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OHIO WINE COUNTRY
WINERY GUIDE

834 South County Line Road
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041

216.973.2711
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

bennybucci@hotmail.com

636 State Route 534, Harpersfield
440.361.4573

kosicekvineyards.com

Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 12-6 • Fri. 12-8 • Sat. 12-9 • Sun. 12-6

KV will be closed Dec. 24th - Jan. 1st,
for our employees to spend time with their families.

Winter Hours will start Jan. 2nd, closed Mondays and Tuesdays.

Please follow us on Facebook!

LIVE MUSIC SATURDAYS 5-8PM

Estate Vineyards & Award-Winning Wines

If you’re in the mood for a palate pleasing 
wine tasting accompanied by a delectable 

entree from our restaurant, Ferrante Winery 
and Ristorante is the place for you!

Hours
Tasting Room: Mon. - Tues. 10-5 pm

Wed & Thurs. 10-8
Fri. & Sat. 10-10 pm • Sun. 1-6 pm

Restaurant: Wed. - Thurs. 12-8, Fri. & Sat. 
12-10 pm • Sun. 1-6 pm

5585 N. River W, Geneva, Ohio 44041
(440) 466-8466 • www.ferrantewinery.com

Tasting Rooms
FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND 

EVENTS, SEE OUR AD ON PG. 7
Hours: Closed Mon & Tues • Wed 12-4

Thurs 12-8 • Fri 12 - 9 • Sat 12-9 • Sun 12-5

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfield, Oh
440.415.0661

www.laurellovineyards.com
wineabit@laurellovineyards.com

OLD FIREHOUSE
WINERY

5499 Lake Road East • Geneva-on-the Lake, Ohio
Restaurant & Tasting Room

Live Entertainment Fri, Sat & Sun!
(See inside back cover for listings)

Hours: Sun-Thurs Noon to 7pm,
Fri & Sat Noon to 11pm

1-800-Uncork-1

Entertainment
all weekend. (see ad on pg. 5)

Kitchen Open!
Winter Hours: Mon. & Tues.  - Closed

Wed. & Thur. Noon – 7
Fri. & Sat. Noon - 11

Sun. Noon - 7

December 8 - Steve Madewell
December 15 - CC & Sandy

6451 N. RIVER RD., HARPERSIELD, OHIO

WED. & THURS, 12 - 7, FRI. 12-9
SAT. 12- 9, SUN. 12-6

WWW.HUNDLEY CELLARS.COM

We would like to wish all of our 
family and friends a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Gift Certificates make great
stocking stuffers!!

January 5 - Paul & Cat
January 12 - Jimmy Mrozek

Laurello's will be closed Dec 31-Feb 12th 
for our annual Winter break. 

1520 Harpersfield Road
Geneva • 440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile
Hours: Sun-Thurs: 11:30-8pm • Fri 

& Sat: 11:30-11pm
www.deersleapwine.com

New smoker!
Best Barbeque

in Geneva
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UNDER NEW
OWNERSHIP

2405 Lake Avenue • Ashtabula
(440) 536-5383 

Open Mon-Thurs: 10:30a-8p
Fri & Sat: 10:30a-9p • Sun: 11a-6p DINE-IN

CARRY-OUT

Weekday Business Delivery!

Holiday Lantern Tours at 
Hale Farm 
Tour Dates: December  7, 8, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 19-23, 2018

Take a charming lantern-lit tour 
of the Village and visit the historic 
houses, delightfully decorated for the 
season. Experience the sights, sounds 
and flavors of the holiday season as 
celebrated in the 19th century Western 
Reserve. During tour evenings enjoy a 
hot beverage, mulled wine or Ohio beer 
by the fireplace while listening to local 
musicians. The MarketPlace at Hale 
Farm & Village will be open and offering 
Ohio themed shopping and Hale crafted 
items.

Inside and Outside Winter Fun
Tours depart every twenty minutes be-

ginning at 5:40 p.m. Dress appropriately 
for this indoor/outdoor activity. The tour 
lasts about 90 minutes. Hale Farm & Vil-
lage – 2686 Oak Hill Rd. Bath, Ohio (use 
Peninsula for GPS).

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED! Call 
330-666-3711 ext.1720 or email us at 
halereservations@wrhs.org. $20 non-
members; $15 members; $12 children 
(ages 3-12); group rates available.

Visit the spectacular Lights 
on the Lake Now through 
December 30th 

Experience over 
70 displays on 
Lakeshore Park’s 
54 acres of rolling 
hills and majestic 
Lake Erie backdrop. 
This holiday light 
attraction with 
some displays as 
big as a truck and is great for creating 
family memories and family fun. Make 
it an annual family tradition to enjoy 
professional light displays in a beauti-
ful picturesque setting. This is a drive 

The Illustrated History of 
the Snowman

A thoroughly 
entertaining explora-
tion, this book travels 
back in time to shed 
light on the snow-
man’s enigmatic past 
-- from the present 
day, in which the 
snowman reigns as 
the King of Kitsch, to 
the Dark Ages, with the creation of the 
very first snowman. Eckstein’s curios-
ity began playfully enough, but soon 
snowballed into a (mostly) earnest quest 
of chasing Frosty around the world, into 
museums and libraries, and seeking out 

the advice of leading historians and 
scholars. The result is a riveting history 
that reaches back through centuries 
and across cultures -- sweeping from 
fifteenth-century Italian snowballs to 
eighteenth-century Russian ice sculp-
tures to the regrettable “white-trash 
years” (1975-2000). The snowman is 
not just part of our childhood memo-
ries, but is an integral part of our world 
culture, appearing -- much like a frozen 
Forrest Gump -- alongside dignitar-
ies and celebrities during momentous 
events. Again and again, the snowman 
pops up in rare prints, paintings, early 
movies, advertising and, over the past 
century, in every art form imaginable. 
And the jolly snowman -- ostensibly as 
pure as the driven snow -- also harbors 
a dark past full of political intrigue, sex, 
and violence.

With over two hundred illustrations, 
The Illustrated History of the Snow-
man is a truly original winter classic 
-- smart, surprisingly enlightening, and 
quite simply the coolest book ever.

Visit the website below for many 
more holiday and winter fun options 
throughout north east Ohio.
https://northeastohiofamilyfun.com 

through display. 
Cost of admissions is $5 per vehicle, 

Buses - $1 per person, Mini Buses - $20.
Event Dates: Friday, Saturday, Sun-
day Now thru December 30 6:00pm - 
9:00pm. 

The event takes place at Lakeshore 
Park 1700 East 1st Street Ashtabula, OH 
44004. For holiday hours or questions 
call (440) 993-1051 8am - 5pm M-F or 
visit www.aclotl.com 
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Saturday, 12/8 • 5-8 p.m.
Buccia Winery, Conneaut 

Sunday, 12/9 • 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Winery at Springhill, Harpersfield

Friday, 12/21 • 7-10 p.m.
Hartford Hill Winery, Hartford 

Saturday, 12/22 • 7-9 p.m.
Goddess Wine House, Saybrook

Saturday, 12/29 • 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Greene Eagle Winery 
Davis Peck Road, Cortland

Monday, 12/31 • 9 p.m. to?
New Year's Eve! Call for reservations.
Green Eagle Winery, Cortland
Buffet starts at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, 1/5 • 6:30-9:30 p.m.
 Peter Allen Inn, Kinsman 

Sunday, 1/6 • 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Winery at Spring Hill, Harpersfield

TA   E IIK
Playing 50-60-70's

Favorites and Much More

For booking call Ellie
330-770-5613

www.takeii.com
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Complete Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES WELCOME

Fortney Dental Group
299 South Broadway • Geneva, OH 44041

440-466-2721
Hours by appointment including evenings & Saturdays • Serving Ashtabula, Lake and Geauga Counties

www.fortneydental.com

Preventative Services: Hygiene Therapy
Periodontal Screenings & Maintenance | Oral Cancer Screening

Technology: CEREC – One visit crowns

Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain Crowns and Veneers | Implants | Teeth Whitening

Other Procedures: Root Canal Therapy | Dentures | Tooth Colored Fillings
Extractions | Infections | Trauma | Denture Repairs

 
Financing:

We accept Cash, Check, Visa, MasterCard, and Discover
Financing available through third party options such as Care Credit

It’s Never Too Late
   To Have a Great Smile!

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 
WINTER FUN 3
ON THE BEAT 5
COOKING WITH WINE 6
BLUESVILLE  8
CONCERT REVIEW 11
Elton John
WHAT’S ON THE SHELF 16
KICKIN IT 18
MOVIE SPOTLIGHT 19
Creed II
MOVIES 21
The Ballad of Buster Scruggs, 
Robin Hood, Bohemian Rhap-
sody, Widows

GIFT GUIDE 23
CONCERT REVIEW 24
Lindsey Buckingham
STAY IN TUNE 25
CONCERT REVIEW 27
Crash Test Dummies
CONCERT REVIEW 28
Edie Brickell with the New Bo-
hemians
CELEBRATE YOUR
HOLIDAYS BEING PART 
OF THE MUSIC! 29
Writers Needed  

Interested in writing about the local music 
scene, fun observations, music reviews, book 
reviews?

Send a sample of your writing and contact 
information to Sage editorial@northcoast-
voice.com
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VON THE BEAT

Continued on page 13

Entertainment all Weekend!
Thur: 4-7p • Fri & Sat: 7-10p • Sun: 2-5p

834 South County Line Rd.
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041

216-973-2711
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

Kitchen Open!

THU. 12/6 MELISSA MAY
FRI. 12/7 JOE BRUNETTI
SAT. 12/8 JIMMY ALES AND FRIENDS
THU. 12/9 DON DISANTIS
THU. 12/13 JIMMY ALES
FRI. 12/14 FIVE O’CLOCK SOMEWHERE
SAT. 12/15 FOG - FOUR OLD GUYS
SUN. 12/16 FACEMYER TRIO
THU. 12/20 MELISSA MAY
FRI. 12/21 FACE VALUE DUO
SAT. 12/22  RHYTHM CONNECTION
SUN. 12/23 FACEMYER TRIO
WE WILL BE CLOSED FROM
12/24/18 UNTIL 1/2/19
FRI. 1/4 RHYTHM CONNECTION
SAT. 1/5 TBA
SUN. 1/6 NICK WALKER

WINTER HOURS
CLOSED MON. & TUES • WED, THURS NOON-7 PM • FRI & SAT NOON-11 PM • SUN. NOON-7 PM

Vineyard and Bed & Breakfast

518 Gore Road • Conneaut • 440-593-5976
www.bucciavineyard.com

Tues-Thurs: 5-8pm • Fri & Sat Noon-9pm

Call for Spa Suite
   Room Reservations

DECEMBER
  7 ......... “The Legend” 
                  Matt Carducci
  8 ......... Take II
14 ......... Shadow Tribe
                experimental, Indie folk
15 ......... Kevin Wilson Acoustics
21 ......... Carol “K-Roll”
                 Procas and friends
22 ......... Joseph Hosey
28 ......... SCC Jazz
29 ......... Fred Oakman
31 ......... TBD

Follow us on Facebook
for event times & details

WINERY TASTING ROOM
LIVE MUSIC 6-9PM!

SPA
SUITE

ROOMS

Winter Break: Closed January 1-17

Carlos Jones & The P.L.U.S. 
Band 12th Annual Holiday 
Revival Wednesday, Dec. 
26th with Big Ship

Carlos Jones - The iron man of the 
Cleveland, Ohio, reggae scene is with-
out question Carlos Jones. His journey 
follows the history of Cleveland reggae 
itself. In the late ’70s, he started out as 
a sideman (percussion/vocals) with the 
band I-tal, who was able to bring the 
music to the masses of local college kids 
with their unique, rock-influenced reg-
gae sound. Their shows had a unifying 
atmosphere, packing clubs with ecstatic 
fans, hypnotized by the seductive and 
mystical rhythms and socially relevant 
messages.

Later, Jones began to come into his 
own as a songwriter and onstage pres-
ence in the group First Light. During 
their 14-year run, the group achieved a 
huge level of popularity with its power-
ful and eclectic brand of music, which 
mixed rock, funk, blues with reggae. By 
the mid-’90s, feeling the need to return 
to a more conscious, roots-reggae sound 
than First Light was known for, Carlos 
formed a stripped-down, mostly acous-
tic, four-piece combo which he named 
Strictly Roots, which would later be re-
named, Peace Love Unity Syndicate, now 
more commonly known as The PLUS 
Band. After doing both projects for a 
number of years, Carlos decided to make 
the PLUS Band his full-time pursuit and 
First Light disbanded in May of 1998. 
Since then, he has been on a mission to 
carry the message of peace, love, unity, 
higher consciousness and the joy of the 
reggae vibration to all who will listen.

Big Ship - Big Ship’s mission is to 
spread peace, love, and compassion into 
our communities using music as a vehi-
cle. Michael Rotman and David “Dread-
lock Dave” McDougald have been per-
forming music professionally for over 20 
years. They have both been involved in 
many diverse musical experiences from 
live performances to music education 
and have recently directed their energy 
to creating music for children.

As Dreadlock Dave and Michael weave 
you through a rhythmic dance of guitar 

and bass, they bring to you the basis of 
what they are, a groove ship. Both being 
multi instrumentalists, you never know 
what you might hear, guitar-bass-congas-
percussion-keys, not to mention vocal 
harmonies that soothe the soul.

The Holiday Revival takes place in the 
Concert Hall at 8:00 pm  doors open at 
7:00. $12 Advance, $15 Day of Show. 
www.musicboxcle.com 

Clyde Hill Creative Works 
offers Workshop

Monthly “Enduring Expressions” 
workshops from CLYDE HILL CREATIVE 
WORKS begin this month at PARK AV-
ENUE WINERY, GALLERY & GIFT urban 
winery 4316 Park Ave, Ashtabula, OH 
44004 (216)401-4941. 

Saturdays Dec. 8th & 15th at 1:00 p.m. 
includes teaching, coaching and creating 
by hand your very own Santa’s Workshop 
creations to use or gift.  $15 covers ma-
terials & kiln firings with two sessions, 
forming then glazing.  Chris Burton, KSU 
‘73 BFA sculpting, will be Santa’s helper. 

Note: Park Avenue Winery is closed in 
January so classes will resume in Febru-
ary.

Celebrate Holiday Traditions 
at the Cleveland History 
Center through Jan. 6th

The holidays in Cleveland have always 
been a magical time of year. This holiday 
season the Cleveland History Center 
headquarters of the Western Reserve 
Historical Society (WRHS), located in the 
heart of University Circle, invites you to 
discover the nostalgic holiday traditions 
of Cleveland. 

Now through January 6th guests of 
all ages can experience family friendly 
activities, seasonal vignettes and nos-
talgic décor when they visit the Cleve-
land History Center. The halls of the 
Bingham-Hanna mansion are decked for 
the holidays and feature clothing and 
traditional pieces celebrating Chanukah, 
while the Hay-McKinney mansion is Mad 
For Plaid with a Victorian Christmas 
flair. Holiday Victorian tours will also 

be occurring daily in the Hay-McKinney 
mansion and are included with museum 
admission. If more modern décor and 
traditions are what you’re looking for 
the Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum 
is worth the visit. Amongst the historic 
collection of vehicles guests can find 
the largest indoor blow mold display in 
Cleveland. 

Families are encouraged to bring their 
children in to experience the wonder-
ful days of Cleveland past. Not only are 
there weekly hands-on activities for the 
kids, but on Saturday, December 15th, 
the Cleveland History Center will host 
the annual breakfast with Santa. This 
crowd favorite will include a delicious 
breakfast and lap time with the man in 
the red suit, as well as a special appear-
ance from a Cleveland icon and Santa’s 
“keeper of the keys” Mr. Jingeling.

Some may fondly remember the days 
of Higbees and Halle department stores 
with their beautiful holiday decorations, 
the sights, and the smells. Mr. Jingeling 
was the “Keeper of the Keys” to Santa’s 
workshop and was originally sponsored 
by Halle Brothers department store. He 
served as the store’s Christmas season 
spokesman on television and acted as 
Santa’s representative in the store.

Celebrations! Holiday Traditions in 
Cleveland runs now through January 
6th, Tuesday through Sunday 10am to 
5pm at the Cleveland History Center. 
Breakfast with Santa will be held on Sat-
urday, December 15th from 9am – noon. 

Additional information can be found 
at: www.wrhs.org/holiday-traditions-
start-here 

The Woodchopper’s Ball Sat-
urday, December 6th 

It’s time for the 18th annual Wood-
chopper’s Ball benefit for the Northeast 
Ohio Coalition for the Homeless at 
the Kent Stage. The lineup this year is: 
Muriel Anderson, Michael Kelsey, Mark 
Sganga, Christie Lenee, Kelly Zullo, Bill 
Russell, Jesse Smith, Suzi Brown and 
Brian Henke. Hal Walker will be our host 
and Master of Ceremonies.
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

Fri & Sat: 7:30-10:30 • Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30
Thurs, Dec 6: Tom Todd
Fri, Dec 7: Burnt Valves
Sat, Dec 8: Miles Beyond
Sun, Dec 9: Open mic w/Jimmy Ales
Thurs, Dec 13: Randall Coumos
Fri, Dec 14: Smack the Frog
Sat, Dec 15: Lost Sheep Band
Sun, Dec 16: Open mic w/Tom Todd
Thurs, Dec 20: Mitch Larson
Fri, Dec 21: Ernest T Band
Sat, Dec 22: The O'Needers
Sun, Dec 23: Open mic w/Randall Coumos
Thurs, Dec 27: Lyle Heath
Fri, Dec 28: Swamp Rattlers
Sat, Dec 29: The Facemyers (pre-NYs eve party)
Sun, Dec 30: Open mic w/Rick & Louie
Fri, Jan 4: Tyrone Blues Sensation (TBS)
Sat, Jan 5: Stone River Band
Sun, Jan 6: Open mic w/Mitch Larson

Only $299 Includes Garlic Bread
With purchase of beverage.
Dine-in only, please.

