.”
      On the overall top 200, Brooks was 11th, Aldean 23rd, Hunt 26th, Rucker 30th and Florida 
Georgia Line 31st. The country chart is based on sales, while the Billboard 200 is “ranked by 
album sales, audio on-demand streaming activity and digital sales of tracks from albums.” That 
presumably accounts for why the charts are different.

Nelson sibs team up
     Willie Nelson may have played with his sister Bobbie 
for decades, but December 2nd marked the fi rst time the 
two had specifi cally released an album together. Billed 
as Willie Nelson and Sister Bobbie, the two released 
“December Day Willies Stash Vol. 1.” The release 
includes some new Willie originals, reworkings of a few 
of his older songs and some covers, including the lead-off 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band.” Bobbie’s piano is featured 
prominently on a multitude of cuts. Buddy Cannon 
produced the 18-song disc.

Long-time producer, label exe, songwriter, 
Bob Montgomery, dies
     Bob Montgomery, a songwriter, record producer, music publisher and Nashville label 
executive, died Thursday afternoon at 77.
     Montgomery, who suffered from Parkinson’s Disease, wrote “Misty Blue” and “Love’s Made 
a Fool of You.” He also helped the careers of Vern Gosdin, Janie Frickie and Joe Diffi e.
The Texas native was the publisher Charlie Rich’s “Behind Closed Doors” and “The Wind 
Beneath My Wings.”
     Montgomery was born in May 12, 1937 Lampasas, Texas. He wrote songs with and was 
best friends with Buddy Holly in school. The two performed as Buddy and Bob, starting with 
bluegrass and later rockabilly. The two had a weekly Sunday radio show on radio station KDAV.
He co-wrote some of Holly’s songs, such as “Heartbeat,” “Wishing” and “Love’s Made a Fool of 
You” and “Misty Blue. He also wrote “Back in Baby’s Arms” for Patsy Cline.
     Montgomery later worked as a recording engineer in the Clovis, N.M. studio of Norman 
Petty. He worked with artists including Holly, Waylon Jennings and Roy Orbison.
     Montgomery moved to Nashville in 1959 and became a staff songwriter for Acuff-Rose. The 
Everly Brothers, Jim Reeves and Bob Luman were among the artists covering his songs.
     Montgomery formed Talmont Music, his own publishing company, in 1963. He enjoyed 
success with his own “Back in Baby’s Arms,” fi rst sung by Patsy Cline and “Misty Blue,” 
recorded by singers including Wilma Burgess, Eddy Arnold and Billie Joe Spears.
     Montgomery sold Talmont in 1957 and soon became the head of the country division of 
United Artists Records. He worked with Del Reeves and Johnny Darrell, while also producing 
Bobby Goldsboro’s biggest hit, “Honey.” Montgomery and Goldsboro later formed their own 
publishing company, House of Gold. John Conlee’s “Rose Colored Glasses” and Alabama’s 
“Love in the First Degree” were among the songs published by House of Gold.
     Montgomery produced records by artists including B.J. Thomas, Waylon Jennings, Shelby 
Lynne and Merle Haggard.
     With his wife, he formed yet another publishing company, which had such songs as Tim 
McGraw’s “Down on the Farm.” After living in Australia for seven years, Montgomery returned 
to Nashville last year. Survivors include his wife, a son, Kevin, a songwriter, and two daughters 
Echo Annett Garrett and Dee Dee Dawn Cooley.
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By Pete Roche

Gentle Giant: Live at the Bicentennial 1776-1976
     Quirky English quintet Gentle Giant shot off a few musical fi reworks on the eve of the 200th 
anniversary of America’s independence.
     The July 3rd gig at the Calderone Theater in Hempstead, New York was recorded for 
broadcast on local radio (WLIR)—and surreptitiously made the rounds in tape trading circles 
over incipient decades, along with other shows by the now-disbanded fi ve-piece.
     But now the patriotic performance is receiving an offi cial release from the band’s own 
Alucard label.  Gentle Giant members acquired a re-mastered copy from Rich Hilton 
and—notwithstanding a couple minor disparities in the mix—felt it was suitable for public 
consumption. 
     Accordingly, Gentle Giant: Live at the Bicentennial 1776-1976 showcases the nimble rockers 
at their “unedited, uninhibited, and unrepentant” best.  It’s the group’s fi rst bona fi de “live” 
album in years (arriving eons after 1977’s Playing the Fool) and is of markedly superior quality 
to any prior bootleg of said concert.         
    The signifi cance of the occasion wasn’t lost on bandleader / vocalist Derek Shulman.
“Good evening, Long Island!” greets the burly, bearded singer on disc one of the 2-CD set. 
“It’s a monumental evening for the U.S.A., having kicked Britain out of Boston and dumped all 
that tea into the harbor.”
“Tonight, we’re going to make peace!”
     Not that Shulman and company had anything to reconcile with this American audience, who 
can be heard screaming for “Giant!” well before the fi ve-piece takes the stage. 
     Indeed, Gentle Giant were (and remain) something of a cult band even in their ‘70s heyday.  
They never scored a chart hit (unlike their progressive peers in Yes, Genesis, and ELP) but 
were beloved for their prodigious instrumental chops, vocal acrobatics, and fascinating short 
and long-form arrangements—which drew from Baroque and chamber music as much as 
the classical and Romantic sounds absorbed and regurgitated by their contemporaries.  Each 
member was adept at multiple instruments (guitar, keys, recorder, vibes, etc.), and could often 
be heard playing more than one of them in the course of a single tune. 
     Gentle Giant was complex even by prog’s lofty standards, and the virtuosity of its lineup 
rivaled—if not surpassed—that of the musical gunslingers in other audacious bands.    
Morphing from Simon Dupree & The Big Sound, the ensemble initially consisted of brothers 
Derek, Ray, and Phil Shulman, along with keyboardist / cellist Kerry Minnear and guitarist Gary 
Green.  Saxophonist Phil fl ew the coup after three albums (Gentle Giant, Acquiring the Taste, 
and Three Friends), leaving his siblings to soldier on with Minnear, Green, and ex-Wild Turkey 
drummer John “Pugwash” Weathers. 
     The band peaked with the challenging (but deliriously entertaining) Octopus and Free Hand, 
but still couldn’t crack the mainstream.  Even when they modifi ed their sound, squelching their 
more mischievous impulses in favor of shorter, more accessible songs on The Missing Piece and 
Giant for a Day, the commercial glories of Pink Floyd and ELO eluded them.  1980 swansong 
Civilian contained some nifty moments—opening salvo “Convenience” echoes the synthed-up 
cyberpunk of “Machine Messiah” from Yes’ Drama (also released that year), and power ballad 
“All Through the Night” juxtaposes Gary’s jagged guitars with Derek’s weary workingman 
lyrics—but the Shulmans put the Giant to bed before MTV even hit the airwaves. 
     The musicians pursued other interests in the ‘80s and ‘90s:   Kerry turned to teaching.  Gary 
joined The Mother Tongue and guested on albums by Eddie Jobson (Jethro Tull, UK) and 
Billy Sherwood (Yes, Conspiracy).  John became a birdwatcher.  Ray produced other bands 
(Sugarcubes) and wrote music for video games.  Derek found great success as an A&R exec 
with PolyGram, where he signed pop-metal acts Bon Jovi and Cinderella.  Shulman similarly 
“discovered” Pantera and Dream Theater while president at ATCO Records, and later—with 
Roadrunner—he kick-started the careers of Nickelback and Slipknot.
     A bulk of the Gentle Giant catalog (including 1973’s In a Glass House) received a makeover 
for Derek’s DDT imprint in the mid-2000s.  A pair of video releases—Giant on the Box and 
Sight & Sound—collected rare concert and video footage for afi cionados who weren’t old 
enough to have witnessed the group in person.  Most recently, fan-favorite LP The Power & The 
Glory was subjected to a modern remix by Porcupine Tree’s Steven Wilson (who supervised 
similar remixes of Yes’ Close to The Edge and Relayer).      
     The Power & The Glory gets plenty of attention here:  Goofy, galloping opener “Intro / Just 
the Same” employs fi ngers-snaps, whirling keys, and snarling bass in its indictment of musical 
fame (predating Styx’s “Grand Illusion” by two years), then the guys render a mellifl uous P & 
G medley of that album’s fi rst and last tracks, “Proclamation” and “Valedictory.”  Later, they 
indulge “percussion insanity” with “So Sincere,” which—per Derek’s prefatory jest—borrows 
from the drum lexicons of both Gene Krupa (big band / jazz) and Cozy Powell (hard rock).
     The fi ve-part vocal harmonies of “On Refl ection” still raise our neck-hairs (particularly 
during the “tiding your way” and “watching signs” lines), and the multi-suited selection still 
provides a terrifi c example of how well Giant comingled medieval merriment and Renaissance 
Faire fi nesse with acoustic guitar-powered pastorals and folk:  One hears the mixture of violins, 
recorders, and vibes and almost can’t help but imagine Robin Hood striding out of Sherwood 
Forest with Maid Marion at his side.      

     Slashing electric guitar, 
bubbly Clavinet, and 
stomping beats shape the 
title track of the group’s 
then-new album, In’terview.  
Broken glass and incidental 
noises prelude the Glass 
House mashup of “The 
Runaway / Experience,” 
which climaxes with a 
duel between Ray’s raging 
bass and Gary’s crackling, 
fuzz-wah guitar.  “Excerpts 

from Octopus” sees the band marching through that album’s most complicated cuts (“Boys in 
The Band,” “Knots,” “Advent of Panurge”) with a literal laugh (and coin-drop Doppler effect), 
round-robin vocals (“All in each man…”), Kerry’s glissando keys, J.P.’s frantic meters, and 
Gary and Ray’s jaw-dropping, fl eet-fi ngered steel-string guitar expo.
      Following band introductions by Derek, Giant returns with taxman indictment “Give It 
Back” and “Timing,” whereon Ray coaxes the audience into a call-and-response game of tag 
with his wah-soaked violin (before quoting “Three Blind Mice” with Gary and co.).  The title 
track from 1975’s Free Hand proves a dynamic denouement, what with Derek’s angry vocal, 
Ray’s serpentine bass, Gary’s serrated guitar, and Kerry’s busy piano parts.
     If the double-disc set has any drawback, it’s that the concert culminates there:  It is common 
knowledge that the July 3rd show featured several encores (including “Peel the Paint,” “I Lost 
My Head,” and—at midnight—a “Happy Birthday” bicentennial sing-along), none of which 
appear here.  The omission of these extras is acknowledged in the notes, and only renders the 
main recording that much more precious; we’re content to leave those would-be bonus tracks to 
time, like gifts exclusive to those present for Gentle Giant’s star-spangled spectacle.
     DDT never followed up with plans to release an On Refl ection: Anthology in 2006, so 
Playing the Fool and Bicentennial remain the designated destinations for fans and uninitiated 
alike to fi nd satisfying surveys of Giant’s latter-day best (Edge of Twilight collects their earlier 
works).    

By Pete RocheB

Gentle Giant Live at the Bicentennial 1776 1976
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By Pete Roche

Steve Hackett’s Genesis Extended Tour 
mesmerizes Rocksino crowd
       Steve Hackett mentioned during our interview last issue that he and his former Genesis band 
mates drew from infl uences as diverse as vaudeville, pantomime, jazz (Buddy Rich) and musicals 
(Disney’s Mary Poppins) when cobbling together the more ambitious pieces on now-classic 
albums like Nursery Cryme and A Trick of the Tail.
       Those myriad styles were manifest onstage at Hard Rock Rocksino Dec 3rd, when Hackett 
fox-trotted his able-bodied entourage through his old band’s repertoire on the Genesis Extended 
tour.  
       The virtuoso guitarist decided to double-back for a jaunt along the East Coast after the 
current show received overwhelmingly (if not surprisingly) positive response overseas.  
       We understand that tastes are fi ckle; trends come and go, and that the “sands of time are 
eroded by the river of constant change.”  Accordingly, Genesis transformed for the New Wave 
‘80s following Hackett’s departure, ditching pastorals and Baroque-infl uenced madrigals in favor 
of drum machine and synth-driven pop and sentimental (if sleek) balladry.  
       Perhaps demand for the old stuff—these heady, engaging, melodic works unfairly derided 
by some critics as “pretentious” and lumped under the too-vague “progressive” label—is riding 
high again because no other living Genesis alumnus has committed to the catalog, diving deeply into yesterday’s musical ponds.  Phil Collins 
dusted off his “Los Endos” drum solo during concerts in the ‘80s, but that’s about it.  Peter Gabriel doesn’t touch it anymore.  Mike Rutherford’s 
Mechanics will sample a few Genesis hits on their upcoming tour—but we’re guessing they’ll hail from the post-Steve era.  
       But Hackett—who was inducted into The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame with Genesis in 2010—has made a point to incorporate these gems into 
his solo act for almost as long as he’s been out of the band (nearly forty years).  If not for his decision to excavate his magnifi cent ‘70s oeuvre—as 

re-imagined on Genesis Revisited I & II and Live at Royal Albert Hall CDs—we’d have to rely 
on our local cover band for live performances of “Ripples” and “Afterglow.”   
This way, the renditions are authentic.  Not to mention astounding.  