PASTA SUNDAY

& RESTAURANT& RESTAURANT

403 S. Broadway • Geneva
440.466.5560

Winery Hours:  Closed Monday • Tues-Thurs  3-9pm
Fri 3-Midnight;  Sat Noon-Midnight;  Sun Noon-9pm
Kitchen Hours: Closed Monday • Tues-Thurs 4-8pm
Fri 4-10pm; Sat Noon-10pm; Sun Noon-8pm

Enjoy Acoustic Thursdays!

JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY,
Open Mic Hosted by Mitch Larson

6-8pm • Stop in & show us your talent!

Burger of Month: Blue Moon Burger $10.99
Pizza of Month: Moody Blue Pizza $8.49
Beer of Month: Stella Artois $2.50

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Gift Card Holiday Special
Now thru Dec. 24th!
For every $50 purchased, 

received $10 in gift certificate
HOLIDAY HOURS:

Open Mon, Dec. 24, Noon-5pm (no kitchen)
Closed Tues, Dec. 25 • Merry Christmas!

Open Mon, Dec. 31, 3-9pm, kitchen 4-8pm
Closed Tues, Jan. 1 • Happy New Year 

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported

& Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile
Hours: Sun-Thurs: 11:30-8pm • Fri & Sat: 11:30-11pm

www.deersleapwine.com

Open 7-Days-a-Week 
for Lunch & DinnerDEER’S LEAP WINERY

Fri. 12/7 Thunder Creek
Sat. 12/8 Back When
Fri. 12/14 Full Circle
Sat 12/15 Ageless Band
Fri. 12/21 Rick Music
Sat. 12/22 Black Jack Gypsies
Fri. 12/28 Thunder Creek
Sat. 12/29 InCahootz
Mon. 12/31 New Year’s Eve w/Rick Music
Fri. 1/4 Thunder Creek
Sat 1/5 Lost Sheep
Fri 1/11 TBA
Sat. 1/12 Sam & Gary

DAILY SPECIALS FOR
THE LUNCH CROWD TOO!

SPECIALS CHANGE DAILY

Daily Specials!
SUNDAY: $1.00 off Wine Sample Trays
MONDAY: Quesadilla & Fajita Specials
TUESDAY: 2.00 off Gourmet Burgers
WEDNESDAY: Our famous BOGO Wings,
            and now ... BoGo Boneless Wings 
                with your favorite Wing Sauce!
THURSDAY: Create your own 
                      Pasta Dish or Grilled Pizza
FRIDAY NIGHT: Fish Fry
SATURDAY: Prime Rib Special

WE
DELIVER!

Sat, Dec. 15 • 8am-Noon
Breakfast with the Grinch!
Kids 2u Free, over two 5.99 • Adults 7.99 • Taking reservations

Live Bands
Fri & Sat! 

7-10

VCOOKING WITH WINE
Put these quick recipes together for holiday company & relax.

Red Wine Chocolate Cake
This moist, rich cake is great to make ahead for special occasions 

because its flavor improves the next day.
Ingredients

1½ cups all-purpose flour ¾ cup (2.7 oz) unsweetened cocoa powder
1 teaspoon baking soda ½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, softened
1¼ cups granulated sugar ½ cup brown sugar (preferably dark)
2 large eggs 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1¼ cups dry red wine
Preheat oven to 350 Grease a 12-cup bundt pan and set aside.
In a medium bowl sift flour, cocoa powder, baking soda, salt, and cin-

namon. Set aside.
In a mixer bowl fitted with the paddle attachment, beat together 

butter and sugar on medium-high speed for 3-4 minutes until light and 
fluffy. Beat in the eggs one at a time until combined. Scrape down the 
sides and bottom of the bowl as necessary. Beat in vanilla extract. On 
low speed, beat in (or fold by hand) the flour mixture in 3 additions, 
alternating it with the wine in 2 additions (starting and ending with the 
flour). Do not overmix.

Scrape the batter into the prepared pan and smooth the top. Bake 
for 45 minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the center comes out 
clean. Allow the cake to cool in the pan for 10 minutes on a wire rack, 
then turn it out and let it cool completely. Dust the cake with powdered 
sugar or drizzle chocolate ganache over the cake.

Store cake at room temperature in airtight container for up to 3 days. 
Cake can be frozen for up to 2 months.

Red Wine Crockpot Beef with Fingerling Potatoes
The most tender crockpot beef EVER! This easy beef dinner is 

unbelievably flavorful thanks to the red wine and lots of tender little 
fingerling potatoes make it an entire hands-off meal!
Cook Time 8 hours
Servings 6 -8 servings
Ingredients
1 - 2 lb beef round roast fat trimmed 1/2 cup white whole flour
1 tablespoon olive oil 1 lb fingerling potatoes
1 large onion large-diced 4 cloves garlic minced
3/4 cup red wine 1 cup beef broth
1 bay leaf 3 sprigs fresh thyme

Salt and pepper to taste
 Pat roast dry and season on both sides with salt and pepper. 

Dredge in flour and shake off excess. In a medium skillet over me-
dium high heat, sear roast in olive oil on both sides, 5-10 minutes 
until golden. Place in the bottom of a 4-qt slow cooker and arrange 
potatoes, onion, and garlic around it.

Pour wine and beef broth over roast and arrange bay leaf and 
thyme on top. Cook roast on low 6-8 hours until roast is fall-apart 
tender and vegetables are tender. Remove bay leaf and thyme and 
slice beef and serve with vegetables. Enjoy!
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Happy Hanukkah,
Happy Kwanzaa

and a
Happy New Year!
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4573 Rt. 307 East • Geneva
440.415.0661

LaurelloVineyards.com

A Place Where Old Friends Gather And New Friends Meet!

f f

f

Closed Monday & Tuesday
Wednesday: Noon-4...Cheese Boards & Wine only

Thursday: Noon-8 • Friday: Noon-9
Saturday: Noon-9 • Sunday: Noon-5

Closed Dec. 31 thru Feb. 12

(All 6-9pm unless otherwise noted)

Fri. 12/7 ............ Paul Christensen   
Sat. 12/8 ............ Matt Aurigema
Fri. 12/14 ......... Nathan Henry
Sat. 12/15 ......... Randall James 
                            Coumos
Fri. 12/21 ......... David Young
Sat. 12/22 ......... Nia Covington
Fri. 12/28 ......... Len Thomas
Sat. 12/29 ......... The Upbeats

Bring a date 
or bring a 
friend and

enjoy a great 
deal!

T.G.I.F. Dinner Deal for Two
Fridays 5-8:45pm

~2 Glasses Wine ( from selection)
~2 Small Side Salads
~1 Large Pizza (limit 3 toppings)
 ~2 Desserts
$30 Plus tax
& gratutity

Join us for our Annual
4-Course

Valentine's Day Dinner
Sat. Feb. 16th at 6pm

Call for reservations
440-415-0661

We will be closed Dec 31-Feb 12th
for our Annual Winter Break.  

Weekend Music 2-5pm
Sat. 12/8 - Susan Hagan

Sun. 12/9 - Mitch Larson

Sat. 12/15 Andrew Bonnis

Thu. 12/20 - Thomas Reed Smith
                      5-8 pm

Sat. 12/22 - Face Value Duo

Sun. 12/23 – Silver String Band

Sat. 12/29 – Mitch Larson

Sun. 12/30 – Thomas Reed Smith
www.hundleycellars.com

Kitchen opens at Noon and closes 30 minutes
before the whole joint shuts down for the night.

Uncork, Unwind & Enjoy the Music!

6451 SR 307
Harpersfield, Ohio

440-361-3088
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Cat
Lilly

For Bookings call
440-466-4623 or 440-417-4199

 Fri. Dec. 7th
5:30-8:30
Luisa's Christmas
Party & Sing-a-long    

Sat. Dec. 15th • 1:00-5:00
Earth's Natural Treasures
1/2 Price Clothing Sale    

Sat. Dec. 22nd • 7-10
Dublin Down w/ Dick Dana

Fri. Dec. 28th • 7:30-10:30
Old Mill Winery 
w/Swamp Rattlers
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Cleveland
Blues Society

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE
FOR ALL

THE LATEST
HAPPENINGS

IN CLEVELAND
BLUES!

NEW
MEMBERS
WELCOME!

Richmond Trolley, Limousine & Transportation

Leave the Driving to Us!

2423 Deerfield Dr. • Ashtabula • 440-964-9403
www.richmondtrolleyandlimo.com

Affordable and Trustworthy • Diverse Fleet of Vehicles
Jolly Trolley, White Stretch Limousine, Limousine Party Bus, 

Wheelchair Accessible Van, and other vans to accommodate parties 
from small to large, simple to elaborate.

If you haven't experienced Richmond Trolley & Limousine 
service yet, give us a try for any event and ENJOY the ride!

Our professional, chauffeurs will take the utmost care of 
you and your party throughout your trip. Just relax and 
leave the driving to us. Our punctual pick-up and drop-off 
service is available early morning to mid-night or even later.

Strike-a-Pose Photo Booth Rentals is our sister company. 
Rent our photo booth for weddings, birthday parties, 

corporate event, or just for the fun of it! Check out our 
website at www.strike-a-pose-now.com for details.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR TRIP!
• Wine Hops
• Proms
• Weddings
• Sporting Events
• Covered Bridge Tours
• Concerts
• Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
• Corporate Events

HEATED STORAGE OHIO
CARS – BOATS – TRUCKS – RVS – JET SKIS – ATVS – ETC.

199 Gateway Avenue • Conneaut, Ohio

440-63-STORE 
NEW ROOF

2017!

www.HEATEDSTORAGEOHIO.COM

Don’t haul it...
                ...Heat it!

True Stories & Outrageous 
Lies Bob Frank 
CD Release Event Friday, Dec 21 at 
Bop Stop

You may know Bob Frank as the front 
man for Blue Lunch, the swingin’ little 
big band from Cleveland. Or as one of 
the founders of the Cleveland Blues So-
ciety, where he currently serves as Board 
Member and Director of the Educational 
and Historical Committee. (Bob is the 
“keeper of the keys” when it comes to 
local blues history.) You may have caught 
him around town playing duo with 
Walkin’ Cane (Austin Charanghat), harp 
player extraordinaire David Krauss, or 

songstress Mary Bridget Davies. He’s a 
busy guy.  

Bob spent eighteen years as leader of 
the Hotfoot Quartet, touring throughout 
North America and recording several al-
bums. As a sideman, he has worked with 
Robert Lockwood, Wallace Coleman, 
fiddler Howard Armstrong, the Falls City 
Ramblers, and British bluesman Long 
John Baldry. Bob has found a way to pass 
along his astounding knowledge of old-
time country, blues, and bluegrass music, 
by working with “Young Audiences,” 
performing traditional American music 
assembly programs for children. He has 
done over 3000 of these programs in 
schools throughout the United States.

After a lifetime in traditional music as 
a performer, producer, writer, educator 
& journalist, Bob Frank steps out with 
his first solo recording of original music. 
Frank’s prior recordings include eight 
CDs with the Blue Lunch band, three 
bluegrass albums with the Hotfoot Quar-
tet, and many recordings and sessions 
with other groups. As a performer and 
artist, Frank has a lot to say.

True Stories and Outrageous Lies, 
released by Rip Cat Records, contains 
eleven tracks of first-rate guitar pick-
ing in a wide variety of styles, from 
Piedmont (“Stavin’ Chain”) to slide (the 
pensive “Blues on 9/11”) to country 
bluegrass (“Come On Baby & Ride with 
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Me”). Frank shows off his song-writing 
skills on the CD, with a wicked sense 
of humor (“Chinese Knock-off”, “High 
Maintenance Woman”, and “I’m So 
Damn Lazy”). “Dead Man’s Curve” is 
an ode to Cleveland’s famous landmark 
traffic nightmare. A stand-out “People 
Don’t Change” taps into Frank’s senti-
mental side, an honest love song with 
almost a Country Pop/ Tex-Mex feel to 
it. The closer, the whimsical “Lucky So 
Far” features a full horn section. Bob 
Frank is a confident, versatile player, 
with a firm grip on traditional American 
music. He is backed up by a stellar list of 
Cleveland’s finest, making True Stories 
and Outrageous Lies a worthy effort.

A CD Release Event for Frank’s first 
solo disc is planned for Friday, De-
cember 21st, at the Bop Stop (2920 
Detroit Ave, Cleveland, OH 44113). Ad-
mission is $15. The party starts at 7:30 
pm and features special guests: 

Bill Watson (Numbers Band, Ra-
chael Brown) - bass & tuba

John Adams (Cleveland Indians) - 
bass drum

David Krause (Tiny Alice, Blue 
Drivers) - harmonica

Ray McNeice & Nancy Redd - poetry 
& vocals
TRACK LISTING
1) Low Down Dirty Ways
2) Married Woman Blues
3) Chinese Knock-off
4) People Don’t Change
5) Come On Baby and Ride With Me
6) Blues On 9-11
7) I’m so Damn Lazy
8) High Maintenance Woman
9) Stavin’ Chain
10) Dead Man’s Curve
11) Lucky so Far
ARTISTS:
Bob Frank: Vocals, Guitar, Mandolin, 
Harmonica.
Jen Maurer: Vocals (5)
Ray DeForest: Upright Bass (5)
Mike Balas: Electric Guitar (4)
Ron Jarvis: Electric Bass (4)
Eddie Mars: Piano (4)
Rodney Reisman: Drums (4)
Bill Watson: Upright Bass (10) Tuba 
(7,10,11)
Norman Tischler: Clarinet (11)
Chris Burge: Alto Sax (11)
Bob Michael: Trombone (11)
Mike Rubin: Trumpet (11)

Available on: iTunes, Amazon.com, 
www.ripcatrecords.com, and fine record 

Bitten By the Blues
The Alligator Records Story
Bruce Iglauer

It started with the searing sound 
of a slide careening up the neck of an 
electric guitar. In 1970, 23-year-old 
Bruce Iglauer walked into Florence’s 
Lounge, in the heart of Chicago’s South 
Side, and was overwhelmed by the joy-
ous, raw Chicago blues of Hound Dog 
Taylor and the HouseRockers. A year 
later, Iglauer produced Hound Dog’s 
debut album in eight hours and pressed 
a thousand copies, the most he could 
afford. From that one album grew Al-
ligator Records, the largest independent 
blues record label in the world.

Bitten by the Blues is Iglauer’s memoir 
of a life immersed in the blues - and the 
business of the blues. No one person 
was present at the creation of more 
great contemporary blues music than 
Iglauer: he produced albums by Koko 
Taylor, Albert Collins, Professor Long-
hair, Johnny Winter, Lonnie Mack, Son 
Seals, Roy Buchanan, Shemekia Cope-
land, and many other major figures. In 
this book, Iglauer takes us behind the 

scenes, offering unforgettable stories of 
those charismatic musicians and classic 
sessions, delivering an intimate and un-
varnished look at what it’s like to work 
with the greats of the blues. It’s a vivid 
portrait of some of the extraordinary 
musicians and larger-than-life person-
alities who brought America’s music to 
life in the clubs of Chicago’s South and 
West Sides. Bitten by the Blues is also an 
expansive history of a half century of 
blues in Chicago and around the world, 
tracing the blues recording business 
through massive transitions, from a 
genre of music originally created by and 
for black southerners, then adapted by 
an influx of white fans and musicians, 
and finding a worldwide audience.

According to Iglauer: “We wanted to 
paint vivid pictures of the charismatic 
blues immortals that I knew so well, like 
Hound Dog Taylor, Son Seals, Koko Tay-
lor and Albert Collins, as well as to give 
insight into the creative process of plan-
ning and recording some of their classic 
albums. And we wanted to give the 
readers a close-up look at the exciting 
and visionary artists who are carrying 
the Alligator tradition into the future, 

like Marcia Ball, Shemekia Copeland, 
Selwyn Birchwood and Toronzo Cannon. 
It’s also an insider’s look at how the in-
dependent record business has changed 
over the last 50 years, and how those 
changes have impacted the artists who 
create the music.”

Lauren Salas, Senior Promotions 
Manager with The University of Chi-
cago Press, says: “Bitten By The Blues is 
the story of an iconic company and its 
relentless founder…it’s the story of the 
blues business, of building a company 
based on a passion for the blues, and 
the highs and lows of running an indie 
label. It’s the story of blues in Chicago 
and around the world.”

Most of the smoky bars and packed 
clubs that fostered the Chicago blues 
scene have long since disappeared. But 
their soul lives on, and so does their 
sound. As real and audacious as the 
music that shaped it, Bitten by the Blues 
is a raucous journey through the world 
of Genuine Houserockin’ Music. This 
book would make a great Christmas gift! 
(Available from amazon in hard cover or 
kindle version.)

stores near you.
Bob Frank and Blue Lunch will be 

doing a pre-New Year’s Eve party on 
Saturday, December 29th at Harpers-
field Vineyards!! What a great way to 
welcome in the New Year!!
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Call me at (440) 417-2475 or find me on Facebook 

Jim Ales
Acoustic Fun! EVERY TUESDAY...Grand River Manor

Wing Night Live! • OPEN MIC 7-10
Sat. Dec. 8 ............ Benny Vino  7-10 
Sun. Dec. 9 ............ Old Mill Winery - Open Mic 4:30- 7:30
Thurs. Dec. 13 ...... Benny Vino  4-7 
Sun. Dec. 16 ......... Winery at Spring Hill  2:30-5:30
Sat. Dec. 22 ............ Callaway’s in Madison  7:30-10:30

GRAND RIVER
MANOR

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.
Geneva • 440-466-9229
www.grandrivermanor.com

ATM
NETWORK Mastercard

®
®VISA

Watch NFL Football and MLB playoff games on our Big Screen!