       Wednesday’s show in 
Northfi eld was no exception.  
It was the real deal.  Vintage 
Genesis played by an original 
composer.
The “blazing hot, molten” 
evening started fl owing with 
“Dance on a Volcano,” as 
Hackett emerged from the 
darkness and assumed his 
place onstage (front and 
center), accompanied by 
drummer Gary O’Toole 
(Chrissie Hynde, Kylie 
Minogue), bassist Nick Beggs 

(Howard Jones, Kim Wilde), keyboardist Roger King (Gary Moore), reeds / woodwind wizard 
Rob Townsend, and vocalist Nad Sylvan (Agents of Mercy). 
       “Here’s another one about dancing that you can’t actually dance to,” joked Hackett, 
greeting the enthused Rocksino audience before “Dancing With the Moonlit Knight.”  
Clad in all black (save his Jedi boots and pine-colored stole), the guitarist proceeded to 
work over his gold-tinted Fernandes, picking and hammering the strings with his fi ngers 
and dialing up his enviable sustain, his tone crystalline yet full-bodied and organic. Two 
symmetrical Marshall cabinets and heads translated Hackett’s signal, standing guard behind 
him like sentries, and we’re guessing some of the effects pedals at Steve’s feet allowed him 
to manipulate his notes to more accurately recreate the sounds he produced on vinyl in his 
twenties.
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       Unlike Old King Cole, Hackett didn’t 
have “his fi ddlers three.”  But given the 
surplus of talent in his 2014-15 touring 
ensemble, he didn’t need a string player.
       Veteran keyboard ace King twinkled 
away on a riser overlooking Hackett’s 
right shoulder.  Surrounded by an arsenal 
of Alesis and Novation boards, the session 
guru replicated Tony Banks’ piano and organ 
pastiches—but also injected a bit of his 
own personality and soul.  From violins to 
harp and blustery orchestral brass, King’s 
machines knitted a tapestry of textures that 
augmented Genesis’ cerebral stories and 
fractured fairy tales.  O’ Toole—a bona fi de 
professor of percussion—maintained the 
meters and guided the grooves on a drum riser 
opposite King, collating cadences on “The 
Musical Box” and “Firth of Fifth.” 
       Townsend played the occasional 
keyboard to Hackett’s right—but the ex-
Bill Bruford sideman primarily stuck to 
saxophone and fl ute, sometimes dabbling 
on more than one instrument in the course 
of a single tune, as on Selling England by 
the Pound throwback “I Know What I Like (In Your Wardrobe).”  Parked in front of O’Toole, 
longtime Hackett bassist Beggs nailed nimble rhythms, spending most of the set with an 
intimidating-looking Manson double-neck bass / guitar hybrid.  
       Positioned near Townsend (and beneath King), Sylvan gave voice to Gabriel’s lyrics in a 
manner that captured—and projected—the essence of the songs, paying homage to the Genesis 
front man rather than merely emulating him.  The Unifaun singer ported dapper vests and open 
cuffs, and wore dramatic makeup that was accentuated by the tasteful lighting.  The Swede 
soared on “Lilywhite Lillith” and “The Knife,” imbuing just the right amount of Broadway 
theatricality into the words without overdoing his deliveries.    
       The band climaxed with Foxtrot favorites “Supper’s Ready” and “Watcher of the Skies,” 
drawing the crowd further into the adventuresome musical survey.  They returned for encore 
“Los Endos,” with resident “supersonic scientist” Hackett transcending space-time with alluring 
arpeggios, searing leads, and carefully-controlled guitar feedback while O’Toole exorcised a 
few drum demons.  If a lyric called for certain sounds (like a “siren’s cry”), Steve was able to 
simulate them by bending his strings and tweaking his tremolo bar.  
       A pair of video screens fl anking the stage ensured that even the folks seated in back could 
see what Hackett and friends were doing.  The sound mix was impeccable.  The show ran a tad 
shorter than anticipated, but the ticket-holding “citizens of hope and glory” were sent home 
sated, mesmerized by group’s colorful measures and acrobatic musicianship.  
       No time for any solo Steve material; this was a night of pure Genesis.  It was a fantastical 
pre-holiday voyage “over the garden wall.”  Here’s hoping Hackett comes back soon.
       That said, we recommend checking out Hackett’s last two solo albums, Out of the Tunnel’s 
Mouth and Beyond the Shrouded Horizon—or his “Squackett” collaboration with Yes bassist 
Chris Squire, Life in a Day.  The recent Genesis compilation R-Kive features both band tracks 
and pieces by individual members, including Steve’s own “Ace of Wands,” “Every Day,” and 
“Nomads.” 

Hackett’s next solo album is due in 2015.
www.hackettsongs.com 
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By Sage Satori
       There are times when most of us question what happens when our spirit 
energy can no longer use the body we’ve inhabited while living on planet 
earth. This is especially true when a loved one passes on and the question 
become very personal and tugs at our hearts. James Van Praagh has helped 
many over the years through his books and television appearances, but with 
his latest book, Adventures of the Soul, he takes understanding of spiritual 
dimensions to another level. The book is as intriguing and thought provoking 
as it is comforting.
This book will further assist you in understanding and recognizing various 
soul lessons you came back to Earth to learn, such as sorrow, forgiveness, 
grief, love, and joy. By utilizing this knowledge, you will come to identify 
your soul’s intricacies and start to live a life that truly fulfi lls your soul’s 
destiny: following the path to love. This is one journey that will force you to 
look at life and death in a completely different light! 

James Van Praagh 
       James Van Praagh is considered a spiritual pioneer and one of the 
world’s most celebrated and respected spiritual teachers working today. He 
has brought a mind-full awareness to the subject of “communication with 
the dead” into the public psyche for the past thirty years. Mr. Van Praagh is 
known as a “survival evidence medium,” meaning that he provides evidential 
proof of life after death via detailed messages from the spiritual realms. His 
work has brought spiritual insights to millions with his numerous guest appearances on such 
shows as Oprah, Dr. Phil, Larry King Live, 20/20, The View, The Today Show, Chelsea Lately, 
Beyond Belief, Biography, Coast to Coast, 48 Hours, and a multitude of others. He is also the 
number one New York Times best-selling author of Talking To Heaven, Reaching To Heaven, 
Healing Grief, Heaven and Earth, Looking Beyond, Meditations, Ghosts Among Us, Unfi nished 
Business, How to Heal a Grieving Heart and his soon to be released Adventures of the Soul. 

        In 2002 he hosted his own television show, Beyond with James 
Van Praagh and went on to produce one of the most watched mini-
series in CBS network history; Living with the Dead, starring Ted 
Danson, portraying James in a biography of his life. He also developed 
and produced The Dead Will Tell, starring Eva Longoria as well as the 
hugely successful Friday night series, Ghost Whisperer starring Jennifer 
Love Hewitt. Weekly he can also be heard around the world on his 
weekly radio show Talking To Spirit, on the Hay House Radio Network. 
Mixing his compassion and sense of humor together with his skilled 
teaching abilities, James is sought out by students around the world for 
his tutelage. He has been a faculty fi xture for the past fourteen years at 
the prestigious Omega Institute for Wellness in Rhinebeck, New York. 
He also travels around the world leading conferences and workshops on 
self-development and intuition. He is also a regular contributor to the 
Huffi ngton Post. 
       During his career, his reputation and profession have seen him work 
with International Heads of State, religious world leaders and known 
entertainment celebrities such as Cher, Goldie Hawn, Shirley Maclaine, 
Ellen DeGeneres, Joan Rivers, Katie Couric, Loretta Lynn, Chelsea 
Handler, and many more. He is famous for bringing through evidential 
details from many famous deceased personalities like Marilyn Monroe, 
Slim Pickins, Rock Hudson, Frank Sinatra, Roy Orbison, Lucille 

Ball, Andrew Carnegie, Liberace, Princess Diana, Michael Jackson, Johnny Carson, Ghandi, 
Edgar Cayce, Benjamin Franklin and even Abraham Lincoln. This proves the standard and the 
versatility of his abilities. 
       The following is an excerpt from Adventures of the Soul: Journeys Through the Physical 
and Spiritual Dimensions by James Van Praagh. It is published by Hay House (September 8, 
2014) and is available at all bookstores and online at www.hayhouse.com 

Religion vs. Spirituality 
       Many people ask me about the difference between being religious and being spiritual. I 
think that difference is signifi cant. Religion is a man-made, organized belief system consisting of 
various creeds, teachings, rituals, and documents and usually (but not always) revolves around 
a deity of some kind. If people follow a specifi c belief system, it is their conviction that this is 
how they will receive a greater position on the other side. 
       In contrast, spirituality is the very personal search to fi nd the greater meaning in life 
and one’s existence in this world. It doesn’t have to involve rituals or written words and may 
encompass having a love for a Divine source, or God, and learning to use this all-encompassing 
energy in every situation. In being spiritual, you have a respect and love for self and an 
understanding of your connection to others. 
       There are many paths to reach the place where you treat yourself and others with kindness 
and feel at peace. I know many self-identifi ed atheists who are kinder people than some 
“spiritual” or religious people, and vice versa. It’s all about constructing a belief system that 
works for you, makes you the best person you can possibly be, and encourages you to treat 
others with honor. There is not one correct way. I often say that all religions have bits of the 
truth, but no one religion has all of the truth. If the holy texts of the world’s religions are not 
viewed through the lens of love and acceptance, I think it does the authors a great disservice. 
       The one element of religion I don’t like (and this is a general statement) is that some people 
believe that their way is the only way. Unfortunately, many of the world’s wars are based upon a 
sense that a certain belief system is the only true word of God. It sets up a sense of “us against 
them.” 
       Where religion talks a lot about God, the idea of spirituality is to practice the higher ideals 
that we associate with God in our daily life. Spirituality is a very personal journey, but the 
destination is always the same: love. The mass exodus from organized religion in the past few 
decades points to the desire people have to ask questions instead of being told answers, to doubt 
dogma without risk of condemnation, and to feel free to be themselves without judgment. 
Our planet furnishes Spirit with such a diverse mix of human stories that it’s a shame some 
people want everyone to be just like them. The human desire to judge is strong, but if we all 
understood that each of us has our own unique path, wouldn’t Earth be a much better place?
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By Joel A. Ayapana
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By B Joel A. Ayapana

Quetzalcoatl: The Rediscovery of Christ 
Consciousness Part 2 of 2
     As of the present, the Catholic Bible holds seventy-three books and Four Gospels. But, 
historically, there are literally hundreds and upon hundreds of Gospels for which have been 
intentionally excluded from the Holy Text. The Current Holy Manuscript was created, according 
to legend in 325 AD, after Constantine the Great had called in to gather “The Council of 
Nicaea.” Essentially, from amongst the many of whom had observed such revealing wisdom, 
from after the closing of one’s eyes, and in the opening of one’s heart, truth can be ultimately 
seen with clarity.  
     On the surface and stemming from the traditional sense, the content matter found within 
this book just doesn’t possess even the slightest intonation of anything Christian at all. But 
within that statement alone, one can then say that those, of the unawakened, are holistically 
misinterpreting its connotation and in focusing more upon the mere superfi ciality of this 
channeled work far from its intended and deepened meaning. They are then, more or less, 
observing the creativity of this work from that of a far more limiting level of understanding 
- a misguided comprehension. This misnomer of comprehension is based upon the societal 
conditioning of what being “Christian” should be based upon according to the vast limitations 
of societal constraint. Legitimately and authentically speaking, such illusive teachings, from 
what was “learned” and taught to us by the “manipulation of” and in the “withholding of” 
Consciousness from that of ultimate TRUTH, were intentionally manifested to keeping the 
masses at bay from the purity of our truest origins in faith and in Humanity.
     Truthfully, anything that is written can often be modifi ed and changed - diverted and 
misinterpreted from its ultimate and pure meaning. Essentially, “The Holy Bible” cannot be 
composed of just merely One Book, it is honestly composed of Volumes of Books. And where 
can such Volumes be found and rediscovered? The answer lies from within the archives of our 
Hearts. The Truest Gospels have always lived within our Sacred Hearts. And what teacher had 
always spoken time and time again about the signifi cance of the Sacred Heart? It was Yeshua. 
The Holy Bible is essentially one of the “Introductory Books” that was intended to reveal the 
other Holy Gospels that can be found once more in the very “Gospels” of “Our Sacred Hearts” 
- within.
     According to Elizabeth Claire Prophet and her controversial book THE LOST YEARS OF 
JESUS, not many are cognizant to the fact that Yeshua had traveled and travailed within and 
throughout the neighboring deserts of Egypt, the heightened peaks of Tibet, and into the Holy 
Vedic Lands of Rishikesh during the span of those 
17 years of his prime - where not even a single 
documented account or Gospel is included within 
the pages of the currently known and accepted 
Biblical Cannon. But, according to Elizabeth 
Claire Prophet’s book, documented accounts of 
Yeshua’s Spiritual Work was indeed evidenced 
from within the scrolls of their spiritual text by 
Brahman historians, lamas of whom dwelled 
dotted invariably throughout the peaks of the 
Himalayas. Yeshua was known to these spiritual 
people as Saint Issa - their Buddha. According 
to Islam, Yeshua was referred to as “Isa” from 
within the Holy Text of “The Qu’ran.” Would 
this be considered coincidental or chance, per 
say? The names of “Saint Issa” and “Isa” sounds 
phonetically and in root form rather similar, 
wouldn’t you say? Well, let’s proceed further and 
on forward, even deeper, into the depths and realms 