A
LL

 R
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AD
S & TRAILS LEAD TO THE  

FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

SNOWMOBILERS WELCOME!
TRAILER PARKING

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

FRIDAYS AT 8pm....QUEEN OF HEARTS DRAWING 100% WINNINGS IF PRESENT!

TUESDAY WING NIGHT
50¢JUMBO WINGS & 55¢ BONELESS WINGS

OPEN MIC WITH JIMMY ALES • 7PM

Thursday, Dec 20 • 7pm Monday, Dec. 31 • 9-1a

Christmas
Party

DJ & Karaoke
Buffet & Gifts!

New Year’s
Eve Party
DJ Rob
Party Favors &
Buffet • Champagne
to welcome 2019!

Continued from page 9 V
Happy Xmas
Eric Clapton

Eric Clapton’s first Christmas al-
bum ever, Happy Xmas, is out, just in 
time for the annual festivities! (In fact, 
this is Clapton’s first official album 
since 2016’s I Still Do, and he does not 
disappoint!) The guitarist last re-
leased his Life in 12 Bars documentary 
soundtrack, featuring his career high-
lights and unreleased songs, in July.

If you are expecting the standard 
Christmas CD of the same 10 - 12 

songs that everybody else does in the 
exact same way, this CD isn’t for you. 
If you are looking for a new interpreta-
tion of some standards with a bluesy 
bent, and some newer or lesser known 
Christmas songs, this IS the CD for 
you!

“I had in my head that these holiday 
songs could be done with a slight blues 
tinge, and I started to figure out how 
to play the blues lines in between the 
vocals,” Clapton told Billboard maga-
zine.” “I got it down and one of the 
most identifiable songs on the album, 
the one that became the foundational 
style, is Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas.”

The 73-year-old iconic singer/gui-
tarist, whose voice is a bit weathered 
but guitar play is still strong, has an 
emotional investment in “Holiday 
Xmas.” The 14-track release boasts 
popular seasonal favorites alongside 
lesser-known Christmas songs. Ol’ 
Slowhand settles into a comfortably 
familiar blues-rock zone for vibrant 
takes on “White Christmas,” “Merry 
Christmas Baby,” and “Christmas in My 
Hometown.”  

A highlight of the album is the note-

worthy Clapton-penned original, “For 
Love on Christmas Day,” where Clapton 
sings lines like, “Snow on the sidewalk, 
it’s cold inside my heart … I’m dying 
for love on Christmas Day,” as well as 
“Christmas Tears,” where he finds his 
groove for his best guitar work. On the 
flipside, he taps into upbeat energy for 
the endearing “It’s Christmas” and the 
swampy romp “Lonesome Christmas.” 

One surprise on the album: Clapton 
dedicated his reading of Jingle Bells to 
the memory of Swedish DJ Avicii, who 
died earlier this year of an apparent 
suicide. It is a mind-bender, a dramatic 
six-minute, mostly instrumental spin 
through electronic dance music, where 
Clapton’s guitar meshes into a rolling 
synthetic swirl. Clapton co-produced 
the new album with Simon Climie 
and the guitarist also sketched the 
album cover featuring Clapton dressed 
as Santa Claus.

Footnote: “Happy Christmas” is the tra-
ditional Christmas greeting used in Great 
Britain. The word “merry” is not com-
monly used - it’s reserved there mainly for 
a state of happy mild intoxication. There-
fore, the greeting ‘Happy Christmas’ actu-
ally makes more sense.
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GRAND RIVER
MANOR

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.
Geneva • 440-466-9229
www.grandrivermanor.com
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®
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TUESDAY WING NIGHT
50¢JUMBO WINGS & 55¢ BONELESS WINGS

OPEN MIC WITH JIMMY ALES • 7PM
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Christmas
Party
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New Year’s
Eve Party
DJ Rob
Party Favors &
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to welcome 2019!

Continued on page 12

Elton John Farewell Yellow Brick Road
English piano man 

Elton John claims 
his ongoing Farewell 
Yellow Brick Road tour 
will be his last. The 
flamboyant music 
man from Middlesex 
loves performing, but 
at 71 he’s past the age 
of most retirees and 
wants to spend more 
time with his family. 

Hey, no one can ar-
gue that the Grammy 
(and Oscar) winner 
hasn’t earned the 
downtime.

John’s unforgettable November 3rd 
set at Quicken Loans Arena reminded 
Ohioans just how much they’ll miss 
“Reg,” at least until his next (and prob-
ably final) show here (November 12, 
2019). But the Saturday-night soiree was 
mostly a celebration of an extraordinary, 
hit-laden career.

John endured a few ups and downs 
over the decades, but he’s scored at least 
one Top 40 hit for every year he’s been 
active. And he’s one of the few entertain-
ers to chart multiple albums and singles 
across five decades. His charm, self-
deprecating humor, high-profile friend-
ships (with Lady Diana Spencer and Ryan 
White, for example), and philanthropy 
have endeared him to the public almost 
as much as his pretty piano pieces and 
rowdy rock hits.

John played most of those anthems 
(as heard on Greatest Hits: 1970-2002, 
Rocket Man: Definitive Hits, or the more 
recent Diamonds box set) for his Cleve-
land constituents, making for a splendid 
survey of one of pop’s most remarkable 
careers. Clad in a black sport coat, with 
rhinestone-studded cuffs and panther-
bedazzled back, Elton opened with a 
jumpy “Bennie and the Jets,” rolled 
through a deliciously debauched “All 
the Girls Love Alice,” then barreled into 
the honky-tonkish “I Guess That’s Why 
They Call It the Blues,” while seated at a 
Yamaha grand piano at stage right. Later, 
said piano—and its player—went trawl-
ing across the stage via conveyer belt, 

216-513-0529 for bookings
Facebook.com/MitchLarsonAcousticMusic 

MITCH LARSON

Open Mic at
Old Mill Winery

6-8 Every Wednesday!

Sunday, 12/9
Hundley Cellars • 2-5 pm

Thursday, 12/20
Acoustic Thursday • 6-8 pm

Old Mill Winery 

Saturday, 12/29
Hundley Cellars

2-5 pm

4618 Main Avenue • Ashtabula
440-992-3013 • www.dublindown.pub
Hours: Kitchen open Mon-Sat 11am-10pm 

Bar open til 11 Mon-Thurs & Midnite Fri & Sat
Closed Sunday.

Best Homemade
Soups In Town! 

WEDNESDAYS...Open Mic Night...
It’s HOT, HOT, HOT with local talent 
hosted by Mike Brown! 7-10pm 
THURSDAY...Stromboli Night!

 LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!

Dec. 8th Rhythm Connection
Dec. 14th Simply Us
Dec. 15th Jim Fuller, The Piano Man
Dec. 22nd Cat Lilly & Dick Dana 
Dec. 29th Suggested Remedy Karaoke

‘Meet You On Main’ 
Now Serving

HOT & TASTY
WOOD FIRE

PIZZAS!
Wed-Sat • 5pm-Close

Call Today To Book Your

HOLIDAY
Christmas Party!

440-992-3013

7-10pm

Fri. Dec. 7
Winery at Spring Hill 

7:30-10:30

Sat. Dec. 15
Old Mill Winery
7:30-10:30 

Sat. Jan. 5
Deer's Leap

7-10:00

LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

V■■■ By Pete Roche

CONCERT REVIEW

giving folks seated on 
the opposite side of 
the arena a closer look.

Early on, “Tiny 
Dancer” had everyone 
singing along. Elton 
dusted off 1970 entry 
“Border Song (Holy 
Moses),” an homage 
to the late Aretha 
Franklin. “When you’re 
a new songwriter, 
anybody recording 
your song can be fan-
tastic,” beamed Elton. 
“It could’ve been The 
Chipmunks…but it 

was Aretha!” The tune was presented with 
a slideshow of photos of African-Ameri-
can icons like Rosa Parks and Muhammad 
Ali, projected onto the bodies of younger 
people. Up-tempo “Philadelphia Freedom” 
arrived with a big-screen clip of ethni-
cally-diverse dancers contorting their 
colorfully-clad bodies to the beats. 

Misty-eyed requiem “Candle in the 
Wind” featured a montage of a cavorting 
Marilyn Monroe. “Rocket Man” came with 
a launch countdown, followed by eye-
popping images of the cosmos. “Someone 
Saved My Life Tonight” featured a psy-
chedelic cartoon animation of Elton (circa 
1975) tripping down a hallucinogenic 
rabbit hole. A keyboard cam gave folks a 
rare glimpse at the Too Low for Zero titan’s 
fluid handiwork. 

Elton stayed at the piano most of the 
night, notwithstanding a few bows and 
waves to the audience, so the big screen 
(and satellite side screens) provided 
plenty of eye candy in lieu of the danc-
ers one might find at similar “spectacle” 
shows (Cher, Pink, Britney Spears). But 
John appeared to be having a genuinely 
good time: He ended every other number 
by lifting the piano lid an inch or two, 
then slamming it back down for emphasis. 

The Captain Fantastic composer took 
time to honor his longtime lyric-writing 
partner, Bernie Taupin, and to reflect 
upon their fruitful, and ridiculously lucra-
tive, relationship. He even described their 
songwriting process: “Bernie gives me the 
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OHIO STATE BUCKEYES
Play Saturdays

on 107.5FM The Fox
Facebook.com/WFXJTheFox

lyrics on a piece of paper. I take them into 
another room and read them through, 
and a movie comes into my head. I imag-
ine what genre it might be, what mood, 
what tempo.”

For some songs—like the elegiac “In-
dian Sunset,” multi-suite “Funeral for a 
Friend / Love Lies Bleeding,” and gospel-
tinged “Burn Down the Mission”—the 
music did take on a cinematic, larger-than-
life grandeur. Other tunes were truncated 
for length. John recalled how he “unwit-
tingly created an enigma” when he struck 
the final lines to “Daniel’s Song,” because 
those were the lines that explained what 
the earlier verses were all about. 

John reflected on how sobriety enabled 
him to improve himself—then others—in 
the 1990s by establishing a charity for the 
research and treatment of HIV / AIDS. 
He said the rousing song “Believe” (from 
1994’s Made in England) spoke to that op-
timism: “I’ve seen the extraordinary heal-
ing power of compassion and love. When 
you see something like 9/11 happen, 
people just come together. They don’t care 
what political party you are, or what color 
or religion you are. They come together.” 

Sir Elton’s impeccable band included 
longtime lead guitarist Davey Johnstone, 
who rocked out on assorted Les Pauls, and 

dynamic drummer Nigel Olssen. Percus-
sionist Ray Cooper, who looks the same as 
he did on the 1992 video for Eric Clap-
ton’s Unplugged, thumped congas with his 
palms, whacked cymbals with a mallet, 
and peeled some tubular bells with a ham-
mer. He even got a bit of a solo spotlight 
during “Indian Sunset,” and brought a lot 
of bonhomie to the incandescent outro 
jam on “Levon.”  

Bassist Matt Bissonnette (David Lee 
Roth, Joe Satriani) looks more like a jazz 
man now than the mulleted metal head 
he once was, but he supplied the requisite 
bottom end on a gilded five-string. Kim 
Bullard (Poco, Cheap Trick) furnished 
string, horn, and woodwind textures on 
a Kurzweil keyboard, while percussion-
ist John Mahon added tambourine and 
vibra-slap for punctuation.

Second half highlights included “Sad 
Songs (Say So Much),” “Don’t Let the 
Sun Go Down on Me,” “I’m Still Stand-
ing,” “The Bitch is Back,” and “Crocodile 
Rock.” By this point, Elton had changed 
from his black suit into a red and white-
checked ensemble, and a different pair of 
bejeweled sunglasses. After feisty finale 
“Saturday Night’s Alright for Fighting,” he 
emerged from the confetti in a resplen-
dent bathrobe—concealing an equally 
audacious tracksuit, in which the more 
comfortable Elton performed the lovely 
encore ballad “Your Song” and melanchol-
ic sign-off “Goodbye Yellow Brick Road.”

The 1994 Rock and Roll Hall of Famer 
treated the gig like his last, but we’re 
already looking forward to next year. The 
sun isn’t going down on Elton just yet. 

The man who gave Disney its Lion King 
anthems (“Circle of Life,” “Can You Feel 
the Love Tonight”) and scored Billy Elliott 
and Aida (with Tim Rice) thanked fans for 
supporting him over the years by buy-
ing up his LPs, CDs, and DVDs—to the 
tune of 300 million sold. “I want to thank 
you for buying the concert tickets,” John 
stressed. “It’s playing for other human be-
ings that I love the most, and getting that 
response. And the response in Cleveland 
has always been wonderful.”  
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Come for the Food ... Stay for the Entertainment

6884 North Ridge Road (Rt. 20) • 440.428.9926

PARTY
ROOM

AVAILABLE!

 

PARTY
ROOM

AVAILABLE!

Tickets only $5 in advance and $7 at the door!
Reservations are strongly recommended.

Sat. Dec. 8th • 8pm
Comedy Night with
Tony Kordenbrock

Tony has spent the most recent 
years of his life touring the Midwest. 
He has been featured at Dangerfield's 
in New York City and has won several comedy 
competitions. With a neighborly disposition and a 
down to earth perspective his hilarious stories and 
experiences are sure to bring a smile to your face.

Taking
New Year’s
Eve dinner
reservations.
Serving
Lobster,
Prime Rib,
Pork Chops,
Shrimp and
much more!

Continued on page 14

5504 Lake Road East • On the Strip
Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio • (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1am
Open at 7am for Breakfast and cooking until 11:30pm! 

Most items available for take-out, too!

Email: BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

Daily Food
Specials!

Two Facebook Pages: HighTide Tavern and Betty's HighTide Fun

MON: Half Price on Select Appetizers
TUE: Wing Night
WED: 2 Tiders or Hot Dogs & Onion Rings or Fries
THUR: Taco Night

DJ/VJ/KARAOKE Every Friday & Saturday starting @ 8pm
Or Immediately After The Band Until 12:30am

SEND US AN EMAIL TO RECEIVE OUR MAILINGS!

VisitGenevaOnTheLake.com & VisitAshtabulaCounty.com

You Can
Help!

$5 Lunch
Sandwich Special

M-F 11:30-1:30

Happy Hour DAILY 1pm-7pm
$1.75 Domestic Bottles & Well Shots 

(Holidays Excluded)

Every year we adopt 3 local families for Christmas.
Donate non-perishable food items, gifts and cash.

ACCEPTING 
CHRISTMAS
DONATIONS
thru Dec. 21st

GIFT &
FOOD DRIVE

PARTY!
SAT. DEC.

15TH!

Imagine 9 of the best guitarists you 
have ever seen, 3 on stage at a time 
playing “round robin” style, each taking 
a turn playing a song till everyone has 
played a total of 4 songs each. Everyone 
surrounded by their peers, playing their 
very best songs to the very best of their 
abilities....The fun on stage is infectious 
and everyone in the intimate 650 the-
ater is a part of it all.....

The Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless is a great cause and the con-
cert is simply amazing fun. Kent Stage 
is located at 175 East Main Street, Kent 
Ohio 44240 are on sale at www.thekent-
stage.com   Tickets are $30 advance and 
$34 day of show. All seats reserved.

Todd Rundgren Announces 
“The Individualist” World Tour
May 5 & 6 Ohio Theatre At 
Playhouse Square

Current 
Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame 
nominee Todd 
Rundgren will 
be embarking 
on the world’s 
first hybrid 
concert/book 
tour this 
spring, high-
lighting both 
his hits as 
well as “deep 
tracks” spanning his 50-year career.

Produced by Live Nation and present-
ed by SiriusXM, the North American 
leg of the tour starts in Atlanta, GA and 
hits major markets before wrapping in 
San Francisco, CA. The North American 
dates will be preceded by dates in Eu-
rope/UK and followed by dates in Japan. 

Rundgren’s long-awaited autobiog-
raphy, The Individualist: digressions, 
dreams and dissertations, is being 
released by Cleopatra Press on Decem-
ber 21, documenting his life through his 
50th birthday. The concert set list will 
mirror that time period, consisting of 
song selections from the inception of 
his musical career through 1996, with 
intros & stories behind the songs and 
Rundgren’s impressive career.

He will be playing back-to-back shows 
in the ten North American markets in 
order to be available for books signings 
and local TV and radio appearances 
on the second show day in each city. 

Tickets go on sale Monday, December 
10 at 10AM Local Time. Two-day ticket 
packages, along with single-day tickets, 
will be available in each market.
www.livenation.com 

Michael Stanley & The Reso-
nators Saturday, March 2 
Akron Civic Theater

$1 of every ticket sold will benefit the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Education 
Activities

Northeast Ohio’s favorite son, Michael 
Stanley, and his band The Resonators will 
bring the sound of the heartland to the 
Akron Civic Theater on Saturday, March 
2nd. Fans can purchase tickets beginning 
Friday December 7 at 10 a.m.

The people of Cleveland do not de-
scribe Michael Stanley just as a rock star, 
media personality, or musician– he is 
a living legend. His career has spanned 
over 30 years including over 30 record 
releases and hundreds of concerts!

In 1974 he formed the Michael Stanley 
Band with singer-songwriter and guitar-
ist Jonah Koslen, former Glass Harp 
bassist Daniel Pecchio and drummer 
Tommy Dobeck. From the mid 1970s to 
the mid 1980s, the Michael Stanley Band 
enjoyed a strong and fiercely loyal follow-
ing, touring with superstar bands of that 
period (including Bruce Springsteen, The 
Eagles, Foreigner and the Doobie Broth-
ers). They enjoyed several Top 20 and Top 
30 hits, among them “He Can’t Love You” 
and “My Town.” The group disbanded in 
the late 1980s. Stanley embarked on a 
successful TV career, eventually landing 
a gig as the popular afternoon drive time 
DJ at Cleveland’s WNCX.

He resumed his musical pursuits in the 
2000s, and since then has maintained an 
amazing schedule, juggling live perfor-
mances, brilliant solo records and his 
radio job. All of this has happened while 
the veteran musician has dealt with sev-
eral major health challenges.

In August of 1982, The Michael 
Stanley Band, set an attendance record 
of 74,404, during four sold out perfor-
mances at Blossom Music Center and 
that record still stands today.

Reserved Seats: $63.50/$50.50/$38.50 
on Sale Friday, December 7th  AT 10 
A.M. Fans can purchase at the Akron 
Civic Theater Box Office (Mon thru Fri 
10a-4p, LiveNation.com, and Ticketmas-
ter.com
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Donna The Buffalo’s Dance 
in the Street On The Charts 
and coming to Music Box

Donna The Buffalo offers everything 
you want in a roots band -- songs that 
matter, a groove that makes you dance, 
an audience that spans generations, 
and a musical voice that evokes a sense 
of community. On November 9th, the 
Americana dance band released Dance 
in the Street, their first new album in 
five years, capturing the dynamic energy 
that has earned the band the love and 
respect of their fans, “the Herd”, for 
thirty years. The band is proud to an-
nounce that Dance in the Street has 
landed on the Billboard charts! The be-
loved roots band held #9 on Billboard’s 
“Up & Coming Musicians” chart and 

#31 on the “Independent Albums” chart. 
They also debuted at #46 on the Ameri-
cana Radio Chart! Since the release of the 
album, Donna the Buffalo has garnered 
impressive reviews. 

Donna The Buffalo is well known for 
their lyrics about human potential and 
community. Throughout Dance in the 
Street, Jeb Puryear and Tara Nevins, the 
band’s co-founders, share songs of social 
commentary and self-empowerment. 
“We feel the album provides an enjoy-
able ride between the general and the 
personal, from both male and female 
perspectives,” says Puryear. 

 Donna The Buffalo joined forces 
with legendary Producer/ Engineer 
Rob Fraboni to record Dance in the 
Street at Sonic Ranch Studio in El Paso, 
Texas. Best known as producer of The 
Last Waltz soundtrack, Fraboni is also 
acclaimed for his work with Bob Dylan, 
The Band, Eric Clapton, and The Rolling 
Stones. Fraboni set out to capture the 
essence of Donna The Buffalo’s live per-
formances on a studio record. He had the 
band record in a circle directly to tape. 
Dance in the Street is a fully analog re-
cording all the way to vinyl. The track list 
alternates in his-and-hers fashion; even 
so, Nevins believes the album makes a 
cohesive statement. “We think of it as 

painting a picture and I like the picture 
that we’ve painted with this record,” she 
says. 

Donna The Buffalo is not just a band, 
rather one might say that Donna The 
Buffalo has become a lifestyle for its 
members and audiences. The band has 
played thousands of shows and countless 
festivals including Bonnaroo, Newport 
Folk Festival, Telluride, Austin City 
Limits Festival, MerleFest, and Philadel-
phia Folk Festival. At several festivals 
Donna The Buffalo has become the house 
band for closing the events by backing 
up artists including The Avett Brothers, 
Keller Williams, Zac Brown, Bela Fleck, 
John Paul Jones, and Chris Thile. They’ve 
opened for The Dead and have toured 
with Peter Rowan, Del McCoury, Los Lo-
bos, Little Feat, Jim Lauderdale, Rusted 
Root, and Railroad Earth to name a few. 
They also toured with Ben & Jerry’s co-
founder Ben Cohen to help raise aware-
ness about increased corporate spending 
in politics. In 1991, the band started the 
Finger Lakes Grassroots Festival in Tru-
mansburg, NY. The four day festival has 
become an annual destination for over 
15,000 music lovers every year and was 
started as an AIDS benefit. It continues 
as a benefit for arts and education. To 
date, the event has raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and is now one of 
three Grassroots Festivals; the Bi-annual 
Shakori Hills fest in North Carolina and 
Virginia Key festival in Florida. In 2016 
GrassRoots Culture Camp was intro-
duced in Trumansburg, New York as four 
days of music, art, dance and movement 
workshops, including nightly dinners 
and dances.  

“Successes? We have certainly tried 
to make a difference in the world, try-
ing to inspire ourselves and others to 
treat their lives as a work of art, and our 
collective destiny as something that we 
are creating, not just something we are 
subject to. And at the same time we’re 
having a blast, who wouldn’t want to ride 
around on a bus playing music with their 
friends?” Puryear added.

The most loyal fans in the Herd are 
always eager to accept a call to action. 
Last year Donna The Buffalo started a 
crowdfunding campaign to buy a new 
tour bus; within three weeks, they had 
raised $90,000. “You can imagine how 
validating that felt for us,” Nevins says, 
still overwhelmed at the generosity. 

By creating a bridge between genera-
tions, Donna The Buffalo attracts one 
of the broadest demographics on the 
festival circuit. When Nevins encounters 

young women in the autograph line, she 
likes to write “Girl Power!” She’s proud 
to see them looking up at the stage and 
watching a female musician really getting 
down, comprehending that they could 
do the same thing one day. In addition, 
Puryear has noted that Vietnam veter-
ans have gravitated to the band. During 
a songwriting workshop, Puryear sang 
“Killing A Man,” which examines the 
complicated psychological ramifications 
of ending another person’s life. He felt 
uncertain about recording it, he says, un-
til a veteran came up and asked him how 
he got those emotions exactly right. 

Dance in the Street closes with “I Be-
lieve,” a song with a message of support. 
From the stage, Nevins often hears men 
and women singing it with her. “I think 
our message is encouraging. It’s some-
thing for people to latch onto,” she says. 
“And what an awesome sound and feeling 
to hear an audience en masse singing 
your song with you.” 

Donna The Buffalo draws on a lot of 
musical influences, from country and 
rock ‘n’ roll, to bluegrass and old-time 
fiddle, as well as Cajun and Zydeco. In 
many ways, they were Americana before 
the term was ever coined. The common 
thread? Songs of the human spirit and an 
incredibly tight relationship with their 
fans.
Donna The Buffalo will be at Music Box 
Supper Club -- Cleveland, January 18, 2019

Pat Metheny’s Side Eye 
Coming to The Kent Stage 
in Sat. March 23rd @ 8 pm

New project highlights up and coming 
musicians

Metheny first burst onto the inter-
national jazz scene in 1974. Over the 
course of his three-year stint with vi-
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• CBD Products now available!
• Whole Foods 
• Vitamins, Teas, Snacks, 
• Wraps & Sandwiches
• Salads & Smoothies
• Jewelry & Unique Clothing
• Lucky Bamboo & More!

Organic Gluten-free/Dairy-Free Groceries

Earth’s Natural Treasures too...
56 S. Broadway • Geneva

440-466-4368

www.EarthsNaturalTreasures.com
ENTreasures@live.com

Hours: Mon-Weds 10am-6pm • Thurs - Sat 10am-7pm • Sun. 10am-5pm

OPEN
YEAR

ROUND!
ACCEPTING

EBT!

FRI. DEC. 7th
CHRISTMAS PARTY & PARADE

SAT. DEC. 15th
ANNUAL HALF-PRICE CLOTHING SALE!

INSPIRED BY NATURE.
INTERPRETED THRU IMAGINATION.

Clyde Hill
Creative Works

764 South County Line Road
Harpersfield

(440) 466-0702 by appt.

Visit Our Showroom

Available at Rees' Corner,
Geneva

Wit & Whimsy, Madison

VWHAT’S ON THE SHELF
Great Reads for Music Lovers
Queen: Album by Album 

A thought-
fully curated 
and gloriously 
illustrated 
retrospective 
of the band’s 
studio releases, 
Queen, comes 
just in time 
for the 45th 
anniversary of 
their debut LP 
and biopic.

Formed in 1970, Queen went on to 
become one of the most popular—and 
most successful—rock bands of all 
time. Even following the untimely 
death of beloved and magnetic front-
man Freddie Mercury, and nearly 50 
years after their formation, interest 
in the band has continued, evidenced 
by scores of reissues, arena tours with 
surviving members, and a feature-film 
biopic.

In this new installment in Voyageur 
Press’s Album by Album series, rock 
journo Martin Popoff convenes a cast 
of 19 Queen experts and super fans 
to discuss all 15 of the band’s studio 
albums (including their soundtrack for 
the 1980 film Flash Gordon). Panelists 
include Queen experts, rock journalists, 
musicians, and record industry figures. 
The results are freewheeling discus-
sions delving into the individual songs, 
the circumstances that surrounded the 
recording of each album, the band and 
contemporary rock contexts into which 
they were released, and more.

The engaging text of this beautifully 
designed book is illustrated throughout 
with rare live performance and candid 
offstage photography, as well as scads 
of rare Queen ephemera.

The Album by Album series is a 
unique approach to the rock bio, inject-
ing the varied voices of several contrib-
utors. The results have even the most 
diehard fans rushing back to their MP3 
players (or turntables) to confirm the 
details and opinions expressed!

Imagine John Yoko
Personally 

compiled and 
curated by 
Yoko Ono, 
Imagine John 
Yoko is the 
definitive 
inside story-
told in revela-
tory detail-of 
the making of 
the legendary 
album and all 
that surround-
ed it: the locations, the creative team, the 
artworks and the films, in the words of 
John & Yoko and the people who were 
there.

Features 80% exclusive, hitherto-
unpublished archive photos and footage 
sequences of all the key players in situ, 
together with lyric sheets, Yoko’s art 
installations, and exclusive new insights 
and personal testimonies from Yoko and 
over forty of the musicians, engineers, 
staff, celebrities, artists and photogra-
phers who were there-including Julian 
Lennon, Klaus Voormann, Alan White, 
Jim Keltner, David Bailey, Dick Cavett 
and Sir Michael Parkinson.

“A lot has been written about the 
creation of the song, the album and the 
film of Imagine, mainly by people who 
weren’t there, so I’m very pleased and 
grateful that now, for the first time, so 
many of the participants have kindly 
given their time to ‘gimme some truth’ in 
their own words and pictures” -Yoko Ono 
Lennon, 2018

In 1971, John Lennon & Yoko Ono 
conceived and recorded the critically ac-
claimed album Imagine at their Georgian 
country home, Tittenhurst Park, in 
Berkshire, England, in the state-of-the-
art studio they built in the grounds, and 
at the Record Plant in New York. The 
lyrics of the title track were inspired by 
Yoko Ono’s “event scores” in her 1964 
book Grapefruit, and she was officially 
co-credited as writer in June 2017.

Imagine John Yoko tells the story of 
John & Yoko’s life, work and relationship 
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LYLE
HEATH

THE MULTI-INSTRUMENTAL, 
VERSATILE MUSICIAN

NOW BOOKING FOR 
WINTER & 2019

Private parties, weddings,
events, long-term care facilities etc.

MUSICIAN
FOR HIRE

Rent me
for your

band for the 
night...

drums, guitar, 
bass, vocals.

ORIGINAL MUSIC DEMOS
Visit YouTube and 
search Lyle Heath. 

More songs
coming!

Call/text 440-381-3736 
and 'like' me on Facebook

MUSIC
LESSONS
for guitar,

bass,
percussion,

and
beginning

piano. Let’s Go (So We Can Get 
Back): A Memoir of Re-
cording and Discording 
with Wilco, Etc.

The singer, 
guitarist, and 
songwriter—
best known for 
his work with 
Wilco—opens 
up about his 
past, his songs, 
the music, and 
the people that 
have inspired 
him.

Few bands 
have inspired 
as much devotion as the Chicago rock 
band Wilco, and it’s thanks, in large part, 
to the band’s singer, songwriter, and 
guiding light: Jeff Tweedy. But while his 
songs and music have been endlessly 
discussed and analyzed, Jeff has rarely 
talked so directly about himself, his life, 
and his artistic process.

Until now. In his long-awaited memoir, 
Jeff will tell stories about his child-
hood in Belleville, Illinois; the St. Louis 
record store, rock clubs, and live-music 
circuit that sparked his songwriting and 
performing career; and the Chicago scene 
that brought it all together. He’ll also 
talk in-depth about his collaborators in 
Uncle Tupelo, Wilco, and more; and write 
lovingly about his parents, wife Susie, 
and sons, Spencer and Sammy. 

Honest, funny, and disarming, 
Tweedy’s memoir will bring readers in-
side both his life and his musical process, 
illuminating his singular genius and 
sharing his story, voice, and perspective 
for the first time.

Women Who Rock: Bessie to 
Beyonce. Girl Groups to Riot 
Grrrl

A stellar and 
unprecedented 
celebration of 
104 musical 
artists, WOMEN 
WHO ROCK 
is the most 
complete, up-to-
date history of 
the evolution, 
influence, and 
importance of 
women in music. 
A gorgeous gift book, it includes a stun-
ning, specially commissioned, full-color 
illustrated portrait of every musician and 
group.

From Bessie Smith and The Supremes 
to Joan Baez, Madonna, Beyonce, Amy 
Winehouse, Dolly Parton, Sleater-Kinney, 
Taylor Swift, and scores more, women 
have played an essential and undeniable 
role in the evolution of popular music in-
cluding blues, rock and roll, country, folk, 
glam rock, punk, and hip hop. Today, in 
a world traditionally dominated by male 
artists, women have a stronger influence 
on popular music than ever before. Yet, 
not since the late nineteen-nineties has 
there been a major work that acknowl-
edges and pays tribute to the female 
artists who have contributed to, defined, 
and continue to make inroads in music.

In WOMEN WHO ROCK, writer and 
professor of journalism Evelyn McDon-

nell leads a team of women rock writers 
and pundits in an all-out celebration of 
104 of the greatest female musicians. 
Organized chronologically, the book 
profiles each artist and places her in the 
context of both her genre and the musi-
cal world at large. Sidebars throughout 
recall key moments that shaped both the 
trajectory of music and how those mo-
ments influenced or were influenced by 
women artists.

With full-color illustrated portraits by 
women artists, WOMEN WHO ROCK 
will be THE long-awaited gift book for 
every music fan, feminist, and female 
rocker, young and old musicians.

during this intensely creative period. It 
transports readers to home and working 
environments showcasing Yoko’s closely 
guarded archive of photos and artifacts, 
using artfully compiled narrative film 
stills, and featuring digitally rendered 
maps, floorplans and panoramas that 
recreate the interiors in evocative detail. 
John & Yoko introduce each chapter and 
song; Yoko also provides invaluable ad-
ditional commentary and a preface.

All the minutiae is examined: the 
locations, the key players, the music and 
lyrics, the production techniques and the 
artworks-including the creative process 
behind the double exposure polaroids used 
on the album cover.

With a message as universal and perti-
nent today as it was when the album was 
created, this landmark publication is a 
fitting tribute to John & Yoko and their 
place in cultural history.

Callaway's Grille
6666 Chapel Rd. • Madison • (440) 983-4809

www.callawaysgrille.com • Mon.-Th. 3-10pm • Fri.-Sat. 3-11pm • Sun. open @ Noon

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE

THURSDAY: Wing Night:
10 for $4.50 • Dine-in only.

Great Music Monday-Sunday Pandora or Live & Local
Sat. Dec. 8th: Stop by for our Birthday Bash

Fri. Dec. 14th: 2 Kings 8-11

Sat. Dec. 22nd: Jim Ales Acoustic Fun 7:30-10:30

Sat. Dec. 29th: Rhythm Connection 8-11

HUGE
ROTATING

SELECTION OF
Craft
Beer!

M-F...3-6PM
HALF PRICE ON

SELECTED
APPETIZERS!

Happy
 Hour!

Book your Holiday Party
or a Special event!

Sunday-Funday Football Open at Noon!

Stop in and Enter to WIN a $50 Callaway's Grille Gift Card!

Callaway's Gift Certificates
Buy 1, Get One Half Off!
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VVKICKIN’ IT

R.I.P Roy Clark
Roy Clark, died Thursday, November 

15 at 85 due to complications of pneu-
monia at home in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Roy 
is a legendary super picker, member of 
the Country Music Hall of Fame, Grand 
Ole Opry member, and also was co-host 
of the country music themed Hee Haw 
show.

Born Roy Linwood Clark on April 

15, 1933 in Meherrin, Va., his family 
moved to Washington, D.C. when he 
was a youngster. His father played in a 
square dance band and took him to free 
concerts by the National Symphony and 
by various military bands. “I was sub-
jected to different kinds of music before 
I ever played. Dad said, ‘Never turn your 
ear off to music until your heart hears it 
because then you might hear something 
you like.’”

Beginning on banjo and mandolin, his 
first guitar, a Sears Silvertone, came as a 
Christmas present when he was 14. That 
same year, 1947, he made his first TV 
appearance. He was 15 when he earned 
$2 for his first paid performance, with 
his dad’s band. He began playing bars 
and dives on Friday and Saturday nights 
until he was playing every night and 
skipping school, eventually dropping out 
at 15. “Music was my salvation, the thing 
I loved most and did best. Whatever was 
fun, I’d go do that.”

He soon toured with Hank Williams 

and Grandpa Jones. After winning a 
national banjo competition in 1950, he 
was invited to perform at the Grand Ole 
Opry, which led to shows with Red Foley 
and Ernest Tubb. Yet he’d always return 
to D.C. to play not only country but jazz, 
pop, and early rock with black groups 
and white groups. In 1954, he joined 
Jimmy Dean and the Texas Wildcats, ap-
pearing in clubs and on radio and TV and 
backing up Elvis Presley.

In 1960, an invitation to open for 
Wanda Jackson at the Golden Nugget in 
Las Vegas proved to be his big break. It 
led to his own tour, on the road for 345 
straight nights at one stretch, and when 
he returned to Vegas in 1962, he came 
back as a headliner and recording star, 
with his debut album “The Lightning 
Fingers of Roy Clark.”