of its once hidden truth, but in the now - a revealing and exulting message of “Heightening 
Consciousness.”
     Clearly, Yeshua, had been exposed to and infl uenced by a great deal to other spiritual 
traditions, such as Hinduism, Buddhism, the Hermetic Laws, and even from the infl uences 
of the Maya as well. His teachings from within The Holy Bible clearly exemplifi es this 
examination. Clearly, as it is documented, that the Final Words of Christ were indeed Mayan 
in origin. These are the very words that he had exclaimed within the very last breaths of 
his existence here on the Earthly Plane, in that Life, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani.” And as 
one can see from within this phrase, alone, that the word “lama” is used. The word “lama” 
has a strong and signifi cant relationship to Hindu traditional beliefs - the guru of things. 
Again, historically, the relationship between Mayan and Tibetan language being spoken, 
interchangeably, within the Himalayas is extremely astounding and amazing, to say the least. 
     Clearly, these words hold not even an inkling of an intonation that leads one to believe that 
they are Hebrew neither in nature nor in root form. It is Mayan which translates into, “I hide 
myself in the predawn of your existence.” It is a traditional Mayan Ritual Sentence. 
     In summary, as one should look upon the very pages of my book, THE BOOK OF 
POSITIVE LIGHT, they would often see and observe depictions, time and time again, of a 
favorite fl avor which gravitates towards mysticism, Buddhist text, Vedic Teachings, Native 
American Spirituality, and Mayan Tradition. But Yeshua, if one should perform their own 
research, shall be interconnected to none the opposite of such spiritual depictions, but rather 
an even more profound and signifi cant RELATIONSHIP to all of these elements in question. 
From within my HEART and from what can be proven historically is that the Christian 
Gospels, from what is revealed to you (the unawakened populace) is only a smaller and 
lessened portion of what was meant to be revealed to the masses. Additionally, the Christian 
Holy Bible is truly incomplete. Not to say that the 
HOLY WORD that is already contained within 
this Holy Book is false, but rather from what I 
am attempting to reveal, is that the TRUTH from 
what is being depicted here, from within the 
very pages of this Holy Text, is PARTIAL. There 
are many portions of the Holy Bible of which 
have been withheld from the awareness of our 
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Collective Consciousness.  
     So, with this said, I shall bring forth to you an honest and legitimate question: “If the Christian Bible is based upon The Story of Yeshua... or 
perhaps... The Words of Christ (which makes perfect sense... for it is the Christian Bible that we are speaking of here - or shall I break it down 
more phonetically - the “Christ-ian” or “Christ” like Bible) then “Why” are there “17” years of Yeshua’s Life “MISSING” from this Holy Text? 
From Your God-Given and Soulfully-Driven and Divinefully-Given Mind, shoulf be able to provide at least a more logical and legitimate answer 
besides the more Ego-Driven and Inclined responses of “I just don’t even know” or “Damned if you go any further!” or “You are going straight 
to Hell for saying such things!” or “What the Hell is wrong with you?” or “Why can’t you (Joel) just follow what they are all telling you to do?” 
Well, to the contrary, “Why can’t we just follow our hearts?”
     Not many have decoded THE BOOK OF POSITIVE LIGHT as of yet... and I truly believe that my Dear Friend Tina Sacchi (Author of her 
own book - MY SPIRIT IS NOT RELIGIOUS) is on that particular path to doing just that... as she is currently reading my book (as we speak) 
as each day of this channeled work... this memoir... this journal of sorts... is incorporated so dearly into her own Daily Spiritual Practice. She 
mentioned to me when I had fi rst met her at THE JOURNEY MIND BODY AND SOUL EXPO in Kirtland, Ohio last September, that this book 
is actually ALIVE and living within the infancy of its life and that I should continue to read and learn from it, in parallel to how we should learn 
to discover what our “Own Children” are so willingly and are able to teach us. When we, too, are then more than aware and willing to learn from 
them, we can then acknowledge, once again, the remembrance of our Hearts. 
     Let’s face it, our children - of whom from within the constraints of our own interpretation of what time allows for us to see - have just recently 
been birthed from our own sense of what Heaven and Source is derived from. They are as much more knowledgeable of the Sacred Heart than us, 
the more adult in stature, of whom through many years have already been conditioned to concede to societal constraint. Society has conditioned us 
in ways from where we must TEACH our children, but has even further neglected to tell us that we must be open as well to the fact that we must 
be even more receptive to be TAUGHT by them as well.
     And in returning back to the question of “Decoding the very Riddle” of what this book has prepared for each reader - much of what is required 
in the process of this unraveling, of sorts, of the illusion or “de-lusion” that has wrapped itself many times on over around the TRUTH - is in the 
acknowledgement and in the knowing of the difference between the “Olden Paradigm” or of an approach that has lessened our awareness to the 
more relevant Heart-Centered and Consciously Aware Guidance System of which it signifi cantly plays and contributes to the more benefi cial of 
practices in cracking the very shell of the EGO. And once this ego is cracked, its Defensive Mechanisms can be diminished and disintegrated into 
irrelevancy, to where Secrets of the Heart can be truly seen and enjoyed of its treasures.
     One of Dear Yeshua’s teachings of which profoundly holds TRUE, His Most Hidden of Teachings, especially from amongst these glorious 
times of change as we are transitioning into The Cycle of the New Golden Age is this: God cannot be ultimately found from outside of one’s self. 
Forgiveness cannot be relieved of its woes from outside of one’s self. Happiness cannot be ultimately rediscovered from outside of one’s self. 

They can only be found from within. The answer lies from within you. It had always been inside 
of you. The Universe resides from within you. We, as a whole, are the very ones for which we 
have been in search for – and waiting for. God resounds within all of us. We are “Divine Beings” 
for which the very Essence of God resonates within and throughout our very being . We are 
essentially Co-Creators of our Universal and Limitless landscape. The “Second Coming” lies 
not from within the likes of one man... but rather... from within the hu-MAN. We are that very 
“Change” for which we passionately desire from our mirror-like world. 
     The conclusion of this book was the very answer that I and my dear wife had witnessed for 
ourselves in those same brightened skies of that glorious day in the Yucatan - on the “Road to 
Chichen Itza, Mexico.” It was exactly the answer that was required, the glue, of which was 
needed to complete the pages of this inspiring and wisdom-fi lled Book of the Ancients “The 
Book of Positive Light: Remembrance of the Heart.”
     It will reveal to you the profound and endearing interconnection between the True and 
Hidden Messages of Christ, the relationship between Yeshua and Quetzalcoatl, Alchemy, and in 
the art of manifestation, Synchronicity, Sacred Geometry, the Mystery Schools of Pythagorus, 
the Divine Triangle, the actual and essential decoding of our lives in meaning, the True Gospels 
within Our Hearts, Global Awakening, and in the Truth of our ultimate Power that purely lies 
from within. 

Joel Ayala Ayapana is a Veteran of the United States Air Force. He has been practicing within 
the specialized nursing fi eld of Behavioral Health as a Registered Nurse for eleven years in the 
Cleveland area. His inspirational work has earned him several awards and recognitions within 
the fi eld of nursing. 

Joel Ayala Ayapana is also the author of his new book, entitled, The Book of Positive Light: 
Remembrance of the Heart  www.thebookofpositivelight.com 