The next year, he had his first hit, “The 
Tips Of My Fingers,” a country song that 
featured an orchestra and string section. 
Throughout the ‘60s, Clark recorded 
several albums, toured constantly and 
appeared on TV variety shows from Car-
son to Mike Douglas to Flip Wilson. Then 
came ‘Hee Haw.’ A countrified ‘Laugh-In’ 
with music, shot in Nashville, ‘Hee Haw’ 
premiered in 1969. Co-starring Clark and 
Buck Owens, it was an immediate hit. 
Though CBS canceled the show after 2 
1/2 years, despite ranking in the Top 20, 
the series segued into syndication, where 
it remained until 1992. 

In 1969, “Yesterday, When I Was 
Young” charted Top 20 Pop and 9 on 
Country (Billboard). Including “Yester-
day,” Clark has had 23 Top 40 country 
hits, among them eight Top 10s: “The 
Tips Of My Fingers” (#10, 1963), “I Nev-
er Picked Cotton” (#5) and “Thank God 
And Greyhound You’re Gone” (#6, 1970), 
“The Lawrence Welk-Hee Haw Counter 
Revolution Polka” (#9, 1972), “Come Live 
With Me” (#1) and “Somewhere Between 
Love And Tomorrow” (#2, 1973), and 
“If I Had It To Do All Over Again” (#2, 
1976I. n 1982, he won a Grammy (Best 
Country Instrumental Performance) for 
“Alabama Jubilee.”

Clark co-starred with Petula Clark at 
Caesar’s Palace, became the first coun-
try artist to headline at the Montreux 
International Jazz Festival and appeared 
in London on ‘The Tom Jones Show. 
The highlight of his career, he said, was 
a pioneering, sold-out 1976 tour of the 
then-Soviet Union. “Even though they 
didn’t know the words, there were tears 
in their eyes when I played ‘Yesterday.’ 
Folks there said we wouldn’t realize in 

our lifetime the good we’d accomplished, 
just because of our pickin’ around.”

Clark became the 63rd member of 
the Grand Ole Opry in 1987 and was 
inducted into the Country Music Hall of 
Fame in 2009.

Roy and his wife of 61 years, Barbara, 
moved to their home in Tulsa in 1974 
where he continued to tour extensively. 
At the end of each of Clark’s concerts, 
he would tell the audience, “We had to 
come, but you had a choice. Thanks for 
being here.”

Shelton goes undercover 
again

Blake Shelton will release a cover of 
a 40-year-old Eddie Rabbit song, the 
last of three covers Shelton recorded 
recently.

After releasing throwback tunes 
“Tequila Sheila” (recorded by Bobby 
Bare in 1980) and “The King is Gone (So 
are You),” (recorded by George Jones in 
1989) Shelton will wrap his “Friends and 
Heroes Session” with the release of “Ev-
ery Which Way But Loose.” Originally 
recorded in 1978 by Rabbit as the title 
track of the adventure comedy film star-
ring Clint Eastwood, Shelton provides 
his own take.

Shelton said of the “Friends and He-
roes” tracks, “One of the coolest things 
I’ve been able to do in my career, because 
I’ve been fortunate, is be a little self-
ish along the way and be able to record 
some songs that I grew up loving. I feel 
like they have helped shape who I am as 
an artist and were what inspired me to 
want to be a country singer.”

Shelton will hit the stage on NBC’s 
The Voice on Monday for a live perfor-
mance of his latest single “Turnin’ Me 
On.” The song is the third single from 
“Texoma Shore”.

Shelton will launch an 18-date 
“Friends and Heroes 2019” run next 
month. Lauren Alaina joins Shelton for 
the dates along with special appearances 
by the Bellamy Brothers, John Anderson 
and Trace Adkins. The tour will begin on 
Feb. 14 in Oklahoma City, Okla.
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Auto Home Business Life

TREEN
INSURANCE

Scott Treen

We Offer the
Personal Service 
You’ve Missed Lately
AUTO • HOME

BUSINESS • LIFE

My Gift to you....
Peace
  of Mind.

1484 State Route 46 N. • Suite 8
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 576-5926

Add ambience and
  entertainment to your
    special event

For Bookings:
440.812.1037

Danny Pugliese
Sun. 12/9: Clay Street Inn 11a-3p

Rt. 45, Austinburg
Sat. 12/15: Goddess WIne House 7-9p

Rt. 20, Saybrook
Sun. 12/16: Clay Street Inn 11a-3p
Sun. 12/23: Clay Street Inn 11a-3p
Sun. 12/30: Clay Street Inn 11a-3p

Sun. 1/6: Clay Street Inn 11a-3p

Acoustic Vocal 
Sounds from the 

Past and Present. 
Sounds from the 

Big Band Era, the 
30s, the 60s, 
The Beatles to 

the hits of today!

V■■■ By Pete Roche

MOVIE SPOTLIGHT
They say revenge is best 

served cold. It’s very cold 
in Russia, but Philadelphia 
winters are no tropical getaway, 
either. The juxtaposition of 
vengeance and redemption is 
on magnificent, muscly display 
in Creed II, the sequel to Ryan 
Coogler’s 2015 boxing-drama 
Creed, and eighth installment 
in the beloved Rocky film 
franchise. But parenthood and 
purpose have ringside seats here, too.

Adonis “Donnie” Creed (Michael B. 
Jordan) has proven himself worthy of his 
sport (and surname) by going the distance 
with lightweight champ “Pretty” Ricky 
Conlan and besting Danny “Stuntman” 
Wheeler, thereby reclaiming his hotrod 
Mustang. Now the newly-crowned champ 
is an expectant father, with musician-
fiancée Bianca’s (Tessa Thompson) belly 
swelling along with their bank account.

Enter Russian pugilist Viktor Drago 
(Florian Muntaneau), whose-fallen-from 
grace father Ivan (Dolph Lundgren) killed 
Donnie’s biological pops—Apollo Creed—
in a goodwill-gone-bad exhibition bout 
in 1985 (Rocky IV). Perestroika was lost 
on Ivan, who became persona non grata 
when Rocky Balboa humiliated him in a 
conscience-clearing Christmas match in 
Moscow. 

Rocky’s Red Square heroics trans-
formed him from celebrated brawler to 
international hero. Not so the defeated 
Drago, whose steroid-raging glory days 
were sponsored by Russian rubles and 
KGB quack-science. Creed II finds the ex-
Olympian living in a nondescript Ukraine 
apartment, driving a secondhand pickup 
truck, and wearing thrift-store Cosby 
sweaters. Angry, razor-stubbled Ivan 
blames Balboa for fouling his fortunes 
post-Gorbachev, so when word of Don-
nie’s triumph arrives (vis-à-vis a sleazy 
promoter), the “Siberian Bull” dispatches 
his warehouse-working offspring stateside 
for some serious comeuppance.

“I lost!” hisses Ivan during a heart-to-
heart with Viktor. “You won’t!” 

Meanwhile, Rocky’s come to grips with 
the deaths of his beloved wife Adrian and 
best pal Paulie, and added lymphoma to 
his list of defeated opponents (Clubber 
Lang, Tommy Gunn, etc.). The aging “Ital-

ian Stallion” is proud of protégé 
Donnie, but doesn’t think it’s 
a good idea for his surrogate 
nephew to risk health and fam-
ily harmony in a next-genera-
tion Creed/Drago contest.

“This kid’s got nothing to 
lose,” observes Rocky. “He’s 
dangerous. You’ve got every-
thing to lose.” 

Stepmom Mary Ann Creed 
(Phylicia Rashad) withholds her 

blessings, too, but Donnie’s undeterred. 
He’s established that he’s no “mistake” 
or “false Creed,” yet he remains haunted 
by the very public memory of a father he 
personally never knew. Now he’s got to 
fight someone—the boxing commission 
demands that he defend the title—so 
why not settle the score with Drago ‘n’ 
Son? Dramatic heft demands that Donnie 
accepts Viktor’s challenge, to say nothing 
of ‘80s nostalgia. Some of us have waited 
thirty-three years for this fight.

We won’t spoil any surprises for fellow 
Rocky aficionados. Suffice to say things 
don’t go according to plan for Adonis, who 
spends the better part of the film’s second 
half in and out of the hospital, for one rea-
son or another.

Bianca convinces “D” to ditch Philly 
and return to L.A., where the new mother 
scores a record deal. Donnie juggles daddy 
duties with training commitments at 
Delphi Boxing Academy, but he’s short on 
energy and focus. He verbally spars with 
Rocky, walks out on coach “Little Duke” 
(Wood Harris), and sublimates by scream-
ing underwater in the gymnasium pool. 
It’s not until Rocky once again extends his 
manager’s wisdom (and marquee clout) 
that Donnie perks up and gets pumped. 

It’s shades of Rocky II, wherein our 
floundering fighter wasn’t invested in his 
Creed rematch ‘til comatose Adrian came 
‘round. But the plot also borrows from 
Rocky III, wherein the good guy suffers a 
setback (the death of manager Mickey), 
loses a pivotal fight, and needs a mentor 
(Apollo) to rekindle his fire. “Daddy’s be-
ing a b*tch!” Donnie admits to his infant, 
in one of several well-timed moments of 
levity.

The Rocky / Creed touchstones are cool, 
even the sad cemetery excursions. Bian-
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ca’s hearing aid recalls Mickey’s listening 
device in Rocky II, itself a solid sequel. An 
amusing marriage proposal and baby busi-
ness (labor, birth, naming, etc.) likewise 
evoke the second Rocky installment. 

It was a homecoming party for Creed II director Steven Caple, Jr. when the Cleve-
land-born filmmaker brought his new boxing drama to town for a press screening 
November 15 at the Cinemark Valley View.

The 30-year old Caple wasn’t even alive yet when Rocky IV was released. But the 
Baldwin Wallace graduate already had enough quality work under his belt to impress 
Hollywood bigwigs enough to pass him the torch for that film’s sort-of-sequel.

Creed II is a direct sequel to 2015’s Creed, which was directed by Ryan Coogler 
(Black Panther). But the return of Russian Rocky Balboa foe (and Apollo Creed killer) 
Ivan Drago gives Caple’s first major feature film direct links to Sylvester Stallone’s 
beloved saga.

Caple studied film at the University of Southern California His short film A Differ-
ent Tree won a 2013 HBO competition, and his 2016 IFC movie The Land—about 
four Cleveland teens trying to make their skateboard dreams come true while avoid-
ing the wrath of a local drug queen—drew raves at that year’s Sundance Film Festival.

Forbes magazine named Caple one of their notable “30 Under 30” personalities last 
year, and Cleveland Magazine picked him as one of the city’s most influential people.

Given the good reviews and box office numbers already drawn by Creed II, it stands 
to reason that Caple’s sphere of influence will only expand from here.

The humble, hardworking movie man participated in a post-screening Q&A at the 
Cinemark with Cleveland Film Commission Ivan Schwartz, whose own work (and 
Ohio’s Motion Picture Tax Credit) helped bring camera crews for Spider-Man 3, The 
Avengers, and Captain America: Winter Soldier to town.

The interview was emceed by D.J. Steph Floss.
“This means a lot, coming back home,” Caple said after the movie.
“I see lots of familiar faces here tonight, my friends from John Marshall. It’s been a 

long journey. It’s a situation where I came from doing a small feature, and me telling 
my wife in a board room at Warner Brothers that we should take our movie every-
where, to London and Africa.”

“It means a lot. The city has inspired me, shaped me. I’m grateful.”
Floss echoed the positive response shared by the audience when he said that he 

grew up watching the Rocky films: “After seeing the first Creed, the kids much young-
er than we are will have that same felling we had with Rocky growing up with Creed.”

“That’s amazing. I cried like six or seven times tonight just watching it!”
Caple told the crowd that leaving Ohio for college in California was a painful—but 

necessary—step as an aspiring filmmaker.
“It was hard to leave home and go someplace I’ve never been before. I tried to net-

work and find a group of people to connect with in Hollywood, so to speak. The school 
introduced me to other people who were hungry and had the same mentality as me. I 
wrote The Land for my thesis. It was a great transition.”

Caple confessed it was actually tougher to make The Land in Cleveland than it was 
to shoot Creed II in Philadelphia (and other locations) because it had a much lower 
budget and was an ambitious first project for most of his crew. 

Homecoming for Creed II Director

But Cleveland-born director Steven 
Caple, Jr. introduces enough new ele-
ments to keep the sequel fresh. Donnie’s 
desert training montage, with rubber tires 
and sledgehammers, contrasts sharply 
with the snowy climes of Rocky IV. And 
seeing the Dragos in the cozy confines of 
Rocky’s restaurant, and atop the art mu-
seum steps, is downright chilling. Caple’s 
unexpected twists on these familiar Rocky 
tropes give the villains an icy menace, as 
if the Drago’s arrival in Philly heralded a 
full-scale military invasion, a la Red Dawn.

Ivan’s no longer a mute Russian robot 
under marching orders from the Kremlin: 
The elder Drago is now a talking, three-

dimensional homo sapiens whose character 
arc proves so effective by the finale that 
you’ll wish Caple had time to show how he 
spent the ‘90s and ‘00s. And monolithic 
newcomer (and real-life German-Roma-
nian boxer) Florian Munteanu is convinc-
ing as Viktor, the upstart slugger whose 
vendetta against Adonis wouldn’t be so 
personal, but for the sins of his ferocious 
father. 

Sure, Creed II’s grit and gravitas hinge 
on familiarity, but that’s no reason to 
“throw the damn towel” on this genera-
tion’s top cinema prizefighter. Jordan and 
Thompson are ridiculously likeable, Stal-
lone is solid, and Lundgren / Munteanu 

comprise a dynamic love-to-hate-‘em 
duo. The boxing is brutal and realistic, 
with first-person POV shots subjecting 
the audience to all the jabs, hooks, and 
uppercuts. 

Rocky Balboa won’t live forever, so 
credit Caple, Jordan, and company for 
furthering a franchise that might final-
ly—and respectfully—wean the world off 
Stallone’s plucky palooka. 

“We got this,” Bianca reassures a deject-
ed Donnie at the halfway point. It might 
as well be Caple and Coogler saying the 
same to Rocky fans. The cinema saga may 
be 42 years old but the kids are all right.

B+

“We had a lot of moving pieces for an ensemble cast. It took a lot to get that 
done.”

Conversely, Creed II had a huge budget…and big-name actors who already knew 
what kinds of challenges to expect along the way.

So what does Caple have to say about working with Creed II star Michael B. Jor-
dan (Fruitvale Station, Black Panther)?

“Oh, he’s arright,” Caple laughed. 
“He likes to do everything with his shirt off! He’s a brother. He eased my worries 

going into the project. He did so well training for the first one, and said he was try-
ing to do even better for this one. Not just match it. We have the same sensibilities 
and tastes. He wears some major hats now, and has his own production company 
(Outlier Society Productions) which is a great platform for people like me.” 

“We had a great bond. He’s a genuine dude!”
Was Caple anxious about meeting Stallone? And what was it like dealing with the 

legendary action star on a day-to-day basis?
“I was hella nervous!” admits Caple. “I met Sly at his house. It was very mafia 

style. I was at MGM and they set up the meeting. They sent a car outside. I went 
from one car to another, then up to a gate at his house. And Sly, the O.G. [Origi-
nal—or Old—Gangster] as we call him, was very cool. I thought I was going to be 
Rambo’d or Cliff-Hangered. But he was relaxed…but very passionate about Rocky.” 

“Sly’s been playing this same character for forty years. We lose track that he’s also 
a filmmaker and an artist. He has an eye. Sitting down with him, he’d talk about the 
scenes and how to break down character. After a while we started geeking out. We 
watched all the Rocky fights on a big screen at his house. He’d get up and pace the 
room and throw punches. The dude was amped!” 

Caple reported that Stallone is super-intelligent and articulate in real life, unlike 
the “punchy” retired boxer / manager he plays onscreen.

“But on the set you see him start to sway and bounce his rubber ball, and you’re 
like, ‘Oh man, he’s becoming Rocky right now!’”

Caple added that Stallone already had the Rocky III-like “format” down going 
into Creed II, and wanted to draw on his own real-life relationship with his son 
when reconnecting the aging Balboa with the estranged Rocky, Jr. But Sly insisted 
that Caple contribute the film’s “meat and potatoes” moments, like the training and 
fight sequences…and an unlikely dinner table confrontation between Balboa and 
Drago at Rocky’s restaurant.

So what’s next for Caple after the success of Creed II? Does he have another proj-
ect in mind, or will he uses his lenses to bring someone else’s ideas to life?

“I’m great with directing other people’s work, as long as I can put my own spin on 
it,” he said.

“If someone has a story I vibe with, I’ll grab it. People ask if I’m going with 
Marvel or DC. We’ll see! It may even be smaller than this. I might scale down from 
Creed if it means having greater freedom to keep my vision. In this case I had two 
giants on my side with Mike and Sly.”
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V■■■ By Westside Steve Simmons

MOVIE REVIEWS
Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

To purchase Westside Steve Simmons
newest CD A Pirates Life visit

www.cdbaby.com/artist/westsidestevesimmons

Westside Steve is on hiatus 
for a few weeks but will 

return shortly. 
Follow him at Steve W Simmons 

or Westside Steve Simmons 
on Facebook. 

Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukkah 

or whatever holiday 
brings you joy,

 friends!

Robin Hood
Lionsgate|PG 13|116 min

On my list of things that piss me off is 
a second-rate remake of one of my favor-
ite stories or characters. We know that 
every few years the studios are going to 
come out with a brand new version of 
one of my time tested heroes, Sherlock 
Holmes, James Bond, Rocky Balboa, 
King Arthur, Superman and now Robin 
Hood. Given the weeks or months of 
anticipation of the latest chapters from 
these guys it’s especially disappoint-
ing if the studio doesn’t do a great job 
knowing that it will be a few more years 
before I see them on the silver screen 
again. As you know I don’t read anyone 
else’s reviews until after I seen the flick 
and made up my mind but it’s impos-

Bohemian Rhapsody
20th Century Fox|PG-13|133 min

I know it’s been out for a while so this 
is just a quick hit seeing as how we’re so 
well-known as an entertainment paper 
and Queen is one of the premier acts in 
the classic rock world. 