Joel Ayala Ayapana is also the host of his new online radio talk show, Quantum Mindfulness 
Radio, which broadcasts every other Monday 8pm PST/ 11pm EST, only on the BBS Radio 
Network www.quantummindfulnessradio.com
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       It’s amazing what you can accomplish when you set your mind to it! I have been struggling a little 
bit lately with some certain repairs that have been haunting me for one reason or another. I just sat 
down one day and said “That’s it!” I’m gonna fi nish this #%&%^ thing today if it’s the last thing I do! 
      Low and behold the instrument was fi nished that day. So I tried it again and low and behold I 
fi nished another one that I had been holding off on for whatever reason. In the past two weeks I’ve 
been able to make huge progress on many projects that have been collecting dust in my shop. I’m sure 
that all of my customers will be glad to hear that. 
       In the last article I wrote about my new shop and my new adventure into the world of CNC 
technology. I’m still making good progress with it but I’m glad that I have been able to get my old 
repairs in order so that I can concentrate on the future. It’s always good to stand back and “regroup” 

with all of my projects. It’ gives me some time to prioritize 
what is important to get fi nished so that I can move onto the 
next project. It’s easy for me to jump back and forth with 
repairs but sometimes one or two get left idle while I’m 
continuing with others. This is by no means an excuse, so 
it feels extra good to me when I fi nish things that got left 
behind for awhile. 
       Getting back to some of the repairs that I’ve done, I 
fi nished an older Tenor guitar from about the mid to late 
40’s. It was called a “Buckeye Brand”. It wasn’t a high end instrument but had suffered some wear and 
other typical damage that would be expected from an instrument that is close to 70 years old. The bridge 
had cracked (in half) and was rendered useless. The tuning machines were old friction banjo style tuners 
that were missing some parts and needed to also be replaced, and the bridge pad was not there or at least 
wasn’t located in the right place. A new pad needed to be added to the bottom to support the bridge. 
So after adding a bridge pad and making a new bridge (from a small piece of Brazilian rosewood that I 
had ), replacing the tuners with some new friction style tuners, cutting a new bone nut and saddle, new 
bridge pins and new strings, along with a fret leveling and crowning the guitar was playing fi ne after 

many years of down time (before I got it).The best thing about it was that I did the repair very inexpensively and the look on the customers face 
when he got it back was priceless! It had been his Father’s guitar and was one of the only things that he had left of his to remember him by. The 
gratitude I get from my customers makes up for the small amount of lost revenue from the repair. This instrument in most cases wasn’t worth 
(monetary value) to justify putting all that work into it, but the customers need was. It’s not always about the bottom line, and I was only too glad 
to be a part of it.
       Another cool repair I was able to fi nish up was done on a 1930’s Electar lap steel guitar. Before the invention of our modern day plastics, 
instrument manufacture’s used a product called cellulose. The problem with it is that over time it breaks down and crumbles literally into powder. 
You may have witnessed this in the case of old tuning machines that the “plastic” button on the tuner cracks off and crumbles. Many old Gibson 
tuners and body binding had this happen to them. In the case of my lap steel repair, all of the binding had literally disintegrated. It can be diffi cult 
to fi nd the exact dimensions or thicknesses of binding material to replace some of the old vintage pieces. Sometimes it’s necessary to add other 
purfl ing strips or other combinations of bindings to add up to whatever you might need. This is what I need to do for this lap steel. I used two 
.010thick black died wood strips and added to a .060 creme colored binding and it was the right size for my binding channel. Because the front of 
the body was done in an old style tobacco brown sunburst fi nish the black purfl ing strips worked out very well.
       I have recently started a new Dec Newsletter campaign that I would like to share with all my clients, old and new, and all of the faithful Voice 
readers. I am offering big discounts on Gift certifi cates now through the end of the year (Jan1). These repair gift certifi cates are good for any 
of the repair services that I offer in my shop. I will be selling them in 4 different ranges: $25.00 value for 20.00, $50.00 for $40.00, $75.00 for 
$60.00, and $100.00 for $80.00. These are great savings for anyone thinking about having some work performed on their guitars for the holidays 
or even later. They will be validated for two years from the time of purchase. I also want to remind everyone that this is the season that I make all 
of my Holiday guitar pipes. I have two models available this year, the “dreadnaught” and the “cutaway”. They can be purchased for  Dec’s special 
price of only $35.00 each. You can buy them through my website. Just go to liamguitars.com and click on Store/Accessories or you can call me 
at 440-474-2141 to order yours today. They make great Christmas gifts and can be used as tree ornaments or mantel pieces or whatever. They are 
all handmade from solid woods and are individually numbered for authenticity. More info and pictures of them can be seen on my website on the 
photos page under the misc menu.
      Well it’s time to get back in the shop and make some more Christmas presents for all the little boys and girls around the world and of course I 
will be trying to “Stay in Tune” while I’m doing it. I hope you do too!

Happy Holidays!
Patrick from Liam Guitars/ Wood-n-Strings
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Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557

Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

To purchase Westside Steve Simmons
newest CD A Pirates Life visit

www.cdbaby.com/artist/westsidestevesimmons

Firehouse Grill 
Christmas party time in Malvern!

 

Christmas shopping? Come on 
in for dinner and a few beers!

 

 

8:15-9:00 & 9:15-10:00

By Westside Steve Simmons

Birdman 
Fox Searchlight  R  119 min
        I’ve been anxiously anticipating this one 
for a long time.
      From NIGHT SHIFT to JOHNNY 
DANGEROUSLY to MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTING to BEETLEJUICE to BATMAN, 
and beyond, Michael Keaton has always been 
one of my favorites. 
       Keaton’s perfect blend of charisma and 
chops kept him in lead roles in a variety of 
fi ne movies. Still in Hollywood, like a lot of 
businesses, the rule is what have you done for 
me lately? His biggest box offi ce was as Bruce 
Wayne and the Batman in the Tim Burton 
series. When Joel Schumacher took over the 
direction Keaton bowed out apparently fearing 
that Schumacher would take the franchise in 
a less serious direction. And he did. But still 
it’s been nearly 20 years since he’s had a big 
hit. I don’t know if BIRDMAN will be that 
hit because of its quirky nature and the fact 
that the studio has been dicking around with 
promotion and release.
       First let’s talk about the fi lms eclectic 
angles. This is one of those plays about the 
theater and in an odd way the story cannibal-
izes the story (if that makes sense). It’s prob-
ably autobiographical to a point and concerns 
Riggan Thompson (Keaton) who walked 
away from an extremely successful superhero 
franchise, Birdman, and many years later is 
eager to prove his relevance by starring in his 
own adaptation on Broadway. (Was Keaton 
selected because of the Batman parallel? Or 
coincidence?)
       You will notice a couple personality fl aws 
with Riggan, though it’s hard to make some-
one as charismatic as Keaton completely un-
sympathetic. First of all it seems he’s been an 
arrogant prick his entire career and now thinks 
he’s much more talented than he probably 
really is. He’s neglected his family and friends 
and is now acting like a diva as he belittles the 
other actors in his play. The phrase “be careful 
what you wish for” comes to mind when his 
insistence upon better actors brings him the 
renowned Mike Shiner (Edward Norton), who 
is even more arrogant and condescending than 
himself.
       Roggan’s other personally fl aw is that he’s 

apparently losing his mind. He hears voices 
mocking him and his career and those voices 
come from the imaginary, well probably 
imaginary, Birdman. Oh and real or imagined 
bouts of telekinesis.
       So fl oating around in the sewer of self-
doubt, bad relationships, confusion, and delu-
sion is the fact that New York’s most infl uen-
tial critic plans on destroying his play without 
even seeing it just for spite.
       What I loved about Birdman is the insider 
look at Broadway and live acting featuring 
some of the most precise and accurate repartee 
you will see in a fi lm. Keaton and Norton are 
tremendous together.
      (Also I was just at the Majestic Theater a 
couple weeks ago to see Phantom of the Opera 
and it really was fun since its entire fi lm was 
shot right in that neighborhood.)
       One small down side was the fact that 

they took what I’d expected to be a deadly 
serious climax and lightened it up just too 
much. I won’t spill the beans but fortunately, 
or unfortunately, it only cost a half letter.
       Finally, I wonder about the promotion 
and release. I’m hoping the studio expects 
Academy Award nominations and is holding 
Birdman out of general release until the Oscar 
nominations are announced. I hope it draws a 
lot of attention, Keaton deserves it.