Unlike OLD MAN WITH A GUN where 
the critics on Metascore gave a much 
higher rating than the audiences and 
here it’s the opposite here. Naturally fans 
of the band are going to love the film and 
the music while critics might possibly 
look at the overall picture as a movie. I 
thought as a film the entire production 
was a cookie cutter outline of a lot of 
things we already knew or weren’t par-
ticularly surprised by. I think we all knew 
that plenty of record executive thought 
a song as long as Bohemian Rhapsody 
would be a sure-fire bomb right? Oops.  
Also was anyone really shocked by the 
idea that Freddie Mercury (Rami Malek) 
was probably bisexual? The film never 
gets too deeply into the relationship with 
his maybe or maybe not male lover but 
personally I never cared, because it really 
had little to do with the man’s Legacy, 
the music. 

One nice thing is that the film reminds 
us that that legacy is the work of a group 
of brilliant musicians especially Brian 
May. (Gwilym Lee). Never forget that 
with almost every super group the whole 
is greater than the sum of its parts.

Another conversation floating around 
the rumor mill is one that questions how 

much, if any, of the music the actors 
actually played. As far as I can tell, the 
bulk of the music was actually Queen’s 
own recordings. It seems that Malek did 
some of the singing but probably less 
than a vocal impersonator named Marc 
Matel. As for Brian May’s guitar solos 
Lee worked tirelessly on the fingering 
patterns and while he didn’t actually play 
the songs it was good enough to elimi-
nate the need of a hand double. But like 
Micky Dolenz of the Monkees once said 
“I’m not a drummer, I’m an actor playing 
the part of a drummer.” 

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY isn’t an 
eye-opening expose but it’s an enjoyable 
story accented by great and enduring 
classic rock.

B-
WSS

sible not to see the Metascore while 
checking for show times. Both audiences 
and critics apparently gave this one a 
dismal rating but hey I’ve been known to 
disagree with both those groups. Frankly 
it wasn’t as bad as I’d feared, but make no 
mistake; there were plenty of opportuni-
ties for face palms in this visit to Sher-
wood Forest.

Voice over at the opening encourages 
audiences to forget what they’ve heard 
or read about the legend of Robin Hood, 
and that’s probably a good idea if you’re 
going to get through this one. 

Now certainly I realize that ROBIN 
HOOD is most likely a myth but it’s 
a myth we’ve all grown up with and a 
group of merry men living in the forest 
wearing green tights that we seem to 
know well. Of course these days nothing 
is safe from politics. Certainly the bad 
guy remains the Sheriff of Nottingham 
(Ben Mendelsohn) the cruel and greedy 
despot who runs roughshod over the 
peasants, but here the producers force in 
the added element of Islamophobia, pe-
dophile priests and the unjust Crusades. 
The sheriff along with the crown and the 
church are pillaging the commoners in 
order to support the war as well as enrich 
themselves. Nobleman and part-time 
thief Robin of Locksley (Taron Egerton) 
is conscripted to fight the Muslim hordes 
and accidentally gains the respect and 
trust of one of the enemy warriors 
(Jamie Foxx) who will later be called 
John. When Robin (mistaken for a war 
casualty) returns to Nottingham he finds 
his ancestral home has been confiscated 
by the bad guys and his girlfriend Marion 
(Eve Hewston) hanging around with a 
rabble rouser called Will Scarlet (Jamie 
Dornan). Wearing a disguise about as 
believable as Clark Kent glasses Robin 
leads a secret life as The Hood, a vigilante 
who steals from the rich and gives to 
the… well you know.  Meanwhile Robin 
of Locksley sucks up to the sheriff (wink 
wink).

Anyway, one of the problems is that 
the cast, arguably a pretty good bunch, 
do not seem like they have much to work 
with and don’t care much about even 
that. I think Edgerton lacks the gravitas 
to play Robin, Mendelssohn leaves a lot 
of points on the field with his lackluster 
portrayal of the sheriff (and it seemed to 
me he ordered his leather jacket from a 
Lands End catalog) and even F Murray 
Abraham never seems like he is quite 
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Off The Wooden Spool

Unique quilted gifts
from the heart

an Etsy shop

Vandy Linhart  offthewoodenspool@gmail.com    Etsy shop - offthewoodenspool

Visit my shop for information and pricing.

Widows
20th Century Fox|R|130 min

It’s cold outside and the Oscars are 
right around the corner. I recently read 
some random articles with predictions 
for 9 nominations for Best Picture. That 
speculative list will certainly take more 

The Ballad of Buster Scruggs
Netflix|R|132 min

You may have heard some of the big 
directors complaining recently about 
the Digital streaming networks being al-
lowed to enter movies into the Academy 
Awards. I understand. The entertainment 
business, like just about every other 
business in America, is changing with 
the times. When Amazon made head-
lines with MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, 
the movie industry realized they were 
barbarians at the gate. THE BALLAD OF 
BUSTER SCRUGGS represents a huge 
step toward respectability as it’s the first 
digital release of two guys that I con-
sider to sit at the right hand of Stanley 
Kubrick, namely Joel and Ethan Coen. 
I have loved almost every one of their 
varied and quirky films over the decades. 

Even though it’s a Netflix release they 
also opened at a few brick-and-mortar 
theaters just to qualify for the Academy 
Awards. But for the rest of the great un-
washed we can watch anytime we want 
on Netflix which is not that bad if you 
have a big screen TV, a sound system, 
and can find the self-control to turn off 
the smart phone.

As always there are a few facets that 
separate every Coen Brothers movie from 
the rest and this time it’s the setting; one 
of the most familiar and universal set-
tings in the world the American West.

Second it’s a series of stories harken-
ing back to Ethan Coen’s 1998 collection 
of short stories, Gates of Eden. Here 
there are six vignettes under the western 
umbrella all different, but embraced by 
the common theme. They run the gamut 
from cornball surrealist comedy, in the 
opening story from which comes the title. 
Scruggs himself (Tim Blake Nelson) is a 
pure of heart singing cowboy who has a 
date with destiny, and the entire segment 
seems to parody the black and white, 
good and bad cliché ridden cowboy flicks 
of the thirties and forties. Other stories 
seem to pay homage to Cormac McCar-
thy. Their NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 
is from his novel and one of these stories 
follows star-crossed soulmates William 
and Alice across the badlands in a wagon 
train, reminds me a lot of the bleak and 
unforgiving atmosphere that pervades 
McCarthy’s work. On the lighter side is a 
tale of an old prospector, play by the iras-
cible (Tom Waits), and his lifelong search 
for the elusive pocket of gold. 

You may remember Harry Melling 
from the Harry Potter series. He turns in 
what is quite possibly my favorite single 
performance in the film as a quadruple 
amputee carted about the old west as a 
combination human oddity and thes-
pian. His rambling oratory makes this 
segment hard to look away from. 

That’s not all but there’s a lot to love 
with these stories that certainly range 
from comedy to tragedy to philosophy to 
simple WTF. 

I have some problems with Netflix 
but I try to give them their due when 
it’s deserved. One positive thing is that 
especially in a film as puzzling and odd 
as this one we are afforded the option 
of recapping some of the scenes later, 
which I did.

Like a good pot of soup I liked this one 
even better than next day.

A-
WSS

sure where to go as the Cardinal. Tim 
Minchin adds a humorous edge to Friar 
Tuck and I have to admit Hewston’s 
Maid Marian was so pretty I didn’t care 
all that much about portrayal.

Still the script isn’t that good, the 
action not that spectacular, and the po-
litically correct lesson too heavy-handed. 
Didn’t hate it but can’t really give it a 
hearty recommendation, you’re on your 
own gang

C
WSS

shape after the Golden Globes but I need 
to start catching up on some non box 
office hits. Among this list are a few I’d 
not heard of and one that I had but didn’t 
take seriously, a female driven heist flick 
called WIDOWS.  Starring Viola Davis and 
directed by Steve McQueen, (not the movie 
star from another era). 

It’s the story of political skullduggery 
and a multimillion-dollar crime gone bad. 
The widows here are the survivors of the 
ill-fated criminals and find themselves 
left on their own at odds with the real bad 
guys who commissioned the robbery in 
the first place. Those particular bad guys 
are politicians, Brian Tyree, Colin Farrell 
and Robert Duvall and they all want the 
millions of dollars that supposedly burned 
up when the crooks were not only shot but 
incinerated. They figure Veronica (Davis) 
has to know where the loot is stashed since 
her husband (Liam Neeson) was the ring-
leader. They give her two weeks to find and 
return the money or else. It’s probably just 
a little too coincidental to be believed but 
her ex-husband just so happens to have 
left detailed plans for a new and even big-
ger crime in his safe deposit box. So guess 
who is going to pull that one off? Actually 
if you think that’s a lazy plot device ask 
yourself why the evil politicians would give 

her two weeks to find the money assum-
ing she already knows where it would have 
been? For one thing it allows the movie to 
go on for over 2 hours reminding us why 
we don’t like crooked politicians as in-
nocent people get tortured and killed along 
the way. 20 minutes before the end there’s 
a huge shift and a completely unexpected 
turn of events that changes the direction 
of the film completely. I’m not going to 
spill the beans but in a good mystery one 
can look back over the series of events and 
realize that they might have seen it com-
ing. Not here though, it’s basically out of 
left field.

WIDOWS will probably get more atten-
tion because, like a big budget Lifetime 
Network production, it’s women against 
men. I do give them credit, however, for re-
sisting the urge to lead with the race card. 
It really is basically just a crime movie with 
a little revenge added in. 

The biggest problem here, besides the 
predictable plot, is the pacing. At some-
what over 2 hours this one seems even lon-
ger. And even with a pretty good cast there 
are no exemplary performances to hold the 
attention, and the action segments are not 
only mediocre but few and far between. As 
for the ending, it didn’t feel natural to me 
but I guess it might to someone.

C+
WSS



North Coast Voice Magazine | northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 |  December 5, 2018 - January 9, 2019  23

North Coast Voice

Check out the Abbey Rodeo video at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=siwWk_2hELk

Abbey Rodeo is: Jim Bonfonti, Chris Butcher, 
Verne McClelland, P. J. Philips, 
Bob Yocum and Chuck Citraro.

www.Abbeyrodeo.com

Saturday,
Dec. 22nd

Hooley
House

Sports Bar
& Grille

8:30-11:00 pm
7861 Reynolds Rd.

Mentor, OH

By Sage Satori
We aren’t trying to Scrooge out here 

but Christmas can be harmful in many 
ways; gifts that cause harm to workers 
and the planet because of the syn-
thetic materials used, plastics in nearly 
everything, polyesters in clothing, toxic 
inks and dyes etc. Then add the piles of 
wrapping which can’t be recycled to the 
mix. However, doing just a couple small 
things differently can help immensely 
and not spoil any fun. We’ve listed a few 
items that recycle, upcycle, or use eco-
friendly materials and there are many 
more out there. To cut down on the 
mounds of trash wrappings just decorate 
brown recyclable paper bags, use the 
comics section from discarded newspa-
pers, or put the gift inside of a reusable 
tote, a sweater, socks, (think stocking 
stuffer fruits and candies), or even stuff 
a knit hat making the wrapping part of 
the gift. Creativity can be fun and kind 
to the environment at the same time. 

Planet Friendly Gift Guide

RocknSocks 
RocknSocks is 

proud to be the first 
made-in-the-USA 
sock company that 
repurposes cotton 
scraps from textile 
manufacturing to 
make its products. 
The company offers an entirely recycled 
line of socks for men and women.  Below 
the calf, knee high, and over the knee 
styles are available. In addition some 
accessories such as fringe scarves and 
sweat bands, also made with recycled 
materials, are available.
www.rocknsocks.com 

Flowfold
Handcrafted in 

Maine from repur-
posed sails, the Flow-
fold wallet is available 
in 3 sizes and many colors. Minimalist 
Wallet: an ultra thin billfold wallet de-
signed slim and lightweight so you can 
travel lighter. It includes two card slots, 
two ID windows, and one long cash 
pocket for US bills.

Slim Front Pocket: this wallet feels 
practically weightless in your front or 
back pocket. Comfortably fits 10-14 
cards and cash.

Extremely Durable: made from racing 
sailcloth, a state of the art material that 

Let’s Do Kindness Tee
Let’s make kind-

ness part of our 
daily actions. It’s 
time to turn our 
personal attention 
to helpfulness, kind-
ness, and meeting 
the needs of people 
around us. It is 
easy to complain about life, but much 
more important to inspire and to help. 
Together, we’ve got this!
US made using organic cotton and 
recycled materials and water-based ink.  
($28.95) order from www.thepurpletree.
org 
This product donates 15% to: www.
doinggoodtogether.org   www.villageen-
terprise.org 

is engineered to have a superior strength 
to weight ratio. The unique aesthetic of 
this sail fabric gives the wallet a modern 
and polished look that starts conversa-
tions.

Support the revival of American manu-
facturing and shop local for your new 
wallet! $29.95 www.flowfold.com or 
free shipping ordering through
www.amazon.com 

Dura Rocket 
Stove by Eco-
Zoom

It features an 
abrasion resistant 
and durable ceramic 
combustion chamber with a 10 cm in 
diameter vertical section that forces the 
gases to mix with the flame, decreas-
ing harmful emissions. The Dura adds 
a refractory metal liner to the inside of 
the combustion chamber that protects 
the ceramic insulation, increases the life 
of your stove, and improves combus-
tion efficiency. A newly designed three-
pronged cast iron top reduces the chance 
for chipping the top of the stove while 
still offering stability with any pot or pan 
of your choice. The sturdy stainless steel 
handles inspire confidence when moving 
your stove and are wrapped with silicone 
grips to keep from becoming hot while 
the stove is being used. $89.99

Natural Cedar 
Pagoda Bird 
Feeder

Natural Cedar 
Pagoda Bird Feeders 
feature a large ca-
pacity and multiple 
feeding levels to 
attract a wide variety of backyard birds, 
from native bird species to lively flocks of 
migratory songbirds. Makes a wonderful 
gift, especially for a couple or an entire 
family. $34.95
Features & Benefits: Multi-level design – 
Attract and feed many birds at once with 
multiple tiers of seed trays.

Keeps seed dry – Hopper design and 
large roof keep seeds dry in wet weather.

Easy to clean – With removable glass 
panels and slide-apart trays.

Durable cedar – Naturally rot-resistant 
Oregon Cedar protected by a non-toxic 
waterproof sealant lasts season after 
season.

No assembly required – Fully as-
sembled and ready to hang from included 
steel cable. Made in the USA

www.eartheasy.com 
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V
Lindsey Buckingham

Enjoy Great Savings With “Discount Deals” 
Online: www.mix971FM.com

Jeremy James
and Mark Allen

For nearly 5 years
Mark and Jeremy teamed up on 

97.1 WREO. The stars have
now aligned to present
Mark and Jeremy
Together Again!

Join "Mark & Jer" weekday 
mornings from 5:30 til 10am as 

they start your day

Lindsey Buckingham’s November 26 
concert at Canton Palace Theatre featured 
several songs from his 1992 album, Out of 
the Cradle.

So Buckingham’s set list read a lot like 
the track list on his new best-of compila-
tion, Solo Anthology, which showcases 
Cradle cuts like “Don’t Look Down,” “Doing 
What I Can,” and “Street of Dreams” along-
side bona fide chart hits (“Trouble”) and 
movie soundtracks (“Holiday Road”).

But the Monday-night marathon also in-
cluded tunes from the California guitarist’s 
tenure with Fleetwood Mac, the British 
blues band he and girlfriend Stevie Nicks 
catapulted to pop stardom upon their 1974 
enlistment…and the group which summar-
ily jettisoned him prior to their current 
Evening With… tour.

The reasons for Lindsey’s release are any-
body’s guess, although a sizeable sampling 
of fans blame Nicks, who over the decades 
repeatedly postponed (or put off) record-

ing and touring with the ensemble to 
pursue solo projects.

Now Nicks (who was recently nominated 
for Rock Hall induction as a solo artist) is 
out performing in Mac with a pair of well-
known “replacement” guitarists, leaving 
the guy who earned her Mac membership 
out in the wind again.

Not that Buckingham’s any stranger 
to the “small machine” of non-Mac solo 
albums and intimate solo performances 
in midsize clubs (like Canton’s Palace): 
He issued nearly a dozen studio and live 
records in the ‘80s, ‘90s, and ‘00s…and he 
just cut a delightful disc with keyboard pal 
Christine McVie two years ago.  

And he thrives under adversity.
Fans may recall that Buckingham was, in 

fact, supplanted by surrogate Mac guitar-
ists once before. Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
the Lindsey-less studio releases Behind the 
Mask and Time) did only a fraction of the 
business generated by 1977 masterwork 

Rumours (not to mention ‘80s LPs Mirage 
and Tango in the Night) and received tepid 
to lukewarm reviews. 

But if Buckingham is peeved at his 
former bandmates, he didn’t allow anger 
or ego to share the stage with him in Ohio.  
Instead, the Palo Alto native focused his 
physical and spiritual energies on present-
ing some of his best material—in and out 
of Mac—in the most favorable light.

Joined by multi-instrumentalist Brett 
Tuggle (who’s played with such diverse 
artists as David Lee Roth and Rick Spring-
field), bassist Federico Pol, drummer 
Jimmy Paxson (Don Henley, Rod Stewart), 
and a secondary keyboardist, Buckingham 
greeted Canton with cutesy Cradle opener 
“Don’t Look Down” (along with its classical 
guitar intro). From there, Lindsey lunged 
into the urgent “Go Insane,” softer “Sur-
render the Rain,” and melancholy “Not Too 
Late.”