 A-
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Saint Vincent  
Weinstein  PG13 103 min
      Well gang, I love Bill Murray, you love Bill Murray; everybody loves Bill Murray.
He’s been known mostly 
for his comic stick use, 
but then moved into semi 
dramatic roles fairly 
well. It seems big stars 
(see Robert DeNiro Jack 
Nicholson Walter Mat-
thau, etc) as they age are 
required to play at least 
one cranky old man in 
a redemption movie. In 
ST VINCENT Murray 
is Vincent McKenna a 
cantankerous old drunk 
with a bad attitude and 
a gambling problem but 
as you will fi nd out a 

heart of, well something 
similar to gold.
In general he hates ev-
erybody and everybody 
hates him including 
his two new neighbors 
Maggie, a single mother 
battling a custody case 
and her nerdish son Oli-
ver (Melissa McCarthy 
and Jaeden Lieberher).  
        Due to a series of 
unfortunate circum-

stances Maggie is forced to accept the situation in which Oliver spends a few hours a day after 
school with Vincent.
       It’s not long before the reluctant Manny guide’s the little fellow through a series of inap-
propriate experiences introducing him to beer joints, race tracks bookies and hookers. Along the 
way the little fellow becomes a little worldlier and a lot more self-assured.
        Soon a couple of redeeming facets of the essence life are revealed. All over words of his 
heroic service and his devotion to his wife confi ned to a nursing home he can ill afford.
       That’s enough of a spoiler and I hope you haven’t read this far if you decide to see the fi lm.
I really wanted to love this fi lm and I fear I’m about to damn it with faint praise. None of the 
situations, the gambling, the wife, the stroke, any of them seemed serious enough for their 
obvious intent. They, like the ending, seemed to have been written on the spot and dropped 
into place with little forethought. The comedy isn’t all that funny and the drama not really dire. 
That’s not to say they don’t work, just that I think a little more attention to the storyline might 
have made this great.  Between the cast and the promise SAINT VINCENT was already on the 
inside track and should have had a bigger fi nish. Still I’m a sucker for this kind of fi lm, aren’t 
we all?

B-
WSS



28 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 December 10 - 31, 2014

Eric Gales Good for Sumthin’
He’s a left-handed guitarist who plays his instrument upside-down and backwards.
That’s how his brothers did it, and that’s how 
grandpa did it.  
It just happens that Jimi Hendrix played his guitar 
reversed and restrung, too.
       Eric Gales channels a bit of purple haze on his 
new album, Good for Sumthin’, and more.  The 
native Tennessean’s fourteenth studio effort—
available now on Cleopatra Records—fi nds him 
revisiting his roots over the span of a dozen sizzling 
selections.  Having made a splash in 1991 with his 
own Eric Gales Band (featuring brothers Eugene 
and Manuel “Little Jimmy King” Gales) and issued 
one incendiary blues-rock album after another on 
Mike Varney’s Shrapnel / Blues Bureau imprint, 
the 40-year old guitar hero is now taking stock of 
where he’s been, sampling where he’s going, and 
reassessing (but never questioning) why he does 
what he does.
       “We all need music to bring about some change,” surmises Gales on the chicken pickin’ 
title track.  “I see them smiles on your face.”
       Gales will be making smiles with music when he whisks into town Thursday for a show at 
Wilberts Music and Food on Huron Road.
But we’re getting ahead of ourselves.
       Eric’s new disc kicks off with the mildly nostalgic groove-stomper “Come a Long Way,” 
whereon he looks over his shoulder just long enough to check his bearings after two decades 
in the music biz.  Then he lets rip on his St. Blues Stratocaster, soloing over a gritty four-note 
riff and triggering his wah-wah pedal for an incandescent outro.  The opener is something of 
a mission statement for the Greensboro guitarist, who’s shared the stage with Carlos Santana, 
appeared on the Experience Hendrix Tour, and jammed with bassist dUg Pinnick (King’s X) and 
drummer Thomas Pridgen (Mars Volta, Suicidal Tendencies) in an all-star side project.  
This perennial club performer has sworn off mansions, Rolexes, diamond rings and fancy cars 
in pursuit of live music:
       “All I do is play my goo-tar and sing,” he croons, with his own unique annunciation.  “I 
never had a 9-to-5.”
       Gales looks back on his churchgoing days on “1019” (an old address, perhaps?), locking 
in with bassist Raphael Saadiq and drummer Lamar Carter for some gospel-glazed jazz-funk.  
Gales exploits a descending blues riff—a la Led Zeppelin and ZZ Top—on “Going Back to 
Memphis,” his memories of home transformed into a multilayered vocal suite awash in lush 
organ chords and Stevie Ray Vaughan-like guitar pyrotechnics.  On the aforementioned “Good 
for Sumthin” Eric ponders (and reaffi rms) his vocation with call-and-response verses, his guitar 
fi lls answering his optimistic lyrics.
       Elsewhere, Gales slips into the shoes of a jilted lover (“Six Deep”), smitten balladeer 
(“You Give Me Life”), determined Dear John (“Tonight I’m Leaving”), and streetwise preacher 
(“Heaven’s Gate”), his guitar chops never wanting for velocity, tone, texture, or—most 
importantly—soul.  He goes acoustic on the bright, pretty “Show Me How,” his sparkling 
unplugged arpeggios cascading over Carter’s sharp snare, paving the way for a sublime steel-
string solo.  Then it’s back to business as Gales and company cover the Rolling Stones’ “Miss 
You,” morphing the sexy disco-fl avored hit from Some Girls (1978) into a smoldering boogie 

that pays homage to the Jagger / Richards original.
       Zakk Wylde guests on “Steep Climb,” the ex-Ozzy Osbourne / 
Black Label Society guitarist swapping snarling leads with Eric on 
verses, bridge, and coda—his notes squealing and dive-bombing 
with a shake of his whammy bar.  Gales joins forces with another 
gunslinger—Austin’s Eric Johnson—on the album-capping “E2 
(Note for Note),” coaxing tasty jazz seventh chords and conjuring 
sitar-esque drones over the course of several subtle tempo shifts.  
Eric Gales.  Thursday, December 11, 2014.  Wilberts (812 Huron 
Road East, Cleveland OH 44115).  Tickets $8-$10 
www.ericgalesband.com   www.wilbertsmusic.com