Tuggle split his time between Kronos 
keyboard bits and rhythm guitar, un-
derpinning Buckingham’s power chords 
and plectrum-free (fingertips only) riffs 
on a steel-string Taylor and his custom 
small-scale Rick Turner guitars.  “Doing 
What I Can” set the tone for Law & Order 
single “Trouble,” the offbeat “I Must Go,” 
and a haunting “Street of Dreams.”  We’re 
guessing the other guy behind Tuggle was 
responsible for triggering Buckingham’s 
esoteric sound effects on his bank of 
synths and samplers.

A solo midsection saw Lindsey raking 
into Under the Skin standout “Shut Us 
Down,” his signature “Never Going Back 
Again” from Rumours, and an unaccompa-
nied acoustic version of pseudo-sinister 
Tango in the Night nugget “Big Love.”  He 
displayed impressive (if unsurprising, to 
these fans) chops on each, his hands some-
times maneuvering over the frets faster 
than the eyes could follow, the resulting 
arpeggios shimmery and sweet.   

Seeds We Sow offering “In Our Own 
Time” coupled ragged guitar trills with 
punctuating orchestral organ stabs, while 
“Slow Dancing” highlighted Tuggle’s back-
ground vocals.  Wistful, easygoing “Soul 
Drifter” was another highlight, as was 
National Lampoon’s Vacation favorite “Holi-
day Road”—which climaxed in a chorus of 
canine ruff-ruffs (as on the recording).  

“Bark like a dog!” hooted Buckingham.
The finale consisted of a mesmeric med-

ley of Mac: The one-two-three punch of 
“Tusk,” “I’m So Afraid,” and “Go Your Own 
Way” underscored Lindsey’s wide-ranging 
compositional skills…and his oft-unsung 
guitar heroics.

A dazzling encore brought Buckingham 
back out for the anthem-like “Turn It On,” 
nostalgic “Down on Rodeo,” and all too-
topical “Treason.”  

“I thank you and love you all for com-
ing out tonight!” said Lindsey, hand over 
heart.

Sure, we could’ve used a few more later-
day Lindsey cuts (“Great Day,” “Love Runs 
Deeper,” “Wait for You,” “Illumination”), 
but the precision and passion evinced by 
Buckingham and his talented buds left 
little room for complaint on the (suddenly 
snowy) ride home.

Here’s hoping this best-of road trip 
inspires Mac’s virtuosic odd-man-out to 
return to the studio for another fascinat-
ing, personal musical manifesto.

Kenya-born J.S. Ondara opened with 
forty minutes of inspired folk songs from 
his upcoming Verve Forecast release Tales 
of America (due February 2019).

Accompanying himself on a Godin (and 
later a Martin) acoustic guitar with the 
strings capo’d as necessary, the young 
(mid-twenties, we’re guessing) troubadour 
impressed with “American Dream,” “Torch 
Song,” and “Lebanon.”

Ondara was raised on a steady diet of 
Nirvana, Death Cab for Cutie, and Oasis—
and not much else—in his native Nairobi.  
He told the Canton crowd that his mother 
doesn’t understand what it means to make 
a living playing music, so she calls to check 
up on him regularly.

“She doesn’t know I’m okay until I tell 
her I have food,” smiled Ondara, who put 
off guitar lessons in order to keep his fam-
ily fed.   

Ondara’s website says he settled in Min-
nesota upon moving to the U.S. because 
Bob Dylan lived there.  One could detect 
traces of Zimmerman in J.S.’s handiwork…
but this young man possesses both a 
unique perspective and the vocal and mu-
sical skills needed to render his message.

V■■■ By Pete Roche
CONCERT REVIEW
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
pat@liamguitars.com
www.liamguitars.com

WINTER SPECIAL
$10 OFF
ANY REPAIR

With mention of
this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

V■■■ By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

STAY IN TUNE

Fri. Dec. 21
8:00-11:00PM

Rider's Inn
Quartet

 
Fri. Dec. 28
6:00-9:00PM

Laurello Vineyards
Len Solo

AgeLess Band

To Book: 440-796-3057
www.agelessband.com

Check out our videos!

Formerly Whooz Playin'
agelessband.com

As I write this it is Sunday, December 
2nd and the weather could not be any 
better. It is full sunshine and about 60 
degrees. My wife is outside having tea 
with her mom and she is in her summer 
sun dress with no sleeves. You got to love 
it! You would think I would take advan-
tage of the weather and finish raking my 
leaves that I wasn’t able to get to a couple 
of weeks ago, but I think I’m just going 
to enjoy the beautiful day that God has 
given us today. 

I’m not sure what the reason is but it 
seems as though everyone is starting to 
get their instruments fixed for the win-
ter. Maybe everyone knows that they will 
be inside for the next couple of months 
and figure it‘s a good time to start playing 
their music more, whatever the reason, I 
have been bombarded with repair work 
for the past two weeks. It’s okay, I’m not 
complaining, it keeps me focused and it 
also helps to buy a few extra gifts or give 
a little more to charity. I’m starting to 
realize the importance of giving back or 
sharing with those in need. It helps me 
to grow into being a better person and it 
makes me feel good at the same time.

This month it seems as though the 
repair of the day is pickup installs and 
electrical work on instruments. Of course 
there are always the basic setups, which 
are kind of my bread and butter, but it 
is by no means all that I do. An older 
Alvarez came in with a few issues in the 
pickup system. Originally the pickup 
stopped working and the owner ordered 
a new one and tried to install it himself. 
After a little confusion he decided it 
would be better to bring it to me. There 
was also a small problem with the battery 
compartment that had a piece of plastic 
snap off of it so it was hard to keep the 
9v battery engaged. Since it is easy to 
replace the whole system by buying the 
same system on Ebay, very inexpensively, 
that is what he did. Unfortunately the 
new pickup had been destroyed while 
trying to install it, so I ordered a new one. 
The tricky part was that I had to disas-
semble the preamp so that I could solder 
the new pickup on to the preamp board. 
It’s not quite as difficult as you might 
think, but it does require some skills in 
the soldering department. Anyway, after 

a few hours it was back together with 
a full setup including a fret leveling, a 
re-crowning, and a saddle adjustment, 
putting the guitar back in perfect playing 
condition. It had been quite a while since 
that the guitar was out of commission so 
the owner was especially happy to have 
it playing again as one of his working 
guitars for his gigs. 

There was also a F-style mandolin 
that was brought to me and some of the 
problems that I ran across was that inex-
pensive mandolins, even though they are 
pretty nice looking out of the box, they 
are not setup very well and the fret jobs 
on them can be atrocious. On this par-
ticular instrument I decided to replace the 
adjustable bridge with a better quality eb-
ony one and fit it to the body much better 
than the original one was. By doing this I 
was able to get the transfer of the string 
vibrations to the top much better which 
improved the tone of the instrument. You 
could tell that the tone was more active, 
or responsive, if you will. Plus in the old 
bridge there was no more room left in the 
adjustment of the bridge because the top 
half of the bridge bottomed out on the 
base with the thumbscrews. I mentioned 
that the fret job was very bad and after 
some time trying to level the frets several 
times I was able to get all of the buzzing 
out and lower the action as low as I could 
to make the instrument play well . The 
nut also took some adjusting to get the 
strings lower at the nut so that the player 
did not have to press down so hard in the 
first position. These small adjustments 
all add up to making a huge difference in 
playability. A good playing instrument is 
just as important, or even more so, than 
the tone because if you have an instru-

ment that is hard to play you will soon 
find yourself not playing it no matter 
what it sounds like. You will be spend-
ing far too much time trying to get it to 
sound good and it will prove to be not 
worth your time. 

I also have an older 70’s Guild dread-
naught in the shop that has been in the 
shop before for various pickup related 
issues. Originally it had one of those 
Barcus Barry pickups that was stuck 
under the bridge and was directly wired to 
the output jack with no pre-amp or bat-
tery. I have seen some of the older ones 
that even had an external jack because 
the ones that were designed to fit in the 
endpin hole were not yet invented. Any 
way a few years back we installed a newer 
style pickup system that had a pre-amp  
in the output jack and installed a battery 
inside the guitar. Once again some other 
repairman had switched out the pickup 
system which for some reason had left the 
battery terminal too short to fit in the po-
sition that I had originally installed it. So 
then I extended the wires for the battery 
terminal and we were back in business.

Since then the pickup had recently 
started shorting out and would go dead in 
the middle of his performance. So we tore 
it back apart and while it was out of the 
guitar it worked well. Everything worked 
as it was supposed to. When I re-installed  
it then it stopped working again. I 
checked all of the connections and the 
positive side of the battery terminal had a 
crack in the solder connection which was 
not really visible but by moving the wire 
back and forth the pickup would work and 
then stop working. I changed out the old 
terminal with a new one and again we are 
back in business. Sometimes it just takes 
a little fiddling around with things and 
eventually the problem will reveal itself. 

Last month I had mentioned about 
having a “fire sale” with some parts and 
old instruments. For those of you who 
are interested, I can be available on the 
weekends by appointment only. Please 
call me at 440-474-2141 to make a time 
to look around. Thanks Again for reading 
the Voice and please “Stay in Tune”

Keep Smiling! 
Patrick from Liam Guitars/ Smoking 

Hot Guitars

Harp Guitar
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Your FM Home of the 
Cleveland Cavaliers!

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook,
log onto magic1025.com for a link to both!

www.magic1025.com

The Most Fun Radio on Radio
with The Most Fun Music!

Growing up in a Creole-speaking home 
in St. Martinville, Nathan Williams 
eagerly sought out the music of Zydeco 
originators such as Clifton Chenier. 
Later, while recovering from a serious 
illness, Nathan decided to dedicate 
himself to learning the accordion. He 
formed The Cha-Chas back in 1985, and 
since then has brought his unique take 
on this regional South Louisiana music 
to all corners of the globe. Nathan & The 
Zydeco Cha-Chas have been voted the 
top Festival Band in the country, and 
have won the coveted Big Easy award 
for Best Zydeco Band for several years 
running.

 General admission tickets are $30 
in advance, $35 day of show. The show 
begins at 8 p.m., with doors opening at 
7 p.m. 

Public tickets for both shows on sale 
now www.thekentstage.com  where the 
full calendar of concerts can be accessed. 
Tickets also available by phone at 877-
987-6487.

Cowboy Mouth plus Nathan 
& the Zydeco Cha Chas - 
Feb.14 The Kent Stage

For over two decades, Cowboy Mouth 
has dished up its unique style of rock 
and roll gumbo, mixing a rowdy spirit 
reflective of the band’s hometown -- 
New Orleans -- with the fierce firepower 
of a group that lives on the road. These 
Louisiana natives have played more than 
2,500 concerts and launched their signa-
ture song, “Jenny Says,” into the upper 
half of the Billboard rock charts. Along 
the way, they’ve earned a well-deserved 
reputation as a raucous, redemptive, live 
music experience. 

Nathan Williams

braphone great Gary Burton, the young 
Missouri native already displayed his 
soon-to-become trademarked playing 
style, which blended the loose and flex-
ible articulation customarily reserved for 
horn players with an advanced rhythmic 
and harmonic sensibility - a way of play-
ing and improvising that was modern in 
conception but grounded deeply in the 
jazz tradition of melody, swing, and the 
blues. With the release of his first album, 
Bright Size Life (1975), he reinvented 
the traditional jazz guitar sound for a 
new generation of players.

Throughout his career, he has contin-
ued to re-define the genre by utilizing 
new technology and constantly working 
to evolve the improvisational and sonic 
potential of his instrument. Over the 
years, Metheny has performed with art-
ists as diverse as Steve Reich to Ornette 
Coleman to Herbie Hancock to Jim Hall 
to Milton Nascimento to David Bowie.

Metheny’s body of work includes 
compositions for solo guitar, small 
ensembles, electric and acoustic instru-
ments, large orchestras, and ballet pieces 
- with settings ranging from modern jazz 
to rock to classical.

In early 2019 Metheny is launching a 
new playing environment that he calls 
“Side Eye.”

“I wanted to create an ongoing setting 
to feature a rotating cast of new and 
upcoming musicians who have particu-
larly caught my interest along the way,” 
Metheny explained.

“From my earliest days in Kansas City 
onward, I was the beneficiary of so many 
older musicians giving me a platform 
to develop my thing through the prism 
of their experience and the particular 
demands of what their music implied,” 
he continued. “I have been feeling like 
I wanted to have a specific platform to 
focus on some of the many younger 
musicians I have enjoyed recently who I 
have felt some kind of a kinship with.”

The first edition of Side Eye will fea-
ture James Francies (keyboard, piano) 
and drummer Nate Smith.

Metheny has garnered 20 Grammy 
Awards, and is the only person to win 
Grammys in ten different categories. 

Gold Circle tickets are $75, and 
reserved seats are $60. The show 
begins at 8 p.m., with doors opening 
at 7 p.m.

Cowboy Mouth
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Crash Test Dummies
V■■■ By Pete Roche

CONCERT REVIEW

www.espn970wfun.com

Listen to Local ESPN 970 WFUN Programming...
Lake County Captains, Lake Erie Football, 

& Local High School Sports!

If “Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm” is the 
only Crash Test Dummies song you re-
member, then you probably never owned 
its parent album…or simply failed to 
explore beyond its obvious MTV hits. 

There’s a reason God Shuffled His Feet 
was nominated for three Grammys in 
1994: It was the Dummies’ mainstream 
manifesto—a jubilant, filler-free affair 
brimming with cerebral (but accessible) 
tunes by a band who weren’t unafraid to 
engage amusing anatomical parts (phalan-
ges, bronchi, birthmarks, wisdom teeth), 
peculiar occupations (astronauts, tarots, 
Cubists), poets (T.S. Eliot), playwrights 
(Jean-Paul Sartre), and boys with blue (or 
bright white) hair in sumptuous (or silly) 
songs. 

Brad Robert’s rumbling, Richter-scale 
shaking deep voice might’ve seemed like a 
gimmick…but only if you restricted your-
self to the disc’s one or two singles. Sur-
rounding Robert’s natural bass-baritone 
(and nimble guitar passages) was brother 
Dan Robert’s strident bass, Michel “Mitch” 
Dorge’s peppy percussion, and Ellen Reid’s 
lush keyboards and backing vocals.

God is arguably their best work, even if 
criminally ignored by trade lists purport-
ing to survey the best pop albums of all 
time…or even just the best of the ‘90s.  

So give it another listen. There’s always 
time to right past wrongs. 

Just ask the Dummies, who reunited 
after a lengthy hiatus in order to celebrate 
their sophomore album’s 25th anniversary 
in style. 

Longtime CTD singers Brad and Ellen 
thrilled a near-capacity Kent Stage last 
Tuesday (November 27) with harmoni-
ous (and hilarious) helpings of folk and 
alternative-rock from God and succulent 
samples from other albums, both earlier 
and later. And yes, original rhythm men 
Dan Roberts and Mitch Dorge were also on 
hand to supply bounce and beat.

The only absent Dummies alumnus was 
multi-instrumentalist Benjamin Darvill, 
who quit in the late ‘90s to perform solo 
(as Son of Dave). 

“We’re an eclectic, weird-looking bunch,” 
acknowledged blonde Reid, who rocked a 
black evening dress and heels.

Joining the gang were keyboardist Marc 

Arnould (who contributed string, synth, 
and woodwind effects on Nord Stage 3 
and 4 rigs) and guitar wunderkind Stuart 
Cameron (who Travis-picked his acoustics 
like James Taylor and tore into the electrics 
like Eddie Van Halen). 

With Arnould and Cameron handling 
the brunt of the instrumental work 
performed on record by Roberts and Reid, 
the two singers were freed up to sing loud 
and often. And neither has sounded bet-
ter. Robert’s signature croak is intact; he 
projected and inflected with raw, authentic 
emotion…and apparent ease. Meanwhile, 
Reid’s pipes pirouetted a vocal spectrum 
somewhere between angelic Joan Baez 
and comfy Carole King. The two Crash Test 
cantors stood next to each other most of 
the time, Brad wielding a hand-held mic 
and Ellen a tambourine to schtick off her 
swaying hips. 

“Are you ready to rock moderately?” she 
teased the Kent crowd.

They were…and then some.
“God Shuffled His Feet” and “In the Days 

of the Caveman” were charged with majesty 
and mirth. “Swimming In Your Ocean,” 
“How Does a Duck Know?” and “When I Go 
Out With Artists” were earnest, inquisi-
tive, and self-effacing. Roberts and Reid 
shone together on “The Psychic” and “Two 
Maidens and Nights” while Dan and Dorge 
synched up for some tight, slithering 
grooves.

Elegant Ellen wowed with a solo (Brad-
less) cover of XTC / Andy Patridge’s “Ballad 
of Peter Pumpkin Head (the Dummies 
version of which appeared on the Dumb 
and Dumber soundtrack), then stunned on 
“My Own Sunset”—A Worm’s Life (1996) 
standout she said begged Roberts to let her 
try out.

Roberts said he’s often asked why he 
doesn’t play guitar anymore.

“My arms got tired,” he dead-panned.
The quip had some truth to it: Diehard 

Dummyheads will recall that Brad messed 
up his arms and back in a nasty Y2K car 
accident, and that he’s since relied on 
Cameron (or Murray Pulver) as his “stunt” 
guitarist. Perhaps by way of compensa-
tion, the Crash Test Dude became a master 
mantra-chanter and avid street photogra-
pher…and developed a greater command of 

his throat-rumble than 
ever before. 

Mitch and Dan took 
a well-deserved break 
to allow Brad and Ellen 
to go “unplugged” with 
Marc and Stuart on “Afternoons & Cof-
feespoons” and Oooh La La! (2010) tracks 
“Heart of Stone” and “Song Bird.”

Reid said a friendly server (hello, Cassan-
dra) sized up the group on their off night: 
Without knowing that the Dummies were 
a band “from before she was born,” the 
waitress deduced that Dorge was a drum-

mer (albeit a death-metal drummer), that 
Roberts was a writer (of books, not song 
lyrics), and that Reid was a cat-lover.

Later, Ellen accepted a gift from a fan 
(Phil) and returned in kind by presenting 
him with a catfish-themed T-shirt from her 

hometown in Manitoba. 
“He brought me stuff!” gushed 

Reid. “What’d you other f#@kers 
bring me?”

Closing hymns included the 
title cut from the Dummies’ first 
Arista release, The Ghosts That 
Haunt Me (1991), “Superman 
Song,” and “Make You Mine” 
(from Reid’s 2001 solo effort 
Cinderellen).

Roberts said he finds it funny 
when bands disingenuously leave 
the stage when everyone knows 
they’ll come back out to play one 
or two encores.

Such was the case with “Mmm 
Mmm Mmm Mmm,” which capped an 
excellent Crash Test reunion show. Here’s 
hoping the Juno Award-winning band 
finds a way to write and record together 
again, and return to the buckeye state 
sometime in the not-so-distant future.

Brad Roberts 
Ellen Reid
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V■■■ By Pete Roche

CONCERT REVIEW

It was a treat having Edie Brickell back 
in Cleveland again with New Bohemi-
ans.

The Dallas-based rock ensemble 
enjoyed a hot streak in the late ‘80s and 
early ‘90s, following the release of their 
debut album, Shooting Rubber Bands at 
the Stars, whose lead-off hit “What I 
Am” transformed them into radio regu-
lars and MTV stars before the grunge 
era set in. Brickell and company cultivat-
ed a loyal following with their feel-good 
hippy vibes and grass-roots grooves at a 
time when mainstream audiences were 
finally ready to look beyond the Grate-
ful Dead for “jam” music. The early ‘90s 
were especially kind to virtuosic festival 
favorites like Phish, Rusted Root, Blues 
Traveler, Spin Doctors, and the Dave 
Matthews Band. 

But the Bohemians had the distinc-
tion of being a female-fronted band in 
a male-dominated genre. Their 1990 

Edie Brickell with the New Bohemians
effort Ghost of a Dog kept the New Bohe-
mians in the spotlight a while longer, but 
it became tough competing with edgier 
acts like Nirvana, Pearl Jam, Soundgar-
den, and Rage Against the Machine for 
the attention (and income) of college 
kids. 

So, the New Bos splintered. Edie got 
hitched and became a mom while the 
boys in the band pursued side projects 
and solo interests. Stranger Things (2006) 
found the gang back in top form, but the 
unexpected death of keyboardist Carter 
Albrecht soured their spirits and spoiled 
their musical momentum.

Brickell performed in drummer Steve 
Gadd’s Gaddabouts and teamed up with 
funnyman / banjoist Steve Martin on 
the Grammy-winning Love Has Come for 
You in 2013, and its follow-up Broadway 
musical, Bright Star, but it wasn’t until 
April 2017 that she reconnected with 
the Bohemians, at a benefit for guitarist 

Kenny Withrow’s La Rondalla School of 
the Arts. Rehearsals were so spectacular 
that Edie, Kenny, and company couldn’t 
help but finesse some fresh material. 

That material comprises the bulk of 
Rocket, the New Bohemian’s first studio 
album in twelve years. Recorded at Arlyn 
Studios (Childish Gambino, Kenny Log-
gins, Frank Ocean) with producer Kyle 
Cushman, Rocket marks a resplendent 
return for the colorful, kinetic group of 
mirthful musicians, poised to shoot a few 
more rubber bands.  

The new songs also featured heavily in 
the concert at House of Blues on Friday, 
November 2, starting with the energetic 
opener “Tell Me,” the trippy “Trust,” a 
rainbow-hewn “Colors,” and the funky, 
nuevo-disco throb of “Exaggerate.” “I 
don’t lie, I exaggerate!” cooed Brickell on 
center microphone. 

“Superhero” found Edie namedropping 
comic book heroes Iron Man, Spider-
Man, and Batman, while “Eyes (In the 
Window)” was a topical number lambast-
ing society’s attachment to cellphones 
and computer screens. “I get the feeling 
we aren’t alone,” sang slinky Edie, who 
still looks younger than her years. “They 
can see you through your camera phone.”

New Bohemians standards “The 
Wheel,” “Spanish Guitar Style,” “Ghost 
of a Dog,” “10,000 Angels,” “Love Like 
We Do,” and animal rescue song “Buffalo 
Ghost” received warm responses from 
the throng of diehards filling the HOB 
floor. “Do they call you ‘Clevelanders?’” 
wondered Brickell. “Is that what you’re 
called?”

Joining the slender brunette were 
longtime New Bos Withrow (guitar), 
John Walter Bush (percussion), John 
“Brad” Houser (bass), and Brandon Aly 
(drums), whose instrumental excursions 
were raucous and rhythmic. Guitars 

ranged from acoustic steel 
strings (“Superhero”) to Jimmy 
Page-like Gibson double-necks. 
Signature hit “What I Am” 
played well alongside the new 
“What Makes You Happy,” 
whose hip-hop grooves (Break 
out of that prison cell, wake up 
from that hypo-sleep, do it, do it!) 
ended the main set with zip. 

Paul Simon liked it. He was at 

the show, too. Yes, that Paul Simon: The 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame guitarist and 
folk-pop Simon & Garfunkel superstar. 
The singer / poet of “The Boxer,” “I Am a 
Rock,” and “Homeward Bound” and the 
guy behind One Trick Pony, Graceland, 
and Rhythm of the Saints. The frequent 
Saturday Night Live guest and “You Can 
Call Me Al” auteur. 

Rhymin’ Simon was right up there, sit-
ting all by his lonesome in Opera Box #1, 
minding his beeswax in a baseball cap 
and light jacket. Just enjoying someone 
else’s show on an off night. Wife Edie’s 
show.

Brickell and the New Bos encored 
with four zippy, reggae and soul-infused 
cuts: “Air of December,” “Singing in the 
Shower,” “Green Magic,” and “Circles” 
were delightful sonic desserts following 
a main course of nimble, nuanced rock 
that engaged the senses.

1985
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Puzzle Choice 

ANTARCTIC, ARCTIC, 
ARCTIC CIRCLE,
ARCTIC FOX,
BLIZZARD,
FREEZING, FROSTY, 
FROZEN,
GELID,
GLACIER,
HUSKY, ICE,
ICEBERG,
ICEBREAKER,
ICE FIELD,
ICE FLOE,
ICE SHELF,
ICICLE,
IGLOO,
NORTH POLE,
PENGUIN,
PERMAFROST,
POLAR BEAR,
SLED, SLEET,
SNOW,
SNOWSHOE,
SNOWSTORM,
SOUTH POLE,
WHITEOUT.

FREEZING
Can you find the hidden words? They may be horizontal,

vertical, diagonal, forwards or backwards.
There are many festive jams and 

gatherings going on this month and 
also some great events coming up 
after the first of the year.  

• Irish Jam, 1st Saturday of the 
month, Briquettes Smokehouse 
in the historic Ashtabula Harbor, 
2-4PM. They have moved from the 
main drag a few hundred yards to 
a little side street on the River and 
next to the Coast Guard station.   If 
you are coming from Rt. 11, it will 
be the very first side street to the 
right after crossing the bridge (west 
side of the river, building behind 
Harbor Perk).

• Ukelele Club:  Monday eve-
nings at Perry Public Library from 
7-8:45PM .  The library is located at 
3753 Main St., Perry, 440-259-3300.  
Contact Gary at penswift@yahoo.
com for more info.  Beginners are 
welcome and instruments may be 
purchased from most music stores. 

• Old Time Jam, 2nd Saturday of 
the month, led by Joel Specht at 
the Harbor Perk, 1025 Bridge St., 
Ashtabula, OH, 440-964-9277, from 
4-6:30PM.  Old time instruments 
and repertoire, intermediate skill 
level.  Bring your own chair.  

• Magic Tree Irish Jam, 3rd Sun-
day at Magic Tree Pub, 7463 South 
Ave., Boardman, OH (1/4 mile south 
of Rt. 224), 6-8PM.  Contact Frank 
Krygowski at frkrygow@yahoo.com 
for more information.

• Open Jam, 4th Saturday of the 
month, led by Andrej Debevc at 
Scribbler’s Coffee Co., 388 S. Broad-
way, Geneva, 440-466-2233, from 
2-4:30PM.  All instruments and 
styles welcome.  

• Erie Irish Jam, 2nd Sunday of the 
month, 2-4PM at the Tap House Bar, 
333 State St., Erie, PA.  Traditional 
Irish tunes, instruments and percus-
sion, please!

Celebrate your holidays being part of the music!

• Old-Time Jam, MT Glass, Cleve-
land Hts., 13443 Cedar Rd. (just west 
of Melt), Cleveland Heights, 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

  Special Events
• New this year at the Shore 

Cultural Centre in Euclid will be 
Community Dances sponsored by 
the Lake Erie Folk Fest.  The Friday 
night dances will take place 7:30pm-
10:00pm on   2/22, 3/15 and 4/19 
will feature square and contra dances 
to a live band and caller.  No experi-
ence or partners are necessary and all 
are sure to have a great time.  

• Tune Traders open session 
...fourth Thursday of the month at 
7PM at West Woods/Geauga Park in 
Geauga County...off Rt. 87.

• Irish Session at Willoughby Fine 
Arts Association Gallery is cancelled 
for December.  It will resume on 
January 12th from 2:30-4:30 p.m.  
Starting in February the sessions will 
be on the 4th Saturday (2/23/19) as 
to not be in conflict with the blue-
grass jam session.  WFA is located at 
38660 Mentor Ave, Willoughby, OH 
44094, Phone: (440) 951-7500.

• Looking ahead, the Lake Erie Folk 
Festival returns to Shore Center in 
Euclid on Saturday, February 23rd.  
Workshops, jams and a great evening 
concert featuring several talented 
folk artists, including local favorite, 
the Chardon Polka Band!  For  more 
information, visit www.lakeeriefolk-
fest.com/2019-festival 

• Euclid Irish-American Club:  
Friday 2/08 - Traditional Ceili with 
music by The Kilroy Ceili Band, at 
Irish American Club, Euclid (dinner 
available prior to ceili).  Friday 2/15 - 
Winter Trad Seisiun, at Irish Ameri-
can Club, Euclid.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.ballinlochmusic.com  

Best wishes to all for a wonder-
ful holiday season!
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Across 
1. Acquire 
4. Part of the hand 
8. Constrictors 
12. A narrow way or road 
13. Comply 
14. Lawful 
16. Foreboding 
17. A thin strip 
18. Far beyond the norm 
19. Total 
20. Indicating maiden name 
21. Possesses 
23. Group of things of the 
same kind 
24. Fashion 
26. Definite article 
28. Nocturnal bird 
30. The night before 
32. Fish traps 
36. Decapod 
39. Skin condition 
41. Desperate 
42. Lout 
43. Aromatic herb 
45. Operate 
46. Male red deer 
48. Convention 
49. Small hard fruit 
50. Sea swallow 
51. Understand 
52. Self 
54. Employ 
56. Inundated 
60. Deciduous tree 
63. Ballet step 
65. Pelvis 
67. Health resort 
68. Percipient 
70. Stretched tight 
72. Prescribed selection 
of foods 
73. Suggestive of the 
supernatural 
74. Wheel shaft 
75. Not in active use 
76. Hemispherical roof 
77. A quantity of paper 
78. Mousse 
 
 
 
 
 

Down 
1. Complete extent or range 
2. Foe 
3. Square root of one 
hundred 
4. Impersonate 
5. Having a strong 
healthy body 
6. Pasture 
7. Traditional story accepted 
as history 
8. Redden 
9. Lubricant 
10. Subdivisions of a play 
11. Father 
12. Results from costs 
exceeding revenue 
15. Make lacework by 
knotting or looping 
 
 
 
 

20. Novel 
22. Consumed 
25. Tennis stroke 
27. Conclusion 
29. Workplace in short, 
for scientific research 
30. Follow as a result 
31. Garment that covers 
the head and face 
33. Republic of Ireland 
34. Proper alignment 
35. Transmit 
36. Monetary value 
37. Charge per unit 
38. A great distance 
40. Feel concern or 
interest 
44. On the sheltered side 
 
 
 
 

47. Large African antelope 
49. Female hog 
51. Large body of water 
53. Space between two 
things 
55. Fling 
57. Stage whisper 
58. Trance 
59. Detest 
60. Playing card 
61. Sleigh 
62. Champion 
64. Celestial body 
65. Polynesian dance 
66. Detail 
69. Objective 
71. Cutting tool 
72. Archeological site 
 
 

Solution 
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SNARP FARKLEFrom the Deep, Cavernous Mind of

SNARP FARKLE

Rick Ray

Twas the night before Thanksmas when 
all through the Patch, not a Geezer was 
stirring, not even to scratch. Their peed 
socks were hanging on wheelchairs with 
care, in hopes that St. Farkle soon would 
be there. The Geezers were nestled all 
snug in their beds, while visions of real 
food danced in their heads!
Dreaming of nurse aids swimming in 
booze, Pops settled in for a long winter’s 
snooze, when all of a sudden there arose 
such a clatter, Pops tried to see what was 
the matter, too far from the window he 
lay like a slug, it could be a rude stripper 
or maybe a thug!
With a creak and a crack and a pain in 
his back, out the window he looked at 
moonlight on snow, then a voice he 
heard say “On with the show!”  Then 
what to his amazement should come into 
view, but a red stretched limo all covered 
in goo, with an odd little driver, so shiny 
he sparkled, he knew at that moment it 
must be St. Farkle.
More rapid than eagles his curse words 
they came, as he whistled at eight 
dancing girls and called them by name; 
“Now FRIGGEN DASHER now FRIG-
GEN DANCER now FRIGGEN PRANCER 
and FRIGGEN VIXEN!  On FRIGGEN 
COMET on FRIGGEN CUPID on FRIG-
GEN DONDER and FRIGGEN BLITZEN, 
to the top of the porch, to the top of the 
wall, now dance away, dance away, dance 
away all!”
As dry leaves that before the wild hur-
ricane fly, when they meet with an 
obstacle they mount to the sky, so on to 
the Geezer Patch they danced in the goo, 
in front of the limo and St. Farkle too!

Twas the Night of St. Farkle
And then in a twinkling Pops heard on 
the roof, the prancing and dancing of 
each little hoof.  Then he heard a strange 
noise, and was turning around, when 
down the stink pipe St. Farkle abound.
He was dressed all in fur from his head 
to his foot, and his clothes were all 
tarnished with ass grease and soot; with 
a bundle of Depends that hung on his 
shoulder, he looked like a vagrant Pops 
thought he’d be older.
His eyes, how they twinkled, his ass crack 
was showing, his cheeks seemed rosy, 
and his nostrils were glowing!  He had 
an odd stare and a little round belly that 
shook, when he laughed like a bowlful of 
jelly.  His mouth was full of a stink-ass 
cigar, and the drool on his chin was like 
oil from a car, and the smoke from it 
encircled Pops’ geezer head, he thought 
for sure that he soon would be dead; 
He was chubby and plump, a right jolly 
ole fellow, Pops gasped when he saw him 
all stinking and yellowed; a wink of his 
eye and a twist of his head, soon gave 
Pops to know he had something to dread!
He spoke not a word but went straight to 
his work, filling all the peed socks with 
old cookies and dirt; and sticking his fin-
ger inside of his nose, and giving a nod, 
up the stink pipe he goes!
He sprang to his limo, to his girls gave a 
wink, and away he went like the goo in 
the sink!  But Pops heard him exclaim, as 
he drove out of sight;
“MERRY FRIGGEN THANKSMAS TO 
ALL, AND TO ALL A FRIGGEN GOOD 
NIGHT!”
~Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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HAPPY HOUR: 3PM-6PM

DECEMBER SPECIALS & EVENTS
TUESDAY - TACO TUESDAY’S
WEDNESDAY - QUEEN OF DIAMONDS DRAWING 7:30PM
                             & LINE DANCE LESSONS 7:00PM-9:30PM. $5.00 CLASS FEE.
THURSDAY - DJ LINE DANCE MIX 7:00PM-9:00PM.
FRIDAY - AYCE FISH FRY $10.99 & STEAK DINNER SPECIAL $11.99

SUNDAY - FOOTBALL SPECIALS 12PM-8PM:
•WINGS .50¢ EACH • CAN BEER $1.00 EACH• WELL MIX DRINKS $1.00 EACH

HALF TIME GAMES:  ARMCHAIR QUARTERBACK
Sponsored by Furniture Towne Ashtabula. FOOTBALL SQUARES & FREE GIVE AWAYS!

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
DECEMBER 2018:

PHONE: 440-361-3389  •  3750 NORTH BROADWAY. GENEVA, OHIO 44041

SATURDAY 1st - Country Reign 9pm-1am

FRIDAY 7th - Plaster 8pm-12am 

SATURDAY 8th - Rough Cut 9pm-1am

FRIDAY 14th - Redneck Cadillac 8pm-12am

SATURDAY 15th - Thunder Creek 9pm-1am

FRIDAY 21st - RWB Band 8pm-12am
         Bring a new toy for Military Family’s
         in need in lieu of cover charge.

SATURDAY 22nd - All In Country Band 9pm-1am

MONDAY 24th Xmas Eve - CLOSED

TUESDAY Xmas Day - CLOSED

FRIDAY 28th - Classic Country Night
                          7:30pm-10:30pm

SATURDAY 29th - Caliber 9pm-1am

MONDAY 31st - NEW YEARS EVE BASH!
                            Redneck Cadillac 9pm-1am
                            CHAMPAIGN TOAST AT MIDNIGHT,
                            PARTY FAVORS, RAFFLES &
                            GIVE AWAYS.
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