By Pete Roche
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~Continued from Page 14

raised by Polar Plunge events benefi ts more than 23,000 Special Olympics athletes in Ohio. 
There are nine opportunities across Ohio this winter to participate in Special Olympic Ohio’s 
Polar Plunges. The fi rst 2015 Plunge is scheduled for January 24 at Mosquito Lake in Cortland, 
Ohio. On Saturday, January 31 Plungers will be “Freezin’ for a Reason” at the Thirsty Pony in 
Sandusky. 
       Saturday, February 7 is when Special Olympics Ohio and Special Olympics Kentucky team 
up for a Plunge to benefi t the Special Olympics athletes of both states. The KY/OH Plunge is 
held at Joe’s Crab Shack in Bellevue, Kentucky. Ohio University will have a Valentine’s Day 
Plunge on February 14 at Lake Snowden and the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, in Powell, has 
its Plunge February 21. The Law Enforcement Torch Run Plunge, scheduled for February 28 in 
Geneva-on-the-Lake, will fi nish out the month. 
       The 2015 Polar Plunge season concludes in March as Grand Lake St. Marys in Celina hosts 
its Plunge on Saturday, March 7. Caesar’s Creek, in Waynesville, has a Plunge on March 14, 
while Indian Lake in Lakeview hosts the fi nal Plunge of the season on March 21. 
        As part of the Polar Plunge experience, participants obtain monetary pledges and then agree 
to jump or slowly crawl (whatever the case may be) into the frigid 2 waters of an Ohio lake or 
waterway or the special Polar Plunge pool, depending on location, to earn their pledges. Another 
opportunity to participate is “Too Chicken to Plunge.” To participate, one raises a minimum of 
$30 and is awarded with a “Too Chicken to Plunge” T-shirt – as well the opportunity NOT to 
Plunge. 
       Or, teams of chickens may be formed in support of favorite Plungers. 
A minimum in pledges ($50, $75, or $100 depending on age and location) is required to 
participate. All Plungers receive a T-shirt, food, and non-alcoholic beverages at a Post-Plunge 
party. There are also incentive prizes for those who raise more than the required minimum in 
pledges. Individuals and groups are welcome to participate; personalized online fundraising 
pages are available. 
Information and links to registration sites for all Polar Plunges are available at sooh.org or by 
phoning Special Olympics Ohio at 614.239.7050. Also, watch for social media posts about the 
Polar Plunge events. 

Special Olympics Ohio provides year-round sports training and competition opportunities for 
adults and children with intellectual disabilities, giving them opportunities to develop physical 
fi tness, demonstrate courage and experience joy as they participate in the sharing of gifts and 
friendship with their own families, their peers and the community. Currently, Special Olympics 
Ohio serves more than 23,000 athletes throughout the state.

Winter Avant-Garde Art & Craft Show Debuts in Cleveland Heights
       Winter weather is now in full swing, and that means comfort food, cozy family parties, and 
catching up with old friends. The holidays are a great opportunity to wind down and recharge for 
the New Year, but they can also be fi lled with last minute shopping anxiety. This year, instead of 
stressing over when and how and what to buy, let the Winter Avant-Garde Art & Craft Show be 
your one-stop for holiday shopping.
       This holiday season, nearly 100 vendors offer unique, handmade, holiday items that are 
eclectic, fun, and affordable. If you fi nd yourself browsing Etsy and Pinterest daily, or if you 
have friends and family members who seemingly have everything, Avant-Garde Art & Craft 
Show is a great opportunity to fi nd the perfect gifts this season!
       Although Avant-Garde has held a series of year-round shows throughout Ohio since 2011, 
this season its holiday-themed show debuts in Cleveland Heights for the fi rst time. This holiday 
event will showcase talented local artists and crafters, while a portion of all proceeds will benefi t 
the Adopt a Family Association, an organization that provides a safety net for Greater Cleveland 
area families in crisis. 
       The Cleveland Heights Winter Avant-Garde Art and Craft Show is Sunday, December 
14th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Park Synagogue Main (Kangesser Ballroom), 3300 Mayfi eld 
Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. Admission is $3 and children under 12 are free. More 
information can be found on the Avant-Garde Art & Crafts website at www.avantgardeshows.
com. The show is currently accepting vendors.
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~ Rick Ray

CALL IT LIKE IT IS!

(Answers on Page 28)

      Well the fi nal phase of Hallothanksmas is 
upon us and I’m going to ‘Call It Like It Is’!  
Merry Hallothanksmas Part 3!
      While some call it the Christmas season 
because the kids get two weeks off of school  
and can be forced to be in plays where the 
kids hope they get to play the part of a camel 
instead of the part of an ass because let’s face 
it… nobody likes an ass!  
     Mom and dad get to worry about maxing 
out their credit cards to buy infl atable 
yard crap and gifts for the kids, who will 
completely forget about them in a week or 
two, and hope that they get a big enough 
tax return to pay it all off! Which of course 
they don’t and then spend the rest of the 
year paying on the credit cards until the next 
Christmas season and then repeat!  I fail to see 
what this hideous tradition has to do with what 
the season is supposed to be about!  
     With that said though, I’m going to ‘Call 
It Like It Is’!  Most holiday traditions stem 
from other sources!  Among those traditions 
that have been adopted for the season such as 
feasting, gift giving, merrymaking, charity, 
greenery, lights, and of course enjoying 
those activities which lead to conception, 
(my favorite!) originate from ancient Roman 
paganism!  Yule logs and various foods have 
their origins in ancient German paganism!
     From my research, the tradition of hanging 
Mistletoe in the house dates back to the times 
of the ancient Druids. It was believed to 
possess mystical powers which bring good 
luck to the household and ward off evil spirits. 
It was also used as a sign of love and fertility 
in England’s Norse mythology and that’s 
where the custom of kissing under Mistletoe 
originates from!  However there is no mention 
of the activities which lead to conception 
while standing under the Mistletoe, which 

is good because that could get messy, not to 
mention embarrassing for a lot of people!  I’m 
not kidding either!!
     Mistletoe is a parasite plant that grows 
mainly on willow, apple and sometimes oak 
trees. The name comes from two Anglo Saxon 
words ‘Mistel’ (which means dung) and ‘tan’ 
(which means) twig!  Birds eat the berries and 
then poop on trees leaving the seeds behind; 
its seeds are coated in a semen-like substance 
that allows them to stick to tree branches 
once pooped out by the birds!  So you could 
translate Mistletoe as... ‘Semen Poop On A 
Stick’!
Hahaha!!
      You can argue all you want about the 
origins of the holiday season traditions, just 
with someone else please and thank you!  I 
don’t really care where they came from as 
long as it’s not shoved down my throat what I 
should or should not believe in, I’ll win every 
time!  There’s nothing wrong with feasting, 
gift giving, merrymaking, charity, greenery, 
lights, and of course enjoying those activities 
which lead to conception, (still my favorite!), 
party on!  Whoohoo!
     Towards the end of Hallothanksmas Part 
3 is also the beginning of the Hanukkah 
season, they light candles and have feasts to 
celebrate the triumph of light over darkness 
because… well nobody really knows why but 
it has something to do with the winter solstice 
and all I care about is that this means the 
beginning of the end of the short days we are 
subjected to at this time of year, and the days 
will start to get longer again!  
Whoohoo again!!

~Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